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Cuyahoga Planning Commission Unveils
Town Center Master Plan

by Timothy J. DeGeeter

The Cuyahoga County
Planning Commission pre-
sented an overview of the draft
Town Center Master Plan to
City Council on Monday, Octo-
ber 21, 2019. This draft master
plan is a direct result of a Town
Center Task Force that was cre-
ated in 2014 and composed of
stakeholders in the area sur-
rounding the new Shoppes of
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Parma. The report from the
task force recommended the
formulation of a master plan
that would reflect the vision
defined by the members. The
task force was composed of resi-
dents, West Creek Conservancy,
UH Parma Medical Center,
RTA, Parma City Schools,
Parma Area Chamber of Com-
merce and others.

A master plan is an overall

vision for the future develop-
ment of a particular area, in
this case the plan specifically
addresses the area south of W.
Ridgewood Dr., north of Stea-
rns Farm, and bordered by City
Hall/UH Parma on the east
side, and the Shoppes of Parma
to the west. The City of Parma
Planning Commission and City
Council will use the Master
Plan to make decisions regard-
ing proposals that are presented
before them. This Plan is used
by citizens and neighborhood
groups to understand the City’s
long-range plans and proposals
for the area and to encourage
plan implementation.

The City applied for and
received a grant from the
Cuyahoga County Planning
Commission to create a Town
Center Master Plan in 2017. A
steering committee composed of
many of the same members as
the task force was formed to work
with the staff at County Planning,

Police Don Pink Patches And Grow Beards For A Cause

by Carolyn Kovach

From vibrant pink patches
on their uniforms to trendy
beards, police officers are
making a fashion statement
this fall. In October, many of
the officers donned vibrant
pink police patches on their
sleeves in recognition of Breast
Cancer Month.
They also collaborated with
Seid-
man Cancer Center to bring

Awareness
University Hospital’s
awareness about breast cancer

detection during Polish Vil-
lage’s Treat & Greet, passing

out literature at the event with
UH staff. Furthermore, they
raised money through City
of Parma dress-down Fridays
to help cover transportation
costs for cancer patients trav-
eling to and from treatments.
The money was donated to
the American Cancer Society’s
Road to Recovery transporta-
tion program.

Throughout = November,
many officers will be growing
beards for their third annual
No-Shave WishVember. Three
years ago, Patrol Officer Jason

City Engineers Meet With U.S. Army
Corps Of Engineers To Address Flooding

by Carolyn Kovach

Parma engineers met
with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers in Buffalo, N.Y,
late this summer. They were
seeking section 205 program
funds surface-
flooding The
meeting stemmed from the
city’s 2018 U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers application regard-
ing targeted flooding areas:

to address
concerns.

Antoinette Drive, Thoreau
Drive and Rousseau Drive;

Regency Drive and Ridge

Road; West Ridgewood Drive;
and York Road and Pleasant
Valley Drive. City engineers
also discussed other areas that
experienced flooding during
a July 5 downpour: Bonnie
Banks and Stormes
Any awarded funds would be
a 65/35 split with all the neigh-
borhoods. “We keep pushing
for these critical funds. We’ll
do whatever they ask us on our
end to seek these federal dol-
lars for our city,” said Parma
continued on page 3

Drive.

Piazza contacted A Special
Wish Foundation Cleveland
Chapter, a charity that fulfills
the wishes of children with

continued on page 3
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Many Parma police officers
wore pink patches on their
sleeves in October in support
of Breast Cancer Awareness

Old Midtown Plaza
Gets New Name
And ILook

by Carolyn Kovach

LRC Realty is in the midst
of an $8.5 million overhaul
of Midtown Plaza, giving the
shopping center a modern
look and a new name, Quarry
Square. The project includes

continued on page 10

Three different public meetings
were held at the Parma branch
of the Cuyahoga County Pub-
lic Library so that public input
could be received. Additionally,
several on-line surveys were made
available to anyone wishing to
comment as the plan was devel-
oped. All of the comments were
included in the draft Master Plan
and most were incorporated into
the final version.

The next step is a formal
adoption of the plan by Parma
City Council, which should
happen by year end. The plan
includes goals
mendations delineated by the
expected length of time to

and recom-

accomplish each so that after
the Council approval the City

Message From

can begin the work toward
achieving the goals in an orderly
manner. The Plan also includes
possible funding sources includ-
ing grants that may be available
to further the desired outcomes.
An adopted Master Plan also
helps bolster grant applications.

This plan is a blueprint for
future development and rede-
velopment of a very vital and
energized area of Parma. The City
administration looks forward to
continuing our partnerships with
the stakeholders in the area and
the public with the intention of
creating a vibrant and identifiable
town center. A link to the actual
plan document will be available
on the City’s website www.cityof-
parma-oh.gov.

Parma Law Director

Parma Law Director Tim
Dobeck occasionally publishes
Law Director Advisories to alert
and educate residents of Parma
on a variety of issues. Some
examples of recent Law Direc-
tor’s Advisories are the effect
of the First Energy Solutions’
bankruptcy on the residents of
Parma, how to avoid falling for
the Publisher’s Clearinghouse
scam, the effect of a Medicare
snafu which may have resulted
in a loss of medical insurance
for some seniors and how to
avoid a variety of current scams
taking place in Parma. These
advisories are published on the
City of Parma website and may
be found at http://cityofparma-
oh.gov/en-US/Law.aspx. There
are also archives of past Law
Director’s Advisories from the
past four or five years.

In October, Mr. Dobeck
published a Law Director’s
Advisory regarding the legal
implications of residents who
use video security cameras
in residential areas that can
capture video and/or audio
recordings of neighbors. The
following is a Frequently Asked
Questions synopsis of this topic
from Law Director Dobeck.

Q: May I use a video cam-
era to record activities on my
own property.

A: Absolutely. There is no

legal prohibition to videotap-
ing one’s own property.

Q: What happens if my
camera captures video of my
neighbor’s property?

A: Generally, there is no
legal prohibition to videotap-
ing public places or private
property where the property
owner does not have a reason-
able expectation of privacy.
So, if your camera captures
your neighbor’s front yard or
unfenced-in back yard, there
should be no legal implica-
tions. However, if your camera
is pointed toward the inside
of your neighbor’s home, or
your neighbor’s fenced-in back
yard, you may be violating civil
and criminal laws.

Q: May I use a camera
that has audio recording capa-
bilities so I can record my
neighbor’s conversations?

A: Ohio law makes it illegal
to capture conversations of oth-
ers—oral conversations, phone
conversations, or even electronic
communications—unless one
party to the conversation con-
sents to it. Therefore, if your
video security camera cap-
tures a conversation between
your neighbor and his wife, for
instance, without their consent,
you may have violated the state
criminal wiretapping laws.

Interested In Writing For The Observer? - Join Us At Our Public Meeting At Arabica Coffee House (6285 Pearl Rd.) Every Tuesday 7 PM
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The President's Corner

by Sean Brennan, Parma City Council President

I am contacted often by senior
and disabled residents in our com-
munity who are seeking financial and
other assistance. I find that, all too
often, they are not aware of the pro-
grams offered by the local, state and
federal governments or non-govern-
mental organizations. That is why I
recently reached out to Stacey Boycik,
Manager of the Parma-Snow branch of
the Cuyahoga County Public Library,

to ask if she and her staff would con-
sider partnering to put together a
Senior Benefits Fair. Always willing
to sponsor programs that benefit the
community, she excitedly agreed.

