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“Life’s tragedy is that we get old too soon and wise too late”- Benjamin Franklin

Mount Alverna Village 

Breaks Ground For Major Expansion

continued on page 4

by Carl Hilling,  
Superintendent

Last May was a game 
changer for the Parma City 
School District. It was in 
May that we discovered we 
would have a $2,000,000 
budget shortfall in the 2015-
2016 school year and then 
a $7,000,000 shortfall this 
school year.

Addressing a deficit of that 
size meant making numer-
ous reductions that affected 
our students. It also meant 
we needed to start thinking 
differently. Our entire admin-
istrative staff came together 
as a team and had a voice in 
the reductions and how it 
would impact their building or 
department. We looked at our-
selves more critically, focusing 
on where we had come from 
and where we wanted to be.

From this experience 
came Focus on the Future. 
Seven Focus on the Future 
Action Teams were created, 
whose members represented 
a cross-section of the dis-
trict’s stakeholders including 
administrators, classified and 
certified staff members, stu-
dents, parents, elected officials 
and community members.

The Action Teams held 
their first meetings on Janu-
ary 18, 2017, at Parma Senior 
High School. Many of the 
teams began their discus-
sions learning about each 
other. They also discussed 
what short-term recommenda-
tions were needed to address 
the critical issues facing our 
district. These short-term rec-
ommendations were meant to 
be improvements the district 
could implement immediately 
at little or no cost.

On February 21, 2017, the 
Action Teams reported to the 
Board of Education on their 
short-term recommendations. 
The Board then scheduled 
three special meetings in 
March to ask critical questions 

by Jeannie Roberts
Scott Slack was named the Mayor’s Citizen of the Month, and the Business of the Month is 

Charm Thai Restaurant, 7462 Broadview Road.
Scott was nominated for his outstanding and tireless work on behalf of Holy Family Church 

and School. In January, he was presented with the 2017 CYO (Catholic Youth Organization) Recog-
nition Award for his years of service coaching their youth. After attending Holy Family School, he 
returned as a Basketball coach for the past 20 years. Scott is the father of two sons, Ryan and Kyle, 
and a daughter, Monica. He is a life-long resident of Parma and lifetime parishioner of Holy Family 
Church. Scott has served as a past member of the Pastoral Council and Parish Mission Team. He is a 
current member of Holy Family’s newly formed School Board, further showing his commitment to 
the youth of our community.   continued on page 3

by Daniel P. McCarthy
On March 23 Mount 

Alverna Village held a ground-
breaking service to celebrate 
the beginning of what will 
be a substantial addition to 
their Senior Living Commu-
nity. The event was officiated 
by Cleveland Catholic Bishop 
Emeritus Roger Gries, O.S.B. 
and Parma Mayor Timothy 
J. DeGeeter, who both spoke 
to those assembled to mark 
the occasion. This scheduled 
major campus expansion on 
the 24 acre property begins 
the construction for a new 
building and renovation proj-
ect totaling 10 million dollars. 
The major capital effort has 3 
goals:

To erect and addition to 
the existing building for the 
relocation of therapy services 
and life enrichment activities. 

To construct a new build-
ing dedicated to memory care 
and assisted living services. 

To renovate all vacated 
areas on the existing buildings 
for additional resident services 
and amenities. 

Bishop Gries remarked "I 
am very pleased to be invited 
to take part in this historic 

Superintendent Carl Hilling

Focus On The Future Engages 
Stakeholders With District

of the Teams and considered 
the short-term recommenda-
tions presented. I reviewed 
the short-term recommenda-
tions by the Action Teams and 
presented my thoughts and rec-
ommendations to the Board of 
Education on March 20, 2017.

On March 24, 2017, the 
Board of Education voted to 
accept many of the short-term 
recommendations provided 
by the Action Teams. The full 
list of accepted short-term rec-
ommendations is available on 
our website at www.parmaci-
tyschools.org/future.

Focus on the Future pro-
vides the opportunity for the 
administration to rethink and 
redefine how we operate, based 
on the desires of the commu-
nity stakeholders. This is a real 
attempt to share the future of 
the district with the commu-
nity and to give you a voice in 
this effort. 

As you can imagine, this 
was a massive undertaking and 
we intended to make this pro-
cess a team effort. Over 200 
people volunteered to serve on 
an Action Team, and over 110 
were chosen. In most cases, the 
stakeholders who volunteered 
were able to work on the team 
they were most interested in.

From the very beginning, 
the entire Focus on the Future 
initiative was conducted 
in complete transparency. 
Community members were 
invited to observe any and all 

Charm Thai restaurant owners Carl Bindman 
and Mel Jabkul with Mayor Tim DeGeeter and 
Council member Jeff Crossman.

Scott Slack with Council member Brian Brochetti 
and Mayor Tim DeGeeter.

Mayor Honors Citizen, Business Of The Month

event". He went on to say 
"Mount Alverna Village has 
had a long and wonderful his-
tory of taking care of Seniors 
which is a testament to all the 
associates and dedicated Fran-
ciscan Sisters of Chicago who 
have worked hard for Mount 
Alverna over the years".

"Mount Alverna Village 
has always enjoyed an out-
standing reputation as a high 
quality, faith-based provider of 
care", said Sister Joseph Marie 
Zenda, O.S.F., Vice President 
of Ministry Development. 
"This major campus expan-
sion is necessary to continue 
our work of carrying out the 
healing mission of Jesus and 
responding to the growing 
healthcare needs of the com-
munity". 

The Acapella choral group 
from Saint Anthony of Padua 
School was on hand to provide 
a wonderful background to the 
event, and when Parma Mayor 
Timothy J. DeGeeter delivered 
his remarks, he mentioned that 
his Father stayed here last year 
when he was in town for major 
heart surgery, and he couldn't 
have been more pleased with 
the way in which he received 
such thorough and focused 
care. 

By next year the project 
is to be completed and in full 
swing, so Parma will have 
yet another addtition to the 
growing list of places where 
excellent Senior Care is a short 
distance from anywhere in our 
great city. 
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The President’s Corner
by Sean Brennan

Recently, I had the honor of meet-
ing one of Parma’s religious patriarchs, 
Fr. Dale Staysniak, who has served as 
Pastor of St. Anthony of Padua Parish 
for almost 24 years. This month in my 
continuing series on Parma’s places 
of worship, you are provided with a 
glimpse into this religious rock of the 
community located at 6750 State Road.

Fr. Dale grew up in a devout Roman 
Catholic family in North Ridgeville, 
where he attended St. Peter’s grade 
school.  He had a calling to serve the 
Church from a young age and, there-
fore, attended Borromeo Seminary High 
School. He remained there for college 
and was ordained a priest in 1975. He 
was called by the bishop to serve his first 
associateship at St. John Bosco Parish. 
He also served as an Associate Pastor at 
St. William (Euclid), St. Angela Merici 
(Fairview Park) and St. Adalbert (Berea) 
parishes.  “God offers us all many gifts 
– marrying, serving the Church, hav-
ing children, etc., but gives us free will 
to make our own choices,” Fr. Dale 
explained.  “I am so blessed to have been 
called to serve the Church,” he added.