“The Parma-Snow Library is
proud to host and co-sponsor the
Benefits Fair,” Boycik explained. “My
staff and I are confident that those in
attendance will each find out about
many helpful programs available to

Senior Citizens

BENEFITS FAIRTY

Saturday, November 9 / 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Join us for & spec il free Senior Cilizens Benelis Fair. Several arganizabions wi Il alfer an
site ossisionce ond information specifically geared to senior difizens. Seniors ond disohled
cifizans will discover their eligibdity status for locol, stofe and fedaral progroms. Refreshments

will be provided

Participating organizations include:
* Parma Police Department - peronal and homa safety
* Parma Fire Department - fire prevention and wafety

= Porma Low Director Timathy Dobeck = how nat 1o fall vidtim 1o scams

* Parma Community Services Department — progroms far senior cilizens

* Cuyohoga County Fiscal Officer — homestead exemphon and other programs
* Cuyohoga Community College Encore Program

* Wastern Reserva Area Agency on Aging — programs and senvices

» Cuyahoga County Division of Senior and Adult Services — BenefitCheckUp®

pregram and ausisionoe

= University Hospitals — free blood pressure and glucese sereenings

FPresanted by Parma City Council Prasident Sean Bronnan and e Parma-Snow Branch

Parma-Snow Branch
0 Seww Rood / 2166614240

Honoring Those Who Served:
Tri-C Sets Veterans Day Observance

At Western Gampus

by John Horton

Cuyahoga Community College
(Tri-C) will honor the courageous men
and women who served in the nation’s
military during a Veterans Day obser-
vance at 11 a.m. Friday, Nov. 8, at
Western Campus. The remembrance
will take place at the Veterans Memo-
rial Garden and Galleria. “Veterans
Day provides an opportunity to pay
tribute to the brave men and women
who have defended this nation,” said
Rick DeChant, executive director of
the College’s Veterans Initiative. “The
peace we enjoy is because of those who
served.”

The program will include presen-
tations by Tony Kessler, commander of
American Legion Post 572 in Parma,
and Tri-C’s James Banks, director of
the Crile Archive Center for History
Education at Western Campus. Banks
will talk about the legacy of George
Crile, a Cleveland surgeon who led
a Northeast Ohio medical team that
treated wounded soldiers in France
during World War 1.

The archives serve as a repository

of materials about Crile and artifacts
detailing the experiences of veter-
ans on the battlefield and at home. It
focuses on the health and healing of
veterans. Tours of the archives and the
College’s Crile Veterans Center will
follow the Veterans Day observance.
Western Campus is located at 11000
Pleasant Valley Road in Parma. Free
parking is available.

Tri-C serves thousands of North-
east Ohio veterans every year through
its Veterans Initiative. For more infor-
mation on programs and services, visit
www.tri-c.edu/veterans.

them from our collaborating agencies
who will be in attendance, as well as
find out more about what our national
award-winning library system has to
offer,” she added.

The Benefits Fair is intended to be
a one-stop shop for folks to find out
what money-saving programs they are
eligible for. In fact, several organiza-
tions will be in attendance, including
the Parma Police Department, the
Parma Fire Department, the office of
Parma Law Director Timothy Dobeck,
the Parma
Department, the Cuyahoga County
Fiscal Officer, Cuyahoga Community
College’s Encore Program, the West-
ern Reserve Area Agency on Aging, the
Cuyahoga County Division of Senior

Community Services

and Adult Services, University Hos-
pitals, the U.S. Census Bureau, the
Parma Senior Center, and others.

AARP Tax-Aide
Volunteers
Needed

by Stephen Donovan

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide, the
nation’s largest free volunteer-run tax
assistance and preparation service is
seeking volunteers to assist taxpayers
in southwestern Cuyahoga County. We
have 2 tax preparation sites in Parma
and additional sites in the neighboring
cities of Middleburg Heights, Brook
Park, Broadview Heights, North Roy-
alton, and Strongsville. We also have
sites Brooklyn, and Brooklyn Heights,
and the Old Brooklyn and Puritas-
Longmead neighborhoods of the city of
Cleveland that are part of another Tax-
Aide district. Volunteers do not have to
be retired or members of AARP.

All of our sites are electronic filing
sites. Volunteers are expected to work
at a site for at least 6 hours per week on
weekdays during the tax season, which
runs from the first week in February
through the 15th of April. Each volun-
teer must have an email address and
computer experience is preferred for
tax return preparers. Volunteers do not
need previous income tax experience.
We provide a free two-week course
for tax return preparers during Janu-
ary. We are also looking for greeters
and provide them with a free one-day
course.

Tax-Aide is a very rewarding
IRS-supported program offered by
the AARP Foundation providing free
assistance to taxpayers with special
attention given to senior citizens with
low to moderate incomes. It is a great
way for volunteers to become involved
in their communities and learn about
the preparation of the 1040 tax form.
Our recruitment of volunteers is on
a non-discriminatory basis without
consideration of race, religion, gender,
disability, or sexual orientation.

For more information please call
Tax-Aide District Coordinator Steve
Donovan at 440-237-7348, call AARP’s
toll-free number at 888-687-2277, or
visit Tax-Aide’s web site at https://
www.aarp.org/money/taxes/aarp_
taxaide/

The event will take place on Sat-
urday, November 9 from 11:00 am to
2:00 pm at the Parma-Snow Library
located at 2121 Snow Road. There is no
need to register, the program is com-
pletely free, and refreshments will be
provided. Feel free to contact me for
more information at (440) 885-8091 or
councilmanbrennan@msn.com.
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The Parma Observer is a com-
munity owned and operated
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS

City Engineers Meet With U.S. Army
Corps Of Engineers To Address Flooding

continued from page 1

Mayor Tim DeGeeter. “We con-
tinue to look at different areas
that got hit hard. We have had
meetings with West Creek Con-
servancy and Northeast Ohio
Regional Sewer District searching
for solutions to our storm water
management challenges.”
DeGeeter acknowledges that
basement flooding is frustrat-
ing for residents. “There’s almost
nothing worse for a resident than
coming home to a flooded base-
ment,” he said. “We’re continuing
to work hard to try to alleviate
these problems. It’s not just an

issue in Parma. It’s a regional
problem, which is why we are
collaborating with our partners
and neighboring cities.”
while, the city is waiting for a
response from the Army Corps to
learn which projects will receive
a feasibility study. “The study
will then determine whether or
not the projects that made the
first cut after the letter of intent
review will be eligible for federal
funding from the Army Corps
and in what amount,” said Parma
City Assistant
Mihelich.

Mean-

Engineer Jim

Police Don Pink Patches And
Grow Beards For A Cause

continued from page 1

life-threatening illnesses across greater
Cleveland. “We connected with A Spe-
cial Wish leaders to start a no-shave
fundraiser. We wanted to identify a
specific wish child to help grant his
or her wish and name it, “No-Shave
WishVember,” Piazza said. “The first
year, we raised enough money to grant
a little girl’s wish to swim with the dol-
phins in Orlando.”

Spearheaded by Piazza, the fun-
draiser grew last year to include
Independence, Chagrin Falls, Pepper

Nationally recognized UH care —

Pike, Brooklyn and Brooklyn Heights
police departments. Collectively, the
departments raised more than $16,000
to help grant numerous wishes, includ-
ing sending Maxine and her family on
her wish trip to Hawaii. “These officers
have created deserving memories for
these children battling life-threatening
illnesses that their families will never
forget,” said Eileen Lane, executive
director of A Special Wish Foundation

Cleveland Chapter.

For more details about No-Shave
WishVember, visit  www.Police-
4Wishes.org.

John Andrefsky, MD, is the Medical Director of the Sleep Center at UH Parma

Medical Center.

How's Your Sleep?

Learn About The Sleep Center At
UH Parma Medical Center

BY CJ Sheppard

More than 70 million Americans
suffer from sleep problems. If you have
trouble falling asleep or staying asleep,
or are fatigued during the day, a sleep
study at UH Parma Medical Center’s
Sleep Center can help you determine
why. Find out if you suffer from a sleep
disorder and learn treatment options.

Neurologist John Andrefsky, MD,
Medical Director of UH Parma's Sleep
Center, presents "How's Your Sleep?"
on Thursday, Nov. 14 from 6-7:30 p.m.
in the Auditorum at UH Parma. Regis-
ter by calling 440-743-4932.

The Sleep Center that opened

right in your neighborhood.

Y

University Hospitals Parma Medical Center has always provided high-quality, expert and personalized
care to our community. We're proud to say it’s also some of the highest quality care in the nation.

Excellence in Healthcare

2018 & 2019 Five-Star Quality Rated Hospital
2019 Granted Provisional Level Ill Adult Trauma Center Status
2019 Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade ‘A’

Experience exceptional care yourself. To schedule an appointment,
call 440-459-0200 or visit UHhospitals.org/Parma.

2019 American Heart Association / American Stroke Association Stroke Gold Plus & Target: Stroke Elite Plus Award

Join the Discussion at: www.parmaobserver.com

University Hospitals
Parma Medical Center

last year at UH Parma Medical Center
is modern and comfortable, with the
patient experience paramount in its
design. Located on the ground floor of
Medical Arts Center 4 in a newly reno-
vated suite, it is comprised of spacious
private bedrooms with queen-sized
beds, recliners and flat-screen LCD
televisions with DVD players. The
board-registered technician who moni-
tors the study speaks to patients by
intercom to maintain privacy. In the
morning before leaving, patients have
access to a walk-in shower to prepare
for their day.
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Asset Corner # 1 ]. 9 by Gene Lovasy

October’s  Asset  Category:
Empowerment. Young people are
empowered when they feel valued,
valuable and safe. They need to believe
that adults like and respect them.
Finally, they need plenty of opportuni-
ties to contribute to their communities
through volunteering, working in paid
jobs and sharing their ideas, knowl-
edge and creativity. One of these days,
the young people in your home, school,
neighborhood and workplace will be in
charge — in charge of their own lives
and in charge of the world. You can
help young people get ready for their
future role by empowering them now.
This month’s column will focus on
Asset #10 — Safety: Combating fear,
and growing up safe in an unsafe world

Young people who feel threat-
ened, unsafe, or scared often spend a
lot of time trapped in fear or in their
attempts to protect themselves. They’re
less likely to venture forth and take
some healthy risks. On the other hand,

young people who feel safe are more
likely to feel secure enough to try new
things. That’s why safety is an impor-
tant part of feeling empowered. Fear,
both imaginary and real, is a normal
part of growing up. The key is learning
to overcome it.
Here are the facts

Research shows that young peo-
ple who feel safe in their surroundings
are more likely to make positive con-
tributions. About 51 percent of young
people, ages 11-18, say they feel safe
at home, at school, and in their neigh-
borhood, according to Search Institute
surveys. The key to safety is to create
and maintain an environment that
minimizes fear and maximizes oppor-
tunities to take healthy risks.
Tips for building this asset

Media reports fuel reality-based
fears, such as crimes and accidents.
You may inadvertently add to young
people’s insecurity by feeling anxious
yourself and believing the world is

Parma Mayor And City Council Members
Recognize Standout Citizens

by Carolyn Kovach

Parma mayor and council members
honored an exceptional business, coach
and citizen during the month of October.

Ward 3 Councilman Mark Cassel-
berry and Mayor Tim DeGeeter named
A Better Truck Cap & Hitch as the
October Business of the Month. The
business, located at 5311 Brookpark
Road, has served Parma residents for
more than 30 years and provides excel-
lent customer service.

Ward 9 Councilman Roy Jech and
the mayor recognized Josh Merold as
the 2019 Coach of the Year - Youth Soc-
cer, for his hard work and dedication
to Parma recreation sports. Merold

received the honor during an October
Monday night council meeting.

Finally, Casselberry and DeGeeter
honored Cleveland Institute of Art
student Chi (Irena) Wong for the col-
orful mural she painted at the entrance
of the Michael A. Ries Ice Rink. The
painting features ice hockey and figure
skating. A junior majoring in visual
arts, Wong participates in an intern-
ship program called Creativity Works.
The internship required Wong to make
connections with community part-
ners and develop a self-initiated project
with a business plan and budget. She
began the project this past August and
recently completed it.

ARAB

CorrFeg House & HookaH CAFE
. 6285 PEARL RoaD * 440.886.6648

Parma HeieuTs, On10 44130
Daily Promos From 1p.m. to 5p.m.

Monday- Buy 1 Pastry- Get Medium Coffee FREE
Tuesday- Noon-6PM $6.00 Hookah w/Bev. Purchas

C

dangerous. Young people pick up on
adults’ attitudes and beliefs even if they
don’t tell children how they’re feeling.
Be aware of your behavior, body lan-
guage, and words—and those coming
from others. When you talk to young
people about particularly upsetting or
frightening events, remind them such
occurrences aren’t common. Point out
the many ways people take care of one
another to be safe.
Also try this

In your home and family: Discuss
with your child suggestions for how to
remain safe in certain circumstances,

and role-play situations. For example,
create—and practice—an escape plan
in case of a fire in your home. Identify
a neighbor your child can go to in an
emergency.

In your neighborhood and com-
munity: Donate your time, materials,
or other resources to a local commu-
nity center where children can safely
play. If there isn’t a community cen-
ter near you, work to establish one or
create other safe activities for young
people in your neighborhood.

In your school or youth pro-
gram: Discuss with young people
what it means to be safe at school or in
your program. Encourage them to tell
you—or other caring adults—if their
safety ever feels threatened.

Visit www.parmacityschools.org/
character, www.search-institute.org/
assets for more information about the
40 Developmental Assets and ideas for
helping young people build them. Or
go here  http://www.parentfurther.
com/ for great asset-based parenting
tips, tricks, activities and ideas.

Add A Redwood To Parma

by William Subjoc

Perhaps you are a Parma home-
owner looking to add a large, unique
tree specimen not only for your own
sake, but for your neighbors and future
generations alike. The Dawn Redwood,
with the scientific name Metasequioa
glyptostroboides, could fill that void
along with including a unique histori-
cal perspective. I have not noticed any
in Parma but have seen some in the
Brecksville Reservation of the Cleve-
land Metroparks.

The Dawn Redwood was believed
to have gone extinct millions of years
ago and was known only by fossil
records. These fossils show the Dawn
Redwood was located across North
America and Asia. For this reason
this tree is sometimes referred to as a
dinosaur tree. Surprisingly, a few liv-
ing specimens were discovered in 1943
during WWII in the Sichuan prov-
ince of south central China. Following
WWII seeds were brought to North
America and Europe for propagation.

One of these locations is the Secrest
Arboretum located within the Ohio
Agriculture Research and Development
Center in Wooster, Ohio. The OARDC
is part of Ohio State University and any
students interested in an agricultural
career should certainly research this
facility. Within the Secrest Arboretum
is a grove of Dawn Redwoods planted
in the early 1950%. Visit ‘https://bygl.
osu.edu/node/601” where you can find
out much, much more about Dawn
Redwoods and the OARDC research
facility. You may even drive through

A pair of Dawn Redwoods at about
20 years old. (Photo courtesy of West
Holmes Arboretum.)

and walk the grounds without an
appointment. The link contains Dawn
Redwood photos to provide an idea of
the mature tree appearance.

The Dawn Redwood eventually
grows to a very large size so be sure to
have enough space. The tree may grow
to a height of 70 — 100 feet and a diam-
eter of about 25 feet. Dawn Redwoods
may even grow to 160 feet in the perfect
environment. While it is a conifer it is
also deciduous turning orange-brown
and dropping its leaves and small cones
every fall. So, for not only a unique tree
in your personal landscape you can
also include a very unique historical
aspect known to few people.

 COMPUTER SALES & REPAIRS |

PC DIAGNOSTICS INC.

5857 RIDGE RD PARMA, OH 44129

(SOUTH OF SNOW ROAD & NEXT TO ST. CHARLES CHRCH)

Wednesday- Buy Large Mocha- 2nd one 50% off
Thursday- Ladies Night- 50% off any drinks w/ad
Friday- $4.00 Hookah All Day

Saturday- 50% Off Specialty Drinks Noon-6 PM
Sunday- Open Mic Night-Patio

¢ FREEESTIMATES ¢ UPGRADES ¢ SMARTPHONE & TABLET REPAIR
4 VIRUS & SPYWARE REMOVAL ¢ LAPTOP SCREEN REPAIR ¢  ON-SITE AVAILABLE

rvnrosmoreon (44.0)884-39 0 3 i

Join the Discussion at: www.parmaobserver.com
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PROUDLY SERVING

Parma, Parma Heights and Seven Hills

Parma City School District

#PCSDProu

Four PCSD schools earn PTA

by Amy Popik

PTAs throughout the Parma City School
District are making a big impact on the
lives of students, staff and families.