Fr. Dale mentioned that many folks 
have misperceptions about St. Anthony 
of Padua. In fact, this author is guilty 
as charged. For instance, many believe 

that the Parish and Padua High School 
are one in the same. However, although 
they share the same property, they are 
separate entities. “The Parish and the 
high school were once run by the Fran-
ciscan Friar community, but they were 
always distinct bodies,” Fr. Dale clari-
fied.  Further, the Parish was divested to 
the Cleveland Catholic diocese in 1993, 
due to the Franciscan Order’s chal-
lenge to staff it any longer. As a result, 
Fr. Dale, a priest of Cleveland Diocese, 
was named pastor at that time by Bishop 
Anthony Pilla. “Our parishioners are 
very proud of their Franciscan heri-
tage,” Fr. Dale explained. “Further, they 

all know that Parma is a great place to 
live and raise a family,” he added.

One thing that I had never thought 
about prior to meeting with Fr. Dale is 
the huge tract of Catholic land that runs 
from the edge of Padua hill at Padua 
High School all the way east through 
St. Anthony of Padua, Holy Family 
Home, Mt. Alverna Village, Parma-
dale and Camp Corde, all the way to 
St. Columbkille Parish on Broadview 
Road.  This area was once referred 
to as ‘Holy Hill,’ Fr. Dale explained. 
Although he is not quite sure of the 
history of this huge tract of Catholic 
property, he mentioned that “someone 
obviously had a vision back in the day.”

In the spirit of St. Anthony, St. 
Anthony Parish came from humble 
beginnings. Anyone who frequents Pro-
gressive Field is familiar with St. Maron 
Church on Carnegie. If one reads the 
cornerstone of the building, however, 
they will note that it reads “St. Antonio.”  
St. Antonio moved when St. Maron 
acquired the property, however, when 
the Innerbelt was constructed, St. Anto-
nio was moved to Parma in 1959 and 
was founded as St. Anthony’s.  Parma 
was growing by leaps and bounds, so 
the move was a no brainer.  The first 
building constructed on the State Road 
property was the elementary school and 
gym. In fact, the gym served as the cha-
pel until the church was built in 1985. 

St. Anthony’s summer carnival 
kicks off the Parma carnival season each 
year. In fact, this year the carnival will 
run from Wednesday, June 7 through 
Sunday, June 11. The Parish welcomes 
everyone to join in the fun, great food, 
games, casino, rides, and fellowship.

The mission statement of St. Anthony 
of Padua School states the following: “St. 
Anthony of Parma Roman Catholic Ele-
mentary School is a faith community, 
where students are challenged to grow 
and develop spiritually, intellectually, 

Sean Brennan, 
Parma City Council President 
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emotionally, socially and physically in 
accord with Gospel values. Our mission 
is the shared responsibility of the student, 
home, school and community.” “One of 
the advantages our school has is its prox-
imity to Padua High school, where our 
students are able to take courses and earn 
high school credits,” Fr. Dale mentioned.

In closing, I wish to thank Fr. Dale 
for taking the time to offer the com-
munity insight into his fine Parish. 
Should you like to learn more about St. 
Anthony of Padua, visit their website 
at www.stanthonypaduaparma.org or 
call 440-842-2666.

Crime Tip Line (440) 887-7340  
crimetips@parmajustice.net  
www.cityofparmapolice.com  

Emergency – 911  
Non Emergency -  (440) 885 -1234  We work for you  
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Isn’t it time your business partnered with this history making, award wining community project?

by Laura Oravec
Robert Oravec started work-

ing at Sirl's Automotive February 
1st, 1977 when he was 18 years old. 
He has become the manager of the 
towing department and has been 
granted the Order of the Towman 
award, the highest honor a tow-
man can receive. Since receiving the 
Order of the Towman award he has 
become a Captain of the Order of the 
Towman and has also received the 
ACE award twice. His boss, Dale R. 
Sirl Sr., has expressed how proud he 
is of the work that he has done and 
the time that he has committed to 
the company. He stated that Robert 
has "given the most dedication that 

Robert Oravec Celebrates 40 Years Of Service 
At Sirl's Automotive

any one person could give" and that 
he is the "heart and soul of the towing 
department." Robert has dedicated his 
life to being a tow truck driver and has 
dutifully given up many weekends and 
family functions to perform the duty 
that is required of a tow truck driver. 
Congratulations Robert on your 40 
years of hard work at Sirl's Automotive.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

by CJ Sheppard
If you are 50 years of age or older – 

and you are a current or former smoker, 
have diabetes, or have a history of high 
blood pressure and/or high choles-
terol – you may be at risk for peripheral 
artery disease (PAD) or other vascular 
diseases, which affect the body’s blood 
vessels.

Join us for a free screening event on 
Saturday, April 8 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

by CJ Sheppard
University Hospitals Parma Medi-

cal Center now offers prone breast 
radiotherapy for patients who have had 
a lumpectomy for early-stage breast 
cancer. This well-established technique 
is only available at UH Seidman Can-
cer Centers at UH Parma and Firelands 
Regional Medical Center in Sandusky.

This technique is advantageous for 
patients, as it may reduce radiation dose 
to the chest wall, heart, and lungs and 
thus  potential long-term complications 
of breast radiation. It may also be ben-
eficial for patients with larger breasts, as 
it allows the breast tissue to hang away 
from the thorax, reducing the width 
of breast tissue treated and potentially 
allowing the chest wall structures to be 
spared from radiation dose.

Free Vascular Screening On April 8
at University Hospitals Parma Medical 
Center, to learn about your risk for vas-
cular diseases. Excellent treatments for 
all forms of vascular disease are avail-
able at University Hospitals

Harrington Heart & Vascular 
Institute locations across northern 
Ohio, including at UH Parma Medical 
Center.

Registration is preferred but not 
required. Call 800-883-3674.

Prone Breast Therapy, An Advancement 
In Breast Cancer Treatment

For more information, please 
contact Aryavarta.Kumar@UHhospi-
tals.org, who sees patients Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at UH Parma 
Medical Center.

by Jeannie Roberts
Parma’s annual Safety Fair, a com-

munity family event for area residents 
to learn valuable safety information, is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 29 from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Parma Justice 
Center, 5555 Powers Blvd.

The event is a cooperative effort 
of the Parma Fire Department, Parma 
Police Department, City of Parma and 
Parma City Council. The highlight of 
the Safety Fair is the medical chopper 
landing, which is scheduled at noon, 
after which kids and their parents can 
explore the chopper. The Fair also 
includes a grease fire demonstration, 
a K-9 demonstration and information 
about gun safety, fingerprinting, Inter-
net safety and much more.

This year, the Cleveland Browns 
will have a presence at the Fair, bring-
ing as-yet unnamed players to sign 
autographs for an hour or so. Mayor 

Tim DeGeeter is excited that the 
Browns want to be involved, and calls 
the day “educational and fun for the 
whole family, and something our resi-
dents look forward to every year.”

In conjunction with the Safety Fair, 
a community shredding event is sched-
uled during the same hours at the main 
parking lot of the UH Parma Medical 
Center, off Powers Blvd across from the 
Parma branch library. The shredding 
services will be handled by Shred-It and 
paid for by a grant from the Cuyahoga 
County Solid Waste Management Dis-
trict administered through the City’s 
Community Services & Economic 
Development Department. 

Parma residents should bring iden-
tification – a driver’s license or utility 
bill – and also a donation of canned 
or non-perishable food items for the 
Parma Hunger Center, which will be 
on-site collecting the food items.

Parma Safety Fair And Shred 
Event Return This Month

Charm Thai’s exceptional food 
and customer service, as well as its 
support of the community and the 
school district, were factors in the 
restaurant’s being honored. Carl 
Bindman and Mel Jabkul, who have 
been married for 17 years, run the 
restaurant along with their two 
sons, Tony and Toy. The restaurant 

Mayor Honors Citizen, 
Business Of The Month

already features an extensive menu 
of Thai dishes, and the owners are in 
the process of updating and expand-
ing its menu. The restaurant is open 
seven days a week, and Mel usu-
ally welcomes her regulars by their 
first name as they come in the door. 
Charm Thai has been in Parma for 
seven years, and we wish the restau-
rant success for many more.

continued from page 1
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TRI-CITY NEWS

by Kathie Zipp
Growing up in Parma, I must have 

passed the Red Circle Bar & Lanes on 
State Road thousands of times. I’ve 
bowled there for Girl Scouts and birth-
day parties, and I’ve stopped in for a 
drink with family and friends. As with 
many Parma residents, the Red Circle 
has always been a part of my life. But 
when I stopped to think, I realized I 
knew very little about it. “How long 
has it been there?” I asked my mom, 
also a life-long Parma resident. “As 
long as I can remember,” she replied.

My curiosity drove me to stop up 
at the Circle and try to find out more 
over some amaretto and coffee. But I 
was met with similar replies. “I’ve been 
coming here since I was a little kid,” 
said Jason Pfeil, now in his 40s. “I used 
to come up here for the youth bowling 
leagues on Saturdays, and even bar-
tended for a summer later on.” Jason 
directed me to his dad, Tom Pfeil, who 
has run the Circle’s bowling leagues for 

the last 30 years. Even he had trouble 
answering my question. “I remember 
when they added more lanes, from 6 to 
12, and had to set the pins by hand,” he 
said. Tom also remembers the original 
owner Al Ceo.

by Kevin Riley
After an investigation by Parma 

Police and FBI agents in Cleveland and 
Boston, Parma Police have charged two 
people in connection with the events 
surrounding the disappearance and 
eventual discovery of 17 year-old Kata-
rina Bitterman at a home in Salem, 
Massachusetts.

Michael H. Julien, age 19, and his 
mother Renee M. Hanson, age 43, both 
of Salem, Massachusetts, were indicted 
by a Cuyahoga County Grand Jury on 
charges of Inducing Panic, Interference 
with Custody, and Obstructing Justice, 
all felonies of the fifth degree.

Bitterman was reported missing 
back on March 4th. She was found 
approximately one week later on March 
10th at the home of Michael H. Julien 
and Rene M. Hanson after an investi-
gation by Parma Police detectives and 
FBI agents from the Cleveland Field 
Office determined that Bitterman was 
staying at their residence. FBI agents in 
Boston and Salem Police were notified 
and later found Bitterman alive and 
unharmed inside Hanson’s residence. 
Bitterman was taken into custody by 
Salem Police and held until her parents 
brought her back to Parma. 

Parma Police detectives, along 
with Cleveland and Boston FBI agents, 

by Kevin Riley
The Parma Police Department 

is pleased to announce that it will be 
conducting its Citizen Police Academy 
this spring. The Parma Police Depart-
ment is currently taking applications 
for this spring’s academy class. The 
academy will start on April 19, 2017. 
The academy is 10 weeks long and will 
run weekly on Tuesday evenings from 
6:30pm to 9:30pm. The cost is free for 
those individuals who are selected.

Individuals must be at least 18 years 
of age, have no criminal history other 
than minor traffic violations (back-
ground checks will be performed), be 
physically able to participate in active 
class training, commit to attend 10 
weekly three-hour sessions, and sign 
required waivers and agreements.

The Citizen Police Academy pro-
gram is intended to open the lines of 
communication between the commu-

Parma Citizen's Police Academy
nity and the Parma Police Department. 
The objective of the program is not to 
train and certify individuals to become 
police officers, but rather to produce 
better informed citizens. Citizens who 
participate in the academy program, 
along with the police officers who 
will teach various classes, will work 
together in a friendly environment 
designed to build trust and provide the 
citizen with an understanding of the 
many challenges faced in today’s law 
enforcement profession.  

If you are interested in being 
selected for this fall’s academy, please 
contact Captain James Blair at (440) 
887-7333, or by email atjames.blair@
parmajustice.net. for an application 
and more detailed information.

You can also log on to the fol-
lowing link for a brief video about the 
academy http://www.cityofparmapo-
lice.com/news/video.htm

Parma Police Announce Criminal Charges 
In Katarina Bitterman Missing Person Case

continued to investigate this case 
after Bitterman was found in Salem. 
The investigation yielded evidence 
that Michael H. Julien and Renee M. 
Hanson plotted together to bring Bit-
terman back to Salem in order to live 
with them. The investigation also 
showed that Renee M. Hanson trav-
eled alone to Parma on March 4th and 
picked up Bitterman a short distance 
from her home after her parents were 
gone. Renee M. Hanson then drove 
Bitterman back to her home in Salem.

In addition to the charges against 
Michael H. Julien and Renee M. Hanson, 
Katarina Bitterman will also be charged 
with one count of Inducing Panic in 
Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court. 

The Parma Police Department 
would like to thank the Cleveland and 
Boston Offices of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, and the Salem Police 
Department for their assistance in this 
investigation.

We would also like to thank the 
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s Office 
for their quick response in assisting our 
department in filing criminal charges 
in this case. Any additional inquiries 
into this case, including the extradition 
of both parties back to Ohio should be 
directed to their office.

How Old Is The Red Circle?
The bartender Kathy also racked 

her brain, and thought she remem-
bered when the original permit was 
pulled for a new awning, it may have 
said the late 1930s. I even called the 
city’s building department and the 
secretary said records said 1952, but 
that the original card was missing, 
so it could be even older. One thing 
is for sure, the Red Circle has been 
there a long time and its community 
vibe keeps people coming back. The 
third generation of Pfeils is now com-
ing to the alley. “It’s a neighborhood 
place, more personal than big bowling 
alleys,” Jason said. “When I played on 
the youth league, we used to come here 
on Saturday mornings and then go 
sled during the winter time. Now my 
daughter bowls on the league.”