So much so, four buildings received the
National PTA School of Excellence Dis-
tinction for 2019 - 2021.

Green Valley Elementary School, Hill-
side Middle School, Parma Senior High
School and Pleasant Valley Elementary
School were recognized for their “commit-
ment to building an inclusive and welcom-
ing school-community where all families
contribute to enriching the educational
experience and overall well-being for all
students,” according to information from
National PTA.

Impressively, PCSD represented a quar-
ter of the schools from Ohio who received
this designation for the 2019 - 2021 cycle.
Each school will receive a banner to proud-
ly display at their building.

“Parma City Schools have a tradition of
having strong PTAs,” Parma Council of
PTAs President Heather Ekechi shared. “I
feel this program finally gives the build-
ing PTA units recognition on the national
level.”

This isn’t the first time PCSD schools
have received this recognition. In fact, Par-
ma Park Elementary School received this
honor last year for the 2018-2020 cycle, and
many other schools have been recognized
in the past.

“I am proud of the units who received
this recognition this year, along with those
in the past,” Ekechi expressed. “All of the
units that received this recognition also
earned it a few years ago, which shows they
are continuing to keep up the good work.”

Ekechi said becoming a National PTA
School of Excellence is done in partnership
with PTA building units and building ad-
ministration.

SchO(_)l of Excellence Distinction
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“The PTA and school administrators
participate by making a year-long commit-
ment to identifying and implementing an
action plan for school improvement based
on PTA’s National Standards for Family-
School Partnerships and Family Engage-
ment,” she explained.

Along with survey data and creating
improvement goals, school PTAs follow a
“Roadmap to Excellence” created by Na-
tional PTA for their building. This road-
map offers strategies in enhancing family
engagement and improving family part-
nerships.

“PTA creates the village that helps to
raise our kids and strengthen our commu-
nity,” Ekechi described. “PTA links fami-
lies to important school and community
information. Most of our PTAs host educa-
tional programs and assemblies along with
providing engaging events for our families.
All PTAs also raise money to support the
programs, assemblies and events along
with other specific needs of their school.”

All are welcome to join the PTA and con-
tribute their talents to making a difference
in the schools.

“The number one reason to join the Par-
ent Teacher Association is to benefit your
child,” Ekechi shared. “PTA functions are
opportunities to meet other parents and
teachers, building rapport and discussing
issues that are on your mind.”

“Regardless of what your exact interests
are, you can be certain that your participa-
tion will be welcomed in any of our school’s
parent-teacher organization,” she added.
“Most schools have membership informa-
tion in their office. Even if you don’t have
much time, attending your school’s PTA or
PTSA meetings is an excellent way to stay
on top of what’s happening at the school.”

For more information about PTA, please
visit www.parmacityschools.org/pta.

We Want to Hear From You!
Upcoming Strategic Consolidation

Meetings

by Amy Popik

Please join us for the second round of pub-
lic meetings in Fall 2019 as we continue to
discuss Master Planning for Strategic Con-
solidation.

These meetings will discuss data from
last year’s meetings and community survey
results from this summer. There will also be
specific options of campus plans presented
in which the community can provide more
targeted impact and feedback on the future
of our facilities.

The specific campus options include:
Elementary Schools (Pre-K through 5th
Grade)

Option A: Six schools

Option B: Seven schools

Option C: Eight schools

Secondary Schools (6th through 12th
grade)

Option A: One high school (9-12), two
middle schools (6-8)

Option B: Three secondary campuses, each
with one 6-8 school and one 9-12 school
Option C: Two secondary campuses, each
with one 6-8 school and one 9-12 school
and a separate campus for Career Techni-
cal Education and other district functions

“We were very excited to review our
communities’ input this summer and
grateful that so many of our stakeholders
took the time to participate in our meet-
ings or survey last school year,” expressed
Parma City School District Superintendent
Charles Smialek, Ph.D. “We are even more
excited to enter our next phase of this criti-
cal process as our families, staff members

and the community will be able to pror
their feedback about specific options

our architects have devised for us. Bt
upon this second phase of feedback, we
form a clear recommendation to the Bc
of Education by the end of this caler
year.”

GPD Group are the architects who
work closely with the school district on
project and will be present at each pu
meeting to answer questions and conc«
from the public.

The following are scheduled Ma
Planning for Strategic Consolidation F
lic Meetings for Fall 2019:

Saturday, November 2, 2019, 10:00 A
11:30 AM at Parma Branch Library (Pov
Blvd.)

Monday, November 4, 2019, 6:30 P!
8:00 PM at Shiloh Middle School
Monday, November 18, 2019, 6:30 P!
8:00 PM at Valley Forge High School - .
dia Center

Saturday, November 23, 2019, 10:00 A
11:30 AM Parma Branch Library (Pov
Blvd.)

Monday, November 25, 2019, 6:30 PI
8:00 PM at Normandy High School
Monday, December 2, 2019, 6:30 P}
8:00 PM at Parma Senior High School

Meetings are open to all and the com:
nity is encouraged to provide their valu
input during this important process
will shape the future of our district!

For more information, please visit w
parmacityschools.org/superintendent.

Taste of the Towns 2019

by Amy Popik
Students in Normandy High School’s Cu-
linary Program help serve at the eighth
annual Taste of the Towns hosted by The
Parma City Schools Foundation, Inc.

The event raised over $25,000, which will
benefit each school and all students in the

district. The funds over the years have b
used for classroom supplies,
technology, programs for students and f
trips.

Visit www.parmacityschools.org/fo
dation to learn more.

5311 Longwood Avenue Parma, OH 44134 | (440) 842-5300 | parmacityschools.org

Facebook: Parma City School District | Twitter: @ParmaSchools | Instagram: @ParmaSchools
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by Susan Banks - Yurik

I usually gasp upon entering
stores in early October ~ November
when what to my wondering eyes
do appear, decorations for Christ-
mas right into the New Year.With
universal news of political, edu-
cational, economic disdain,
truly much worldly concern, I have
decided, “I choose HAPPY”!

I am awakened by the early
morning sunrise and as my toes

and

touch the chilly floor, the crisp cool
air has me reaching for my woolen
sweater. A bit of a chill remind-
ing me, a change is coming and it
is just around the corner. As I take
my morning walk, leaves of ruby
red, amber and gold decorate my
path with sounds of rustling and
crackling beneath my feet. Flowers

%

(216) 505-0310

LAW OFFICE OF

KELLY M
ZACHARIAS

INSPIRATION
I'm Ready For HAPPY ~ How About You?

displaying brightest colors of cherry
red, purples and sunburst orange
are celebrating their last hurrah
of the season. As I continue on my
way, ghosts and goblins hang from
trees and pumpkins yet to find their
faces. Christmas lights await their
glowing debut.

Soon the warmth of home and
hearth, and new television pilots
to review, gives one time to snug-
gle in for the long winters night. I
am reminded of many blessings as
Thanksgiving will soon arrive with
hopes of a first snowfall as off to
grandmother's house we go. The
aroma of turkey roasting in the oven
filling the house with fragrances of
thyme, garlic and cloves along with
warm apple pies made with apples
so sweet and tart, juices laced with
brown sugar sweet-
ness, cinnamon and

spice brings back
childhood  memo-
ries...  anticipating

memories yet to be
made.

As you prepare
for the winter sea-
son and holidays,
look to blessings and
joy. Take a moment
to hold
hand, give a gentle
hug, smile into the
eyes of a child or per-

someone's

haps just a nod hello.
Share a moment or
two of happiness in a
world so desperately
in need.