Tom has seen the same faces 
around the Red Circle for years. “I’ve 
known most of the people here their 
whole life,” he said. More than any-
thing, he enjoys watching the kids on 

the leagues grow. “Some have 
grown up and can out bowl 
me now!” he said. Tom said 
the youth leagues are par-
ticularly important to the 
community because they 
offer kids another alternative 
to school-sponsored pro-
grams. He’s seen kids open 
up after joining the league in 
a way their parents said they 
didn’t previously. “It’s great 
for the parents too,” he said. 
“They can stay and social-
ize, or feel safe dropping their 
kids off at a place where they 

know most of the people.” 
As I looked around the old alley, 

it was refreshing to see so many young 
faces happy to spend their Saturday 
afternoon there. I saw the next genera-
tion of Red Circle patrons—the next 

generation of Parma. But Tom said 
unfortunately youth league numbers 
have been dwindling. Rather than lack 
of interest, Tom attributes the drop in 
no longer being allowed to distribute 

flyers at local schools. “There are lots 
of private programs—bowling, karate, 
dance—that don’t get the attention 
they deserve,” he said. 

Maybe we need a new way to 
draw attention to these programs? 
Tom said the Circle may not offer the 
youth league next year if participation 
doesn’t improve. If you know a child 
between the ages of 5 and 18 who may 
be interested in joining the league this 
fall, please call the Red Circle and ask 
for Tom. 

This blog has been republished 
from ParmaYPs.com.
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EDUCATION

by Gene Lovasy
SHOW KIDS YOU CARE:  LET 

THEM SOLVE MOST OF THEIR 
OWN PROBLEMS. April’s Asset Cat-
egory: Empowerment. Young people are 
empowered when they feel valued, valu-
able and safe. They need to believe that 
adults like and respect them. Finally, 
they need plenty of opportunities to con-
tribute to their communities through 
volunteering, working in paid jobs and 

sharing their ideas, knowledge and cre-
ativity. One of these days, the young 
people in your home, school, neighbor-
hood and workplace will be in charge – in 
charge of their own lives and in charge of 
the world. You can help young people get 
ready for their future role by empower-
ing them now.

This month’s column will focus on 
Asset #10 – Safety:

Combating fear, and growing up 

safe in an unsafe world
Young people who feel threatened, 

unsafe, or scared often spend a lot of 
time trapped in fear or in their attempts 
to protect themselves. They’re less likely 
to venture forth and take some healthy 
risks. On the other hand, young peo-
ple who feel safe are more likely to feel 
secure enough to try new things. That’s 
why safety is an important part of feeling 
empowered. Fear, both imaginary and 
real, is a normal part of growing up. The 
key is learning to overcome it.

Here are the facts
Research shows that young people 

who feel safe in their surroundings are 
more likely to make positive contribu-
tions. About 51 percent of young people, 
ages 11–18, say they feel safe at home, 
at school, and in their neighborhood, 
according to Search Institute surveys. 
The key to safety is to create and main-
tain an environment that minimizes 
fear and maximizes opportunities to 
take healthy risks.

Tips for building this asset
Media reports fuel reality-based 

fears, such as crimes and accidents. You 
may inadvertently add to young people’s 
insecurity by feeling anxious yourself 
and believing the world is dangerous. 
Young people pick up on adults’ atti-
tudes and beliefs even if they don’t tell 
children how they’re feeling. Be aware 
of your behavior, body language, and 
words—and those coming from others. 
When you talk to young people about 
particularly upsetting or frightening 
events, remind them such occurrences 
aren’t common. Point out the many 
ways people take care of one another to 
be safe.

Also try this
In your home and family: Discuss 

with your child suggestions for how to 
remain safe in certain circumstances, 
and role-play situations. For example, 
create—and practice—an escape plan 
in case of a fire in your home. Identify 
a neighbor your child can go to in an 
emergency.

In your neighborhood and com-
munity: Donate your time, materials, 
or other resources to a local community 
center where children can safely play. If 
there isn’t a community center near you, 
work to establish one or create other 
safe activities for young people in your 
neighborhood.

In your school or youth program: 
Discuss with young people what it 
means to be safe at school or in your pro-
gram. Encourage them to tell you—or 
other caring adults—if their safety ever 
feels threatened.

ASSET RELATED NEWS
Are you a student looking for a 

summer job opportunity….One of the 

benefits of our Collab & MyCom ini-
tiatives is their connection to Youth 
Opportunities Unlimited (Y.O.U.). The 
organization has once again received 
funding to help match youngsters 
between the ages of 14 - 24 to mean-
ingful summer work experiences. Visit 
www.youthopportunities.org to register, 
but hurry, available slots are filling up 
rapidly. If you’re an employer and would 
like to support the program, visit the site 
& click on the “Employer” link for infor-
mation.

From 6:00 - 8:00 pm on Monday, 
April 3rd at the Parma-Snow Library 
(2121 Snow Rd.) State Representative, 
Marlene Anielski will presenting infor-
mation regarding a number of state-wide 
educational opportunities for students 
between the 7th & 12th grades. RSVP for 
the event at http://bit.ly/2k4vo3S. Call 
Will London at 614.644.6041 or email 
rep06@ohiohouse.gov w/any questions.

Have you heard about the FREE 
Community 4th Grade String Program? 
Laurie Septaric, owner of Cappas Cakes & 
a member of the Community/Business/
School Partnership has been graciously 
donating her time and talent since early 
this year teaching (w/help from 2 stu-
dent assistants) 10, 2 - 4th grade students 
from 4 of our elementaries, how to play 
the violin. Their first concert is planned 
for Sunday, May 28th as part of the 10:15 
Sunday worship service at St Peter UCC 
in Seven Hills. Lessons will continue 
through the summer months & Laurie is 
hoping to start a new beginner’s class in 
June & perhaps another in September - 

Asset Corner #88

by Jean Micklewright

MyCom Youth Corner
Summer is right around the cor-

ner – what are you going to do when 
school’s out? Most teens would prob-
ably like to have their own job and earn 
their own money. MyCom partners 
with Youth Opportunities Unlimited 
(Y.O.U.) to match teens to summer 
work experiences in their neighbor-
hood. A summer job provides more 
than a paycheck – it builds your resume 
with work experience, teaches you new 
skills and helps you explore different 
careers. Below is an interview with 
a student, Ebony, who has had a job 
through Y.O.U. for the last four sum-
mers. Last summer her job led the way 
for a year-round part time job. 

What high school do you attend?  
What year are you?

Ebony: I am a senior at Parma 
Senior High School.

Are you doing a vocational study?
Ebony: I am in my second year in 

the Business Management vocational 
at Parma Senior High.

Did you recently win an award in 
your vocational program?

Ebony: Last year I placed first in 
small business management team, 
second in basic office procedures, and 
second in integrated office.

How did you get your first sum-
mer job?

Ebony: I applied February 2, 2013 
on the Y.O.U. (Youth Opportunities 
Unlimited) website.

How did you first learn about 
Y.O.U.?

Ebony: I learned about it through 
PATCH (Parma Area Teen Community 
Helpers) from Mrs. Jean Micklewright 
and Mrs. Kathleen Hall.

What was the hiring process like 
with Y.O.U.?

Ebony: At first it was very nerve-
wracking, being my first job, but with 
the orientations and information they 
offered us it was very simple.