‘s 5546 Pearl Road
'lParma, Ohio 44129
T

ZachariasLaw.com

Domestic / Foreign
Light Trucks

Daniel J. Skonezny
(216) 267-1267

Danny’s Auto Service

i%l ASE certified

Meyers Snowplow Parts And Service
5273 Commerce Parkway West

Parma, Ohio 44130

Afn

of

ParmaYPs @YPParma

Strengthening the community
of Parma through networking,

activism, and local pride.

#ThislsParma

@follow_floyd_of_parma

’ o

etwork.

| Believe

by Daniel Taddeo

Believers are not to be selfish or
proud but followers of Jesus: humble,
obedient, and servants. Celebrate every
day, not just holidays, because every
day is special. Christmas is strictly
about Jesus, the real reason for the
season. Doing something “just this
once,” knowing it is wrong, can lead
to terrible consequences. God does not
abandon us in our distress; He sticks
with us through thick and thin.

God sees everything, hears every-
thing, and knows everything. God
shows no partiality and welcomes
everyone.

God wants each of us to reflect His
light by loving others the way He loves
each of us. If we keep our eyes on God,
we won'’t lose sight of life’s purpose. It
is not all about getting recognition for
utilizing our gifts; it is for God’s glory.
It takes both partners for their mar-
riage to thrive; each is responsible for
enhancing it. It takes time and effort to
build healthy relationships.

Love for others demonstrates
God’s presence in our lives. Many peo-

ple are lonely because they build walls
instead of bridges in their relationships.
More law abiding results in less crime,
violence, and destruction. More learn-
ing can evolve from mourning than
rejoicing. Our love for Christ is only as
real as our love for our neighbors.

People are responsible for plant-
ing good seed and not responsible for
how others respond; that is God’s job.
The sensible thing to do is to celebrate
what we presently have. Those who
have God’s peace within them can
thrive within strife. We are not defined
by what happens to us, but by how we
respond to what happens to us. We need
public outcry and political rage over
violence in America to fix our depraved
culture. We usually reproduce what we
come from. When our behavior limits
contentment abounds.
When we help bear someone’s burden,
we will fulfill God’s plan for us.

Self-reflection is always a good
exercise. What I believe is a work in
progress, not limited to these state-
ments and subject to change. What do
YOU believe?

covetousness,

FaitH Community DiRECTORY

Christ the Saviour American Orthodox Church
10000 State Road N. Royalton, OH 440-237-9196

christsaviour.weebly.com

All Faiths Pantry

P.O. Box 34239 Parma, OH 44134 216-496-4329

allfaithspantry.org
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

7500 State Rd. Parma, OH 440-845-2230
www.BethlehemLutheranChurchParma.com

Divinity Lutheran Church

11877 Blossom Ave. Parma Hts., OH 44130, 440-845-2060

www.divinitylutheran.com
The Islamic Center of Cleveland

6055 W. 130th St. Parma, OH 44130 216-362-0786

www.iccleveland.org

Ridgewood United Methodist Church

6330 Ridge Rd. Parma, OH 44129 440-885-1360

www.ridgewoodumc.org

St. Bridget’s of Kildare Church

5620 Hauserman Rd. Parma, OH 44130 440-886-4434

www.Stbridgetparma.com

Holy Family Catholic Church

7367 York Rd. Parma, OH 44130 440-842-5533

www,holyfamparma.org
Parma Christian Church

7000 Ridge Rd., Parma, Ohio 44129, 440-842-1614

www.parmachristianchurch.org
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As The U.S. Healthcare System Hangs In The Balance Ohio Lawmakers Take Action

by Mallory DeTota

Other than perhaps the promise
to “build that wall,” nothing is more
emblematic pf President Trump’s 2016
campaign than his promise to “repeal
and replace” the Affordable Care Act
(ACA). Although thus far the effort
to repeal and replace the popular
healthcare plan has been unsuccessful,
Trump may soon get his wish as a Fed-
eral Appeals Court in Texas considers
legal arguments in a case involving the
constitutionality of the ACA. Mean-
while, two members of the Ohio House
of Representatives proposed
adopting protections from the ACA
into Ohio law to preserve certain pro-
tections for patients with preexisting

have

condition should the court undo the
law. Legal experts predict a decision in
Texas v. U.S. any day and also predict
that this case is likely to be resolved in
the U.S. Supreme Court next year.
State Representatives Jeff Cross-
man (D-Parma) and Randi Clites
(D-Ravenna) teamed up to introduce
legislation at an October 23rd press
conference. According to Rep. Cross-
man the proposed legislation, if passed,
would incorporate protections from the
ACA into Ohio law. “It’s a good bill and
there’s no reason why my Republican
colleagues should not want to join us
in getting this passed.” Rep. Crossman
noted that Gov. DeWine and Attorney
General Yost have both publicly sup-

Pleasantview Care Center
Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation

Rep. Crossman (D- Parma) ¢ Rep. Clites (D-Ravenna)

ported the idea of protecting persons
“Gov.
DeWine promised to address this issue
‘if something happened to the ACA’ but
I don’t think it makes sense to wait.”
said Crossman. “We shouldn’t wait for a
calamity to occur. We should act now.”

The Crossman-Clites bill pro-
poses to prohibit insurance policies

with preexisting conditions.

from excluding coverage for preexisting
conditions and places limits on the pre-
miums that insurance companies could
charge. The bill also contains provisions
that would ban lifetimes caps on care
and would require Ohio insurance poli-
cies to cover what the ACA describes as
“essential health” benefits. According to
Rep. Crossman, if the lawsuit succeeds
and these protections are not adopted by

Clinical Specialty Programs

Physician driven programs with on-site rounding
by each specialist in

Cardiology -
Respiratory - Psychiatry - Wound Care

Infectious Disease

Ohio, it “will likely return us to the ‘bad
old days’ when persons suffering from
common conditions such as asthma,
diabetes, or high blood pressure may
once again need to worry about life-
time caps or coverage refusals by their
insurance company----not to mention
high-risk pools for cancer survivors or
persons with a chronic illness like mul-
tiple sclerosis.”

According to a recent study, nearly
2 million Ohioans currently have
medical conditions that might prevent
them from securing health care cover-
age should the Texas lawsuit succeed.
“We cannot go back [to] when hard-
working Ohioans would go bankrupt
because they couldn’t get access to the
healthcare they needed—when they

Legacy Place Parma
Assisted Living

- Apartment Style Assisted Living —
Studio and 1 Bedroom Suites

Extensive Assistance Unit
Bridge to Home and Respite Care

Pleasantview Care Center
Legacy Place Parma

Part of the Legacy Health Services Family
7377 Ridge Road - Parma, OH 44129 - 440-845-0200

Five Star Overall Rating

by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

For more information or a tour, call

440-845-0200

needed it most.” said Rep. Clites who
also pointed out that this time of the
year was often very difficult for her
family because of the stress involved
in choosing an affordable health plan
when you have family members with
serious chronic diseases like her son’s
hemophilia. “[Before the ACA] parents
had a hard time locating affordable
health care for their children’s special
health needs.” said Rep. Clites.

Rep. Crossman and Rep. Clites
were joined by three women who pro-
vided personal testimony regarding
their concerns about the pending law-
suit and its likely impact on their ability
to secure healthcare for them and their
family, including breast cancer sur-
vivor Susan Hyde who discussed her
daughter’s difficulty in securing health-
care 18 years after her daughter beat
leukemia. “My daughter is completely
protected with the ACA [because] it
gives her equal access to affordable
healthcare.” According to Reps. Cross-
man and Clites, they chose to introduce
the legislation on that day because of
an action day planned by breast cancer
survivors during October’s breast can-
cer awareness month. Rep. Crossman
also noted that it was one week away
from the beginning of open enrollment
which runs from November 1 through
December 15 2019. For more informa-
tion about the ACA or open enrollment
visit: www.healthcare.gov

Join the Discussion at: www.parmaobserver.com
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Loyalty, Courage And

Cowardice

by Lee Kamps

One of the points in the Boy
Scout law is that a scout is loyal.
Loyalty is a key virtue and essen-
tial for the success of any business
and the nation. However blind loy-
alty can be a danger as well as false
loyalty. It is expected that employ-
ees of a company or elected official
will be loyal and support the orga-
nization. However, it is important
to realize that loyalty is also a two
way street. If an employee or part-
ner is loyal to one person; the other
person should be loyal in return.
That that an employee
should be free to disagree with
their supervisor or manager in a

means

civil manner without fear of retali-
ation. At the same time, it should
be expected that a loyal employee
report wrongdoing
or any violation of ethics without
retaliation as well. This keeps a
company and government running

should also

in an honest and efficient manner.

However, when any manager
or superior views disagreement
or pointing out ethical problems
as disloyalty; there is something
wrong. Blind loyalty becomes dan-
gerous and often leads to problems.
The same applies to supervisors
and managers who fire or retali-
ate against subordinates who they
feel are “disloyal” by reporting
wrongdoing or disagreeing with
the superior.

It takes courage to stand up
for one’s beliefs and honesty in
the face of corruption and dis-
honesty. Very often people who
speak out or do something when
there is corruption or dishonesty
become heroes for their courage.
In fact, John F. Kennedy wrote a
best selling book before he became
President while he was recovering
from back surgery titled Profiles
in Courage. That book highlighted
several people who dared to speak
out against injustice or corruption
or just what did the right thing and
suffered severe consequences.

But all too often many people
just ignore or dismiss corruption,
dishonesty or wrongdoing in fear
of consequences. Remaining silent
in the face of corruption or dis-
honesty is nothing but cowardice.
Call it blind loyalty to a bad leader,
whether it is the President of the
nation or CEO of a company, it is
cowardice.

Right now, the United States is
faced with perhaps the most cor-
rupt and incompetent President
in its history. A few brave people,
such as
exposed the call between Don-
ald Trump and the President of
Ukraine to assist in the 2020 elec-
tion campaign. It took real courage
to expose this blatantly illegal
action by the President.

At the same time, members of
congress in the party of the Presi-

the whistleblower who

dent have either been silent about
this latest event or are taking the
line of the President that nothing
was wrong. Such blind loyalty is
cowardice. Whether or not there
is enough evidence to impeach
the President is up to the House
of Representatives to discover and
determine.
process that carries risks for both
sides. But to call such a process
illegal or unconstitutional is also

It is a constitutional

cowardice.

No matter how this scenario
works out; eventually those we
have elected to represent us in
the congress will have to decide
whether to remain blindly loyal
to the President and in fear of
his supporters or to speak out for
the truth. It is fine to be skeptical
since until and unless the truth is
discovered one way or the other
following an investigation; no one
can be certain. But for elected offi-
cials, eventually they will have to
answer to the voters. In the end,
cowardice is seldom rewarded.

As Yogi Berra once said; “it’s
This is
history repeating itself. I am old
enough to remember a very simi-
lar situation back in 1973 and 1974
when the Watergate scandal broke
and dominated the news. Since
then the source of the informa-

déja vu all over again”.

tion that led to the exposure of the
scandal, “deep throat” who later
was revealed many years later, was
remembered as a hero. While those
who failed to speak out or expose
the corruption were remembered
as cowards. Those who fail to learn
from history are condemned to
repeat it. Or if you flunk history,
you have to repeat the course.

www.hopkofuneralhome.com John C. HOpl{O

Funeral Home

6020 Broadview Road - Parma, Ohio
216-631-4888
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Cranksgiving -

A Food Drive On Two Wheels

by Jessica Cola
Cleveland’s cycling
nity is once again gathering food

commu-

for disadvantaged families and
senior citizens this holiday season!
Bike Cleveland and Bike
are hosting Cleveland’s seventh-
annual Cranksgiving, a food drive

Parma

by bicycle that begins and ends at
the Parma Hunger Center. There is
no cost to join the event, but cyclists
usually spend about $15 (or however
much you can) on food and supplies
for others. Last year the event raised
over $2000 worth of food and sup-
plies for the Euclid Hunger Shelter
and we are hoping to crush that goal
this year. This event has historically
been the largest single-day donation
of the year for all of the food banks
involved and Bike Parma is honored
to be co-hosting this year.

How does Cranksgiving work?
Riders of all ages and skill lev-
els receive a map of nearby grocery
stores and are challenged to ride their
bikes — regardless of weather — to
about four of the stores to purchase
one or more food items specified for
each. Everything purchased must be
hauled by bicycle, either in a bag,
pannier, rack, or trailer. You will
return to donate the food you col-
lected to benefit the Parma Hunger
Center. You can ride anywhere from
a few miles to 15 during the event.

Want to contribute even more?
Clean out your pantry and bring non-
perishable food items to the event.
Organize a mini-food drive at your
work or in your neighborhood. Or,
if you cannot attend, you can make a
donation to Bike Cleveland or Bike
Parma (specifying that it is for Cranks-
giving) and a Bike Cleveland or Bike
Parma board member will fetch gro-
ceries on your behalf.

Here’s the timeline for the event:
Event Date:
Saturday, November 23rd 2019

Event Home Base:
Parma Hunger Center
5280 Broadview Rd,
Parma, OH 44134

10:30AM - Registration, plus cof-
fee and donuts

11:00AM - Brief program and
send off

1:00-1:15PM — Return to Parma
Hunger Center and donate food

1:30PM - Closing program and
traditional group photo

Visit the Bike Parma or Bike
Cleveland facebook pages or www.
BikeCleveland.org for more informa-
tion.

Pre-registration is not required.
Riders are expected to wear helmets
and obey all laws.

This is a Medicare Supplement insurance solicitation. A licensed insurance agent/
producer may contact you.

Questions about your Medicare options?

Your Medicare choices

Lynda Parker H
Unit Fieid Tramer . €aN seem overwhelming.
Insurance Agent Let me help you find a Medicare

Supplement insurance policy that
helps fit your needs and offers you
more complete benefits.

Give me a call today!

direct: (440) 455-7184

cell: 440-785-3586
lynda.parker@bankerslife.com
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Cutting Edge Branded Apparel & Promotional Products

For Your Business or Non-Profit
Mention This Ad To Receive

Xﬂemembered
Expressions

Phone: 440.236.6282

www.RememberedExpressions.com

Limited time only. Order minimum required. Call for details.)

Latest Styles and Performance Wear.
In-House Equipment & Design Service

$75.00 Off Your Order!

Huge Apparel Selections.
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Parma's Own Video Producer

by Kevin Kelly

My name is Kevin Kelly and am a
local video producer who resides in the
City of Parma with my wife, Clarice. I
am the founder of Shocker Enterprises
(ShockerEnterprises.com), which is
an independent film company that
produces documentaries on local and
national subject matter. I've also been
the videographer for the local festivals
such as the “Cuyahoga County Fair”,

1 kelly Production

CLEVELAND TORSO MURDERS

and the Cleveland Mafia

“The Cleveland Ribfest” and “The
Oktoberfest” for the last 6 years. My
work can be seen yearly in the televi-
sion commercial advertisements for the
festivals. My documentaries are show-
ing on several government and private
stations around the United States. This
includes Cox Cable Channel 45 in
Parma, and Cleveland Channel 20. I
use my knowledge of films, combined

with my art education which I received
from the Cleveland Institute of Art, to
produce interesting films on unique
subjects.

My first video project was the
“Cleveland Tornado” which was pro-
duced in 2006. The story is about a
horrific storm that produced sev-
eral tornadoes in Ohio back in the
year 1953. The last of these tornadoes
formed near Cleveland Hopkins Air-
port. This particular twister proceeded
through Linndale and slammed into
the intersection of Bellaire and West
117th Street in Cleveland. The tornado
then continued through Cleveland's
west-side neighborhoods before cross-
ing over the Cuyahoga River and into
the city's downtown area. It finally
dissipated out over Lake Erie, sparing
much of the east side.