Where did you get hired?
Ebony: The first two years I 

worked as a Summer Days Camp advi-
sor at Walter's Grove Park and the third 
year as a Summer Days Camp advisor 
at the Hanna building for the Parma 

A camp for children 
ages 5-21 with cognitive and 

other developmental disabilities 

Providing Help. Creating Hope. 
www.ccdocle.org/disability

June 19 - July 28
Mon- Fri  ·  9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Programs in Cleveland (Old 
Brooklyn) & Wickliffe

ACA accredited day camps 
allow children to experience 
many activities including: 
Arts and Crafts, Swimming, 
Nature, Theme Activities, 
Community Field Trips, 
Making Friends and 
Having FUN!

For more information: 
Call: 216.334.2963 

E-mail: mjscott@ccdocle.org

Camp Happiness

Read the rest of this article online at:
parmaobserver.com

Read the rest of this article online at:
parmaobserver.com
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INSPIRATION

Providing Excellence in 
Rehabilitation and  
Long-Term Care

High Resident Satisfaction 

Private Rooms Available 

Active Spiritual  
Life Services

Respiratory, Physical, 
Occupational and Speech 
Therapy 7 days a week

A MEMBER OF THE

Serving with Pride.

communicarehea l th .com

440.888.5900 
Admissions 24/7 

6455 Pearl Road
Parma Heights, OH 44130

Faith Community Directory
Christ the Saviour American Orthodox Church 

10000 State Road N. Royalton, OH 440-237-9196

All Faiths Pantry 
P.O. Box 34239 Parma, OH 44134 216-396-4329 
allfaithspantry.org

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
7500 State Rd. Parma, OH 440-845-2230 
www.BethlehemLutheranChurchParma.com

The Islamic Center of Cleveland 
6055 W. 130th St. Parma, OH 44130 216-362-0786 
www.iccleveland.org

Ridgewood United Methodist Church 
6330 Ridge Rd. Parma, OH 44129 440-885-1360 
www.rumc-parma.org

 UPGRADES 

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 
WWW.PCDSHOP.COM 

(SOUTH OF SNOW ROAD & NEXT TO ST. CHARLES CHRCH) 

 LAPTOP SCREEN REPAIR 

 FREE ESTIMATES 
 VIRUS & SPYWARE REMOVAL 

 SMARTPHONE  & TABLET REPAIR 
 ON-SITE AVAILABLE 

I Believe by Daniel Taddeo
Adolescents who identify their primary motives, such as helping others, are 

three times happier than those who lack such altruistic motivation.
For a more rewarding life, the challenge is to minimize the negative “stuff” 

and maximize the positive “stuff.”
God’s Word says the harder we work to serve others and promote the “give” 

way, the more we will grow and the more we will “receive in return.”
If we are to use sex in the way God created us, we must restrict it to the mar-

riage relationship and not to our thoughts, wishes, and desires.
The Ten Commandments express God’s love, will, and guidance concerning 

human conduct and relationships. They are the following:
1. You shall have no other gods before me.
2. You shall not make for yourself an idol.
3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.
4. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
5. Honor your father and your mother.
6. You shall not murder.
7. You shall not commit adultery.
8. You shall not steal.
9. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
10. You shall not covet.
We are all equal in Christ, Who by one Spirit has bonded us into one fellowship 

with Him and with one another, binding upon all people in every age.
We are God’s stewards (managers) entrusted by Him with our time, talents, 

and treasures. Also, we are responsible for the proper use of the earth’s resources.
We should involve ourselves only in those things that will produce Christ-like 

purity, health, and joy in our lives.
When people begin to exhibit distain for God’s truth, there may soon come a 

time in their lives when they find it impossible to believe in the Creator.
Whether we are called to be leaders or followers of God, each of us must be 

willing and able to “endure the challenges.”
Self-reflection is always a good exercise. What I believe is a work in progress, 

not limited to these statements and subject to change. What do YOU believe?

by Lizabeth Braskie
Sometimes our relatives and 

friends have a special, verbal descrip-
tion of someone that instantly 
identifies them as the person in ques-
tion. When our family speaks about 
a female member who definitely loves 
“purses,” “rings” or even “nail pol-
ish,” we immediately recognize the 
described individual. Such is the iden-
tification for the word “shoes” that 
belongs to granddaughter Jessica.

All through her growing up years, 
Jessica has been linked to her attrac-
tion of footwear.  When she was little, 
she loved to dig into the “dress up box” 
of clothes, but especially the shoes that 
were discarded by older members of 
the family. Her winning selections 
were not “flats” but those that had 
small heels. These served her desire to 
enjoy the grown-up noise they made 
when she walked in them. Since most 
of my home had carpeting, she asked 
to go outside so that she could hear 
her “click shoes” while she walked up 
and down the driveway. I enjoyed her 
smiling face and the steps she took in 
order to hear the clicks on the con-
crete. During a rainy day we went to 
the basement where we played school. 
Jess’s role as teacher meant dressing the 
part including her favorite footwear. 

by Bob Stilwell
The Parma Heights Historical 

Society is planning on issuing a news-
letter that will be ready for distribution 
this year. We are interested in hear-
ing from anyone that has lived, or still 
lives in Parma Heights. We want to 
share some of your memories in the 
newsletter. We feel personal memories 
are enjoyable to read. Come and share 
your stories with us. We are located 
in the basement of the Parma South 
Presbyterian Church on Pearl Road 
every Tuesday at 10:00am or every 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at the same 

When The Shoe Fits
Although the tile floor didn’t have the 
same noise quality as outside, I was still 
entertained with dramatized clatter.

While Jess and her brother were 
growing up, many family vacations were 
enjoyed in the great outdoors. Camping 
and hiking were repeated fun trips for 
all. These adventures needed different 
footwear for everyone, so hiking boots 
were added to each person’s inventory. 
Our National Parks and the Appala-
chian Trail lured the family to discover 
selected walking locations across the 
country. Their boots also covered many 
miles while enjoying the outdoors in the 
great state of Alaska. Sturdy footwear 
was necessary for exploring, hiking and 
sliding on glaciers.

As my granddaughter grew older 
and went through footwear trends, 
her teens and college favorites were 
the high-heeled “peep toes” that gave a 
classy look and feel to getting dressed 
up. These were the popular and exag-
gerated open toe, dressy shoes many 
girls wore for date night. Jessica’s pref-
erence was a pair of black patent leather 
with four inch heels. They added matu-
rity to her stature and revealed that yes, 
she had grown up. When she got mar-
ried, I teased her at the reception when 
she took off her uncomfortable wed-

The Tollhouse Times

location at 7:00pm. If you are not able 
to attend feel free to call the Parma 
Heights Historical Society President, 
Aldo Melaragno at 216-496-7150.

continued on page 8
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Broadview Multi-Care Center is proud to offer:
 Physical, occupational and speech therapies up to 7 days a week
 On-site cardiology and pulmonary medical care
 24 hour skilled nursing care
 Full-time nurse practitioners
 Respiratory therapy up to seven days a week
 Specialized wound care
 Private rehabilitation suites
 Flat screen televisions with satellite cable
 Complimentary, unlimited Wi-Fi available

For more information or a tour, call 216-749-4010

5520 Broadview Road · Parma, OH 44134 · 216-749-4010

www.broadviewmulticare.com

Best Nursing Homes
U.S. News & World Report 2016-2017
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PERSPECTIVE

by Lee Kamps
After seven years of promising 

a “market based” alternative to the 
Affordable Care Act or Obamacare, 
the Republican Party finally deliv-
ered. However their plan is a disaster 
and would cause more problems that 
it would solve. When the American 
Hospital Association, the American 
Medical Association, AARP and the 
CEO of the Cleveland Clinic, Toby 
Cosgrove oppose this proposal; you 
have to realize that this is a real stinker 
of a bill. No matter how much they 
dress this up and spin it, no matter how 
much make up they put on this pig; it 
is still a pig and a very bad bill that 
should be soundly defeated.

Last month Corbin Luna wrote a 
column critical of my columns. In his 
column he states that the ACA only 
benefits a few people, yet hurts 99% 
of Americans. But there is no basis in 
fact for that statement. Contrary to 
his statement of only 1% of Americans 
benefitting from the ACA, the truth is 
that most Americans do benefit from 
the ACA. Let me illustrate.

For every American; the ACA 
mandates no cost preventative care. 
This means that preventative medi-
cal care is available to everyone with 
no deductible or co-payments. This 
includes an annual wellness exam for 
adults and annual well child exams 
for children. It also includes cancer 

PORCH & ROOF EXPERTS
COMPLETE HOME REPAIRS & IMPROVEMENTS
• Porch Floors, Railings, Steps, Etc.
• New Roofs, Repairs, Tear-offs
• Garages Repaired, Rebuilt
• Vinyl Siding & Trim
• Replacement Vinyl Windows
• Masonry, Tuckpointing, Steps
• Brick Work

• Waterproofing
• Attic & Blown-In Insulation
• Concrete, Asphalt Driveways
• Seamless Gutters & Downspouts
• 12 Months Same as Cash
• Competitive Pricing
• Low Monthly Payments

CUSTOM CRAFT BUILDERS
5010 Mayfield Rd. • Lyndhurst

FREE ESTIMATES
216-381-2222

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Violations Corrected • Insurance Claims

Since

         
 1976

POWER WASHING COMPANY

Call Now to SChedule: 

2 1 6 - 2 6 7 - W A S H  ( 9 2 7 4 )

•exterior home  
   washing
•driveway & 
   concrete washing
•Roof cleaning

•Fence & deck 
    cleaning
•Brick cleaning 
•Shed & gazebo 
    cleaning

NORTHEAST OHIO’S
LEADING POWER 
WASH COMPANY

Republican Alternative To The ACA Lands With A Thud
screening tests such as mammograms 
and PAP tests for women as well as 
prostate cancer screening tests for men. 
It includes colorectal cancer screening 
tests such as stool tests and colonosco-
pies. It includes tests to discover heart 
disease. This could make a large differ-
ence in lowering the cost of health care 
as well as improving the health care of 
Americans since diseases detected in 
their early stages are easier and more 
successfully treated.

For those on Medicare; the ACA 
helps by gradually closing the prescrip-
tion drug coverage gap or “donut hole”. 
This year for anyone who falls into the 
coverage gap, 60% of the cost of name 
brand drugs are covered and 49% of 
generic drug costs are covered. The 
coverage gap will gradually close until 
2020 when it will close with 75% of all 
drug costs being covered in the “donut 
hole”. For people with serious illnesses 
who use a lot of prescription drugs, this 
could be a life saver.

As far as the expansion of Med-
icaid that is part of the ACA; this has 
been a life saver for many people. An 
example is a woman I met a few years 
ago in her early 50s. She was forced to 
leave her job (and health insurance) to 
care for a husband with terminal can-
cer and an elderly father. Thanks to the 
ACA she was able to qualify for Med-
icaid under the expansion due to the 
ACA. Because of that she was able to 

get a PAP test that revealed cancerous 
cells on her cervix. Without the no cost 
preventative care and Medicaid expan-
sion, she would not have gotten that 
test and delayed seeing a doctor about 
it until there was severe bleeding indi-
cating serious cancer

There are countless stories of oth-
ers like her whose life and health were 
saved because of the passage of the 
ACA. In Ohio alone, more than 700,000 
Ohio residents have been able to qualify 
for Medicaid because of the expansion 
under the ACA. That is 700,000 people 
who would be uninsured with most of 
them being students, part time workers 
and full time workers whose income just 
isn’t enough. Nationally it is estimated 
according to the Kaiser Family Founda-
tion that as many as ten million people 
have qualified for Medicaid under the 
expansion as part of the ACA.

In addition to the Medicaid expan-

sion, the health insurance exchanges 
have enrolled many more Americans. 
Thanks to premium subsidies that are 
paid directly to the health insurance 
companies, many more Americans 
now have health insurance where they 
would not be able to afford it previ-
ously. Again according to the Kaiser 
Family Foundation, more than 20 mil-
lion Americans have enrolled in health 
insurance through the exchanges with 
84% of those qualifying for a premium 
subsidy.

Yes, there are problems with the 
ACA that have been well documented. 
Not enough young and healthy people 
are enrolling and choosing to be unin-
sured. This is causing adverse selection 
and increasing premiums. However 
this is because the penalty for not 
getting covered is way too low so it is 
cheaper to pay the penalty than to get 
insured. The Republican alternative 
eliminates this penalty entirely. If any-
thing, the penalty should be increased 
so it is more expensive to be uninsured 
by choice.

But the real problem is that here 
in the United States, we have never 
thought of health care as a basic right 
of citizenship. Instead we have treated 
health care as it is some commodity that 
could be bought and sold like a televi-
sion set or car. But the first thing that I 
learned in a course in health econom-
ics is that health care does not operate 

ding shoes and changed into a soft pair 
of slippers. A flashback had me visual-
izing a little girl who admitted no pain 
while she was determined to clomp up 
and down the driveway with a smile 
and her two feet in a grown-up dream. 
I had to dab at the grandma tears that 
were sliding down my cheeks.

Jessica’s degree in Nursing has 
dictated that appropriate footwear is a 
must for her present job. She kisses her 
husband and three daughters when she 
leaves for her evening shift. Dedicated 
to her profession, she walks silently in 
her shoes that specialize in comfort, 
flexibility and speed while proudly 
helping those in her care. During quiet 
moments, Jess might reminisce about 
her family, life’s journeys or favorite sto-
ries she can share with her daughters. 
I’m sure they’ll hear about the variety of 
footwear that walked through years of 
her life. No doubt she’ll tell them about 
the familiar and marvelous “clicks” of 
her treasured childhood memories. It’s 
a wonderful possibility that her girls 
have inherited the “shoe gene” and the 
amazing cycle of “click shoes” will con-
tinue. And, as for me, I’m sure of one 
thing. I’ll be listening.  

When The Shoe Fits
continued from page 6
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OBSERVER

8668 Day Drive  |  Parma, Ohio 44129  |  VistaSpringsLiving.com

(440) 340-4000

What inspires You?... 
Let our devoted staff curate it for you! 

NOW
 O

PEN

Catered Living 
Assisted living
Memory Care

Located at the  
       Shoppes of Parma.

Experience next generation resort-styled senior living and assisted memory care. 
Enjoy the ultimate in lavish comfort with all the perks of a luxury hotel.  You  

will always receive personalized health and hospitality services with genuine 
warmth and thoughtful attention by our team of experienced professionals.   