For the video's special effects,
I built several miniature sets of the
Cleveland neighborhoods, including
one of downtown Cleveland. These
models were destroyed with a large
blower to simulate the devastation
caused by the twister. I guess the spe-
cial effects were so convincing that
some who saw the video on TV were
bewildered on how I was able to actu-
ally get my hands on real film footage
of the tornado destroying the city back
in 1953. Other local documentaries I
have produced are “Legend of the Lake
Erie Monster”, “Cleveland Animal

Skilled Nursing - Outpatient Therapy
Rehabilitation - Long Term Care

Five Star
Overall Rating

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Kevin Kelly

Attacks in 19047, and the“Cleveland
Torso Murders”. I was honored with a
Clapper Award for my film “Cleveland
Torso Murders” from WCTV in Wad-
sworth, Ohio.

I have been producing local docu-
mentaries since 2006 and have since
expanded the subject matter to more
worldwide interests. Through exten-
sive research and interviews of experts
and witnesses, I've attempted to bring
forth the most accurate information
possible to the audience. My latest doc-
umentary, “Rabies” , has received great
appreciation from viewers around the
country. Many people, after watching
the documentary, were surprised to
learn that much of the information they
were originally told about the virus was
false. I was even shocked when I began

Clinical Specialty Programs

Physician driven programs with on-site rounding by each specialist in

Cardiology - Wound Care - Pulmonology - Psychiatry

Broadview Multi-Care Center

Part of the Legacy Health Services Family

researching the subject of rabies. At
first, I wasn't sure that I wanted to do
a video on such a depressing subject.
However, after talking to some experts
on the subject, they convinced me that
it was an important subject that the
public needed to be informed about.

I grew up in the city of Cleve-
land but has lived and worked in
Parma,Ohio for the last 25 years, and
I wouldn't want to live any place else.
Parma has a little bit of everything:
parks, city life, and festivals, which
can be a goldmine for a videographer.
Growing up in Cleveland back in the
early 70's, the only place I knew about
Parma was Snow Road, which to me
seemed like a pretty rural area at that
time; I never believed I would be living
here one day.

5520 Broadview Rd. - Parma, OH 44134 - 216-7/49-4010

www.broadviewmulticare.com
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AREA WIDE EVENTS

News You Can Use (And Where To Find It)

by Gene Lovasy

More re: Human Trafficking.
Raising Awareness

From the Human Trafficking
Hotline - https://humantrafficking-
hotline.org/

Myths & Facts:

Myth: People being trafficked are
physically unable to leave their situa-
tions/locked in/held against their will.

Reality: That is sometimes the
case. More often, however, people in
trafficking situations stay for reasons
that are more complicated. Some lack
the basic necessities to physically get
out - such as transportation or a safe
place to live. Some are afraid for their
safety. Some have been so effectively
manipulated that they do not identify
at that point as being under the control
of another person.

Myth: Labor trafficking is only
or primarily a problem in developing
countries

Reality: Labor trafficking occurs
in the United States and in other devel-
oped countries but is reported at lower
rates than sex trafficking.

Myth: Traffickers target victims
they don’t know

Reality: Many survivors have
been trafficked by romantic partners,
including spouses, and by family mem-
bers, including parents

Watch for more information re
Human Trafficking in the next issue.

Compliments of the Imagine Foun-
dation.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The Parma Heights PACT (Police
& Community Together) Youth
Group:

Alternating between an activity

WE BUY HOMES.
Call Today for Your

FREE VALUATION'

Don't list it!
Don't fix it!
Don't clean it!
Don't show it!
I | "‘“'
DOﬂ 1 worry. WE I.I. PAY

¢o GERpaCISHEOR T
LA e

b 216.906.4282
gogettaproperties06@yahoo.com

(soccer, kickball, etc.) and a discussion
topic (social media, bullying, college vs
Career Tech, eic.), the group continues
to meet every other Tuesday from 6:00
to 7:30 pm at Cassidy Theater (unless
otherwise announced.). Area students
ages 12 -17 are welcome to join.

For announcements ¢ detailed
information visit the PACT Facebook
page at:
heights.police; email: pactunit@gmail.
com; ph: 440.884.1235.

www.facebook.com/parma-

From Parma City Schools:

If you have, or know of, a prospec-
tive eighth grader NOT enrolled in
PCSD consider registering for Shadow
Day. This new program gives a pro-
spective eighth grader the opportunity
to experience an entire school day to
include regular classes, Career Tech
programs, athletics & clubs. For more
information visit this page: https://
tinyurl.com/PCSD-ShadowDay or
contact Audrey Holtzman, Admin Spe-
cialist for Enrollment & Recruitment at
440.885.8334; email: holtzmana@par-
macityschools.org.Shadow Days are
scheduled for Nov 1st & 8th so sign up
soon.

Parma Parent University....
PCSD & Tri-C have teamed up to
offer free, informative & entertain-
ing workshops for parents w/students
in the district who wish to learn more
about a variety of subjects & chal-
lenges which affect children today.
Go here to learn more & to register
for the next session: https://tinyurl.
com/2019ParmaParentUniversity

Take advantage of “Donuts wth
Dr. Smialek”, a once-a-month oppor-
tunity for a donut, coffee & an informal
conversation with the Superintendent.
Sessions run from 8:00 am to 9:00 am
atlocal Dunkin’ Donut locations as fol-
lows: Mon., 11/04/19, 7422 Broadview
Rd. and Mon., 12/02/19, 5759 State Rd.

Re: Strategic Consolidation....All
community members are being offered
the opportunity through November
8th to complete a short survey regard-
ing Master Planning for Strategic
Consolidation options. The survey can
be found clicking on the Strategic Con-
solidation link on the Superintendent’s
web page www.parmacityschools.org/
superintendent.

Three of the five Strategic Con-
solidation meetings taking place in
Novemebr are as follows: Saturday,
11/2/19, from 10:00 am to 11:30 at
Parma Branch Library (Powers Blvd.),
Monday, 11/4/19, from 6:30 pm to 8:00
pm at Shiloh Middle School & Monday,
11/18/19, from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm at
Valley Forge High School - Media Cen-

Your choice for quality
short-term rehabilitation
Providing quality health

care services for seniors since
1953, we are pleased to offer
short-term rehabilitation
services and programs.

)
W
MOUNT ALVERNA
VILLAGE

FRANCISCAN COMMUNITIES

6765 State Rd., Parma, OH 44134
www.mountalvernavillage.com/np

(440) 843-7800
Sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago @

EQUAL HOUSIG
OPPORTUNITY.

ter Tours of 21st Century Schools are
scheduled Nov 9 & Nov 16. For details
on these and up-to-date information
re: up-coming Strategic Consolidation
meetings Visit www.parmacityschools.
org/superintendent.

The second of four Town Hall
meetings is schedule for Wednesday,
Nov. 20th at Parma Library (Rm A)
beginning at 6:30 pm.

From the Ohio Department of Edu-
cation (ODE)

Go here: https://tinyurl.com/
ODE-Disabilities-Plan to check out the
results of a year-long effort to improve
learning experiences and outcomes for
students with disabilities.

Go here: https://tinyurl.com/
ODE-SEL-Resources Go here to learn
more about Social — Emotional Learn-
ing (SEL) and the wealth of resources
available. Clicking on the “Family &
Community” section of the graphic
will display a whole list of options
to include posters, guides of various
kinds, with embedded links to, among
other things, cue cards to help address

specific situations.

From PCSD Connects (formally CBS
Connects):

Go here: http://pcsdconnects.org/
for information regarding workforce
development related services available
to District students & links to connect
directly w/school counselors. Click on
the “Gear-up” graphic to learn about
all the college admission/scholarship
assistance services also are available for
your child.