Rediscover the wonderful awakening of “Full of Life” living.  

PREGNANT?  NEED HELP?

Free and Confidential

Parma:  216-661-6400
Lakewood:  216-228-5998

You can phone a friend!
24 hours a day
1-800-550-4900

www.birthright.org

PREGNANT?  NEED HELP?
Free and Confidential

Lakewood: 216-228-5998
14701 Detroit, #344 above Panera

Parma: 216-661-6400
5451 Broadview Rd. & Grovewood

You can phone a friend!
24 hours a day
1-800-550-4900

www.birthright.org

ATTORNEY
DUI/Traffic

Landlord/Tenant
Criminal

Business/Consumer

Michael H. Holbrook
216-534-9205

holbrook.legal@gmail.com

5579 Pearl Road, Suite 203
Parma, Ohio 44129

Free Initial
Consultation

by Corbin Luna
The other day a friend asked me to 

translate something to Spanish for him. I 
told him I couldn't because I didn't speak 
Spanish. That seemed inconceivable to 
him. "But you're Mexican," he said. "Your 
parents came here from Mexico. How can 
you not speak Spanish?" Yes, my parents 
came here from Mexico. But the reason 
they came here was to be Americans and 
they believed that if they were allowed to 
become Americans and reap the benefits 
of being Americans, it was their respon-
sibility to be Americans, not Mexicans 
living in America. And since the language 
of Americans is English, they refused 
to speak Spanish to me and my siblings. 
Consequently, I don't speak Spanish. And 
as I told my friend, I'm not Mexican, I'm 
an American of Mexican descent just like 
he is an American of German descent. 
And as such, I don't speak Spanish just 
like he doesn't speak German. 

I've often thought that the most 
important thing I learned from my 
parents was personal responsibility. 
They taught me that it was my respon-
sibility to adapt to this country; not 
for this country to adapt to me. They 
believed it was my responsibility to 
abide by the laws of this country; not 
for the country to ignore the laws that 
I don't like. They believed that it was 
my responsibility to achieve success; 
not for the country to provide it to me. 
As they liked to say, if you want to live 
like a Mexican, live in Mexico. If you 

Why I Don't Speak Spanish
want to live like a German, live in Ger-
many. If you want to live like an Italian, 
live in Italy. And if you want to live in 
America, accept the American laws 
and mores and live like an American. 

My parents had an immense dislike 
for the people who come to this country 
illegally, especially those from Mexico. 
They were breaking the law. They were 
rudely “cutting in line” in front of the 
people who were going through the 
process to legally become American cit-
izens. Instead of being Americans, they 
were Mexicans living in America and 
they were giving Americans of Mexican 
descent a bad name. 

Today we hear an awfully lot about 
immigration, especially how bad it is to 
deport people who came here illegally. 
It's just more spin, innuendo, half-truths 
and lies coming from people who have 
a personal, political, and/or financial 
stake. Sometimes it hard to ferret out 
what that reason is, but it's always there. 
For example, the other day I read that 
97 Silicon Valley firms, including Apple, 
Google and Facebook, filed a “friend of 
the court” brief in opposition to Presi-
dent Trump's travel ban. The article 
made it sound like those companies 
were bathed in compassion. The fact is, 
according to a Silicon Valley think tank, 
over 37% of the tech jobs in Silicon Valley 
are filled by people from other countries. 

Americans in those jobs earn well into 
the six figures. People from countries like 
India, for example, will take the job for 
fifty thousand dollars and think they've 
died and gone to heaven. By the time they 
come anywhere near their earning poten-
tial, their H1B visa expires, they go home, 
and the company uses the freed up H1B 
visa to hire someone else. Believe me, I 
know. Prior to retiring I was a VP with 
one of those software companies and saw 
it done on almost a daily basis. 

On the other hand, I don't know 
a single immigrant who came to this 
country legally (and has no stake in 
keeping an illegal here) who believes 
that the people who came here illegally 

shouldn't be deported. Granted, I don't 
know them all, but the ones I do know 
feel just like my parents felt.

If my parents were alive today they 
would be thoroughly disgusted by all 
the nonsense being said about immi-
grants. They would tell you that saying 
this country was built by immigrants 
is half true at best. The truth is that it 
was built by people of various heritage 
who came here legally to be Ameri-
cans. And they would demand that 
you stop lumping them in with people 
who came here illegally. They were not 
Mexicans living in America. They were 
Americans of Mexican descent and 
they were extremely proud of that.

Monday- Buy 1 Pastry- Get Medium Co�ee FREE
Tuesday- Noon-6PM $6.00 Hookah w/Bev. Purchase
Wednesday- Buy Large Mocha- 2nd one 50% o�
Thursday- Ladies Night- 50% o� any drinks w/ad
Friday- $4.00 Hookah All Day
Saturday- 50% O� Specialty Drinks Noon-6 PM
Sunday- Open Mic Night-Patio

Daily Promos From 1p.m. to 5p.m.
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SENIOR LIVING

Take the first step.  
Call us at 440.888.3809 or  

visit HomeInstead.com/306

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is independently owned and operated.

You can’t always be there. 
But we can.

With Home Instead Senior Care, 
caring for an aging loved one 

doesn’t have to be a struggle. It’s 
why we offer everything from 
individualized help around the 

house to advanced Alzheimer’s 
care—to keep them safe and 

sound at home, instead of 
anywhere else.

the empty fridge
a sign your aging parent needs help

© 2016 Home Instead, Inc.

by Daniel P. McCarthy
The Parma area has been blessed in 

recent years with several fine choices for 
Senior living space, and here is one more 
worth a good look. Parma Village Senior 
Apartment Community, profession-
ally managed by Clover Communities, 
at 11500 Huffman Rd., features afford-
able and comfortable senior apartment 
homes nestled in a quiet community set-
ting. One and two bedroom apartments, 
each with designer kitchens including 
breakfast bar and modern electric energy 
saving appliances. Central air, French 
doors leading to private patio/balcony, 
and pet friendly, with restrictions; fees 
may apply. Other attractions include in-
suite laundry, salon fitness and rec room 
on site, heat cable and water included, 
community lounge with fireplace, indoor 
central mailbox system, secure build-
ing, including TV monitored entrance 
with controlled access- and the list goes 
on and on- far too many amenities to 

 800.707.8922  |   hospicewr.org

You’ve relied on him since you 
wore your own tutu. 
Now it’s his turn.
APRIL 16 IS NATIONAL HEALTHCARE DECISIONS DAY. Ask your 
dad if he’s completed a living will and healthcare power of 
attorney. Talk about his healthcare choices. Ask about the 
hard stuff. Talk about compassionate options. 

Tell him his choices matter to you, his granddaughter 
and your whole family. Then fill out the simple documents 
together. Get started at hospicewr.org/decisions. 