From Metro Health:

Project Dawn....Deaths avoided
w/Naloxone — For individuals who
use opioids & are at risk of death from
opioid overdose, & for their family
& friends. Learn how to recognize an
overdose, how to respond to an over-
dose & how to administer naloxone
to reverse an opioid overdose. Local
venue: Cuyahoga County Board of
Health, 5550 Venture Dr., Parma. For

Read the rest of this article online
at: parmaobserver.com

Old Midtown Plaza Gets New Name

And ILook

continued from page 1

a 20,000-square-foot Aldi and a new
Planet Fitness. The redevelopment
will add energy-efficient LED lighting,
improvements to the parking lot and
an update to the fagade.

The city is working with LRC
to cover $2.5 million of the project
cost through a tax increment financ-

ing agreement that will re-invest the

increase in property taxes — result-
ing from the redevelopment — back to
the Quarry Square project. The deal
doesn’t include annual property taxes
the Parma City School District receives.

“We want to invest in our city using
this economic development tool that
allows us to keep the schools whole,”
said Parma Mayor Tim DeGeeter. He
added that the new Quarry Square will
help attract additional retailers to the
city's third-largest shopping plaza.

“The major facelift to the plaza, as
well as its rebranding, gives the center a
much-needed reboot that symbolizes real
momentum for Quarry District,” Parma
Ward 4 Councilwoman Kristin Saban
said. “It’s been a longtime in the making
for an important area of the city.”

What inSpifes You?...

Let our devoted staff curate it for you!
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Experience next generation resort-styled senior living and assisted memory care.
Enjoy the ultimate in lavish comfort with all the perks of a luxury hotel. You
will always receive personalized health and hospitality services with genuine
warmth and thoughtful attention by our team of experienced professionals.
Rediscover the wonderful awakening of “Full of Life” living.

PSS g VISTA SPRINGS
Full of Life.

8668 Day Drive | Parma, Ohio 44129 | VistaSpringsLiving.com
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PARMA ART SCENE

Parma Art Scene

by Kathryn Mabin

Anthony DeMarco, Parma High
School Alumni, retired Parma High Art
Teacher, and Board Member of Parma
Area Fine Arts Council, currently has
his photographic work included in
Cleveland Photo Fest, Altered Land-
scapes/Vision & Poetry Show, at Mac’s
Backs-Books on Coventry. The show
opened on October 25th, with a poetry
reading at 7 p.m. Local poets and pho-
tographers shared their physical and
emotionally altered landscapes in a live
presentation. Photographers Kat Cade,
Mary Ford, Samantha Bias, Janet Cen-
tury, Tim Lachina, Anthony DeMarco,

Todd Hoak, and Catherine McManus
provided the visual stimulus through
their surrealistic approach to internal
and external landscapes. Eight poets per-
formed their emotional reactions to the
surrealistic photographs on display. Poets
Krystal Sierra, Jim Szudy, Nicole Hen-
nessy, Jimi Remick, Miguel Moor, John
Burroughs, Siaarra Freeman and Doc
Janning challenged the audience with
their observations and perceptions. This
show runs through November 30th.
Prama Artspace & Gallery, located
at 5411 Pearl Rd., held a Sun Print
Workshop on Saturday, October 19th.
The Sun Print (cyranotype) work-

Christmas Parade & Frosty's Fest

by Kathryn Mabin

Save the date, Sunday, December 8,
2019, Parma’s Christmas Parade kicks
off at 2:00 p.m. from Stearn’s Farm and
marches north on Ridge Road to the
Ridgewood Golf Course.

This year, We Are Parma Proud, the
newly created 501(c)3 nonprofit, will be
hosting the inaugural Frosty’s Fest at
the Ridgewood Golf Course, located in
the heart of Parma, at 6505 Ridge Road,
on December 8, 2019, immediately fol-
lowing the Christmas Parade. Frosty’s
Fest promises to be a nice ending to

the annual parade and includes family
oriented planned events such as snow
tubing, a tree ceremony, kids craft,
games, refreshments, a Parma Cookie
Walk featuring goodies from local bak-
eries, an Adult Ugly Sweater Contest,
and of course Santa!, and more.

This event is looking for spon-
sorship from area businesses, cookie
vendors, and volunteers who would like
to join in on the fun. For more infor-
mation email We Are Parma Proud at
parmaproudl@gmail.com, and follow
We Are Parma Proud on Facebook.

(BLUE LINE BAR & GRILL)

Foo

440-79

Now Open Daily

and Drink Specials
4305 Brook

11:00 A.M.

ark Road

-4305

Saturday, November 16
THE HOLIDAYS: HOW TO NAVIGATE

Saturday, December 07
READY FOR WINTER:
AVOIDING HOSPITALIZATION

Saturday, January 18
NEW YEAR, NEW YOU:
UN-RETIRE YOURSELF!

Hosomad
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Location: Parma Home Instead Senior Care Office

(12000 Snow Rd. #7).
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

The best home to be in is your own.

Home Instead offers personalized in-home services,
Learn more at Homelnstead.com/306
or call 440.734.7441

MEMOAY CARE | HOSMCE SUPPORT

Only 25 seats per class!
RSVP to (440) 734-7441
and reserve
your seat
and workbook

HMEALS AMD MNUTRITION

shop was taught by award winning and
nationally known photographers, Laura
D’Alesandro and Samantha Bias. This
workshop was family friendly. Parma
Mayor Tim DeGeeter and family were
in attendance. I've heard the creations of
Jack and Molly DeGeeter are now dis-
played in a prominent location in their
home. Follow Prama on Facebook.
Michelle Behal, President of Parma
Area Fine Arts Council, acrylic painter
and award winning pyrographic art-
ist (wood burning) will be in Belleville,
Ohio at Christmas In The Valley on
November 9th, Columbiana, Ohio
at St. Jude Christmas Craft Show on
November 16th, Oberlin, Ohio at Ober-
lin Holiday Bazaar on November 17th,
LaGrange, Ohio at LaGrange Holiday
Show on November 23rd, and Huron,
Ohio at Mulberry Creek Christmas
Show on December 7th and 8th, with her
unique creations. For more information
on her custom made products, or details
regarding the shows listed, visit www.
beartracksart.com.
Katrina Lindsley,
Parma Area Fine Arts Council and
founder of Devotions, home made
air fresheners and more, will be at
Lake Catholic High School in Mentor
on November 2nd, Grace Church in
Middleburg Hts., on November 8th &

member of

9th, Heritage Presbyterian Church in
Ambherst on November 16th, and North
Royalton High School on November
23rd. Follow Devotions on Facebook.
Sean Mabin, member of Parma
Area Fine Arts Council, and owner of
Prama Artspace Gallery has work in
the Skull & Skelleton Show in The Gal-
lery at Lakeland Community College.
The artists reception, Boneyard Mar-
ket, costume party and benefit auction
was held Thursday, October 24th. The
show runs through November 8th.

Lakewood’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Crime Tip Line (440) 887-7340
crimetips@parmajustice.net

www.cityofparmapolice.com

We work for you

Emergency — 911
Non Emergency - (440) 885-1234

Dean DePiero
DePiero Law

deandepiero.com

5546 Pearl Rd. Parma, Ohio 44129
DePierolaw@gmail.com
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Pleasant Lake Villa
Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation

I
Five Star Overall Rating

by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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Pleasant Lake Villa is holding its annual gift drive to help make the holidays
a little brighter for senior citizens in our community.
ITEMS SUGGESTED FOR DONATIONS:
Blankets - Slippers - Nonskid socks - Toiletries - Snack foods - Tea

Please drop off items NOVEMBER 4 through DECEMBER 5 at:

Pleasant Lake Villa - 7260 Ridge Road - Parma, OH 44129 - 440-842-2273 or
Regency Hospital Cleveland West - 6990 Engle Rd. - Middleburg Hts., OH 44130 - 440-202-4200

Join us for a reception at Pleasant Lake Villa on

Thursday, December 5 | 4-6 p.m.

Refreshments and cookies provided
For more information, call the front desk at 440-842-2273.

Pleasant Lake Villa BLIA
Part of the Legacy Health Services Family .A‘n.-rg.ﬁ‘
7260 Ridge Road - Parma, OH 44129 6990 Engle Rd. - Middleburg Hts, OH 44130

www.lhshealth.com
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