Discover Parma Village 
Senior Apartments

include them all. 
A personal note: When I attended 

nearby Greenbriar Middle School, this 
land was a field and woods and at one 
time had been a farm dating back to the 
Civil War era. There were the remants 
of an ancient farm house, with only 
the stone foundation still standing. 
I couldn't help but think as I walked 
through the property and wonder if the 
people working the land back then ever 
could imagine in their wildest dreams 
that one day in the 21st Century an 
innovative living community such as 
this would grace this spot? We citizens 
of Parma consider this fine progress, 
and it is waiting for you to behold. Prop-
erty Manager Vicki Gibbons will be only 
too glad to answer any questions and 
arrange for a visit to see for yourself all 
that is available here. She can be reached 
at 440-884-1700, and you can visit their 
website at www.clovergroupinc.com. 

Focus On The Future Engages 
Stakeholders With District

of the Teams’ meetings and submit 
their questions. Minutes of all the 
Action Team meetings were posted 
on our website within 48 hours, 
along with videos from all relevant 
Board of Education meetings for 
public review.

However, Focus on the Future does 
not stop with these short-term recom-
mendations. Many Teams have already 
begun developing long-term recom-
mendations that will help us make a 
plan for a new and dynamic school dis-
trict. The Action Teams will continue 
to report to the Board of Education on 
a regular basis.

We also understand that some 
of our volunteer stakeholders will 
change over time and new people will 
replace them. We believe this dynamic 
will allow for new ideas. However, as 
people come and go, the Focus on the 

Future process will remain intact. 
If an opening on an Action Team 
becomes available and you would like 
to be considered, please visit www.
parmacityschools.org/future and sub-
mit your information. We will make 
every effort to include you as a mem-
ber.

I hope as you read through the 
short-term recommendations and 
visit our website, you will be impressed 
with the work already completed. I 
know I am.

We have heard the concerns 
from the community and we know 
they want solutions and plans that 
will make everyone proud. We will 
continue to work together as a team, 
unified with our three communities, 
to bring positive, comprehensive, 
and relevant change that will benefit 
our children today and tomorrow. 
We are a stronger Parma City School 
District.

continued from page 1
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Danny's Auto Service 
Domestic / Foreign                                                            ASE certi�ed
Light Trucks                        
                            
                        Meyers Snowplow Parts And Service
            5273 Commerce Parkway West

Parma, Ohio  44130 
Daniel J. Skonezny
(216) 267-1267 

Providing quality health 
care services for seniors since
1953, we are pleased to offer
short-term rehabilitation 
services and programs.

Your choice for quality 
short-term rehabilitation

6765 State Rd., Parma, OH 44134
www.mountalvernavillage.com/np

(440) 843-7800
Sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

 

PARMA ART SCENE

by Kathryn Mabin

Enroll Now – Youth Art Classes 
Parma Area Fine Arts is offering, 

Art Exploration, for ages 7 to 17, offers 
students the opportunity to explore 
explore a variety of arts, crafts, and 
mediums with a certified instructor. 
Instructor, Sean Mabin received his 
Bachelor of Arts from the Cleveland 
Institute of Art, and his Licensure to 
teach Art Education for grades K thru 
12 from Cleveland State University. He 
believes in a discipline based art edu-
cation, incorporating art history and 
current events as they relate to the class 
project. Class size is limited in order to 
offer individualized attention. Supplies 

by Gini Baldi
North Coast Needlers Quilt Guild 

presents its 15th biennial quilt show "My 
Favorite Chix are Quilters!" Over 250 
quilts will be featured, ranging from tra-
ditional and contemporary to modern 
and art quilts, offering something for 
everyone to enjoy. Many of our members 
are award-winning quilters!

Quilts will be exhibited in the 
airy rotunda of Westlake High School, 
27830 Hilliard Boulevard, Westlake, on 
Saturday, April 22 and Sunday, April 

by Bob Stilwell
The Parma Heights Historical 

Society has created a newly designed 
Parma Heights T Shirts, in assorted 
colors, that are on sale now. They are 
$15.00 plus $3.00 for shipping. Call 

At CIA’s Pre-College program, you’ll spend two or four 
weeks using the tools and processes only available to 
our students while experiencing what it’s like to attend 
a college of art and design. And you’ll earn college 
credits while building your portfolio. View course 
listings and learn more at cia.edu/pre-college.

Be an  
artist this 
summer
2017 Pre-College Program
Jul 9–21 and Jul 23–Aug 4

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

are included. Call 440-843-6474 or 
email kathrynmabin@att.net for more 
information or to enroll. 

Beginning April 26, 2017
Wednesdays 4:30pm to 6:30pm
Donna Smallwood Center
7001 W. Ridgewood Drive
$8.00 for a two hour session

Call For Entries
Medley Of The Arts

The annual spring art show and 
sale, sponsored by Parma Area Fine 
Arts Council, will be held on May 20, 
2017, from 10:00am to 4:00pm, at the 
Smallwood Center. This unjuried show 
is open to the public. No residency or 
membership requirements. Ribbons 

Parma Art Is and cash prizes are awarded in the fol-
lowing five categories, 1)Watercolor 2)
Oil & Acrylics 3)3 Dimensional (pot-
tery, carving, jewelry, sculpture) 4)
Computer Graphics/Pencil/Pen & Ink/
Pastels 5)Photography, as well as a Best 
In Show and People's Choice Award. 
In honor of the 55th Anniversary the 
monetary awards have been increased 
over previous years. Applications must 
be received by May 12th. Drop off date 
for entries is May 19th. For details or 
an application please contact Michelle 

at (216)618-0956 or visit the web site at 
www.Parmafinearts.org.

Flamingo Fever
Sponsored by Polish Village Com-

munity Development, Flamingo Fever 
is looking for creative individuals. 
Applicants will receive a pink plas-
tic lawn ornament to use to create 
unique table top sculptures. This is a 
fun family oriented event. For more 
information, or an application contact 
Kathy at kathrynmabin@att.net. 

North Coast Needlers 
Quilt Show

23. Show hours are 10-5 both days. A 
beautiful red and white guild-made 
quilt will be raffled off on Sunday 
afternoon.  

Rounding out the show will be a 
boutique offering handcrafted items 
for sale, a quilt-side cafe', and a ven-
dor mall featuring local and regional 
dealers. Admission donation is $5 
for adults, $4 for seniors, ages 10 and 
under free. More information can be 
found on the North Coast Needlers 
website www.ncnquilt.com. 

Parma Heights T-Shirts
Aldo Melarragno (President of the 
Parma Heights Historical Society), for 
details. All proceeds will benefit the 
Parma Heights Historical projects that 
are planned for this year. Than you in 
advance for your order.
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www.lhshealth.com

7260 Ridge Road · Parma, Ohio 44129 · 440-842-2273

We are proud to offer
• Physical, Occupational and Speech therapies 

up to 7 days a week
•  Private rehabilitation suites
•  Assisted Living, achieved Survey Excellence  

the past 2 years
•  Achieved Survey Excellence from the  

Ohio Department on Aging Resident Survey 
Satisfaction

•  Pulmonary Rehabilitation Program, 
individualized care for patients with chronic 
respiratory problems

•  Cardiology Program, comprehensive approach 
to patient care starting with extensive nursing 
education and follow-up by board certified 
cardiologists

•  Full-time nurse practitioners on site
•  Excellent Wound Care outcomes

For more information, or to schedule a tour, call 440-842-2273

Five Star Overall Rating
by the 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services


