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Community Pride At GM Parma

by Thomas Mock

The Motors
Foundation and GM’s Parma
Metal Center have announced
$25,000 in grants to Greater
Cleveland nonprofit organiza-

General

tions through its Community
Grants program. “Through the
GM Foundation, these impor-
tant community organizations
are able to drive programs that
continue to improve the qual-
ity of life in our communities,”
said Lamar Rucker, Parma’s
plant manager. “We are proud
to be a part of a company and
community that both work
hard to support education,
enhance community revital-
ization and help those in need.”

Funded by the GM
Foundation, the GM Com-
munity Grants will support
the following Northeast Ohio
organizations and community
programs:

United Way of Greater
Cleveland ($10,000) - Aspires
to create and support healthy
communities where all kids
succeed in school and families
and individuals are financially
stable. To do this, they engage
community members to vol-
unteer their time, talent and
voices to support its work.
More than 150 Community
Impact volunteers oversee the

annual investments in pro-
grams designed to address
some of our community’s most
difficult problems, and Cam-
paign Cabinet volunteers work
to mobilize some 1,400 work-
place campaigns. More than
participate
in hands-on projects through
Days of Caring programs. The
result is 450,000 Greater Cleve-
land residents benefit from
United Way every year.
American Cancer Soci-
ety, Northeast Ohio Region
($5,000) — The American Can-
cer Society is the nationwide
community-based
health organization dedicated

2,000 volunteers

voluntary

to eliminating cancer as a
major health problem by pre-
venting cancer, saving lives,
and diminishing suffering
from cancer through research,
education, advocacy and ser-
vice. The Northeast Ohio
Region partners with Parma in
major initiatives like Making
Strides Against Breast Cancer
where Parma is a leading sup-
porter in the Cleveland area.
Big Creek Connects
($5,000) — Is committed to
conserve, enhance, and bring
recognition to the natural and
historic resources of the Big
Creek Watershed and develop a

UH Parma Among Nation's
Top Heart Hospitals

by CJ Sheppard

UH Parma Medical Cen-
ter is recognized among the 50
Top Cardiovascular Hospitals
in the nation for 2017, accord-
ing to Truven Health Analytics.
The ranking demonstrates that
UH Parma outperformed its
peers on a balanced scorecard
that considers inpatients and
extended outcomes, clinical
processes, efficiency and cost
for common cardiovascular
conditions and treatments.

The 2017 50 Top Cardio-
vascular Hospitals have:

+ Significantly  higher
inpatient survival than non-

winning cardiovascular
hospitals (25 to 55 percent
higher)

+ Fewer patients with com-

plications (20 to 22 percent fewer)

+ Higher 30-day survival
rates and lower readmission
rates for acute myocardial
infarction (AMI), heart fail-
ure (HF), and coronary artery
bypass  grafting  (CABG)
patients

If all cardiovascular pro-
viders performed at the level
of award winners like UH
Parma Medical Center, Tru-
ven estimates that more than
9,000 additional lives could
be saved and more than 6,000
more heart patients nationwide
could be free of complications.

Truven bases its analysis
on Medicare patients. It esti-
mates the impact would be
even greater if these standards
were applied to all inpatients.

Parma team members and community support representatives following the Community Appreciation
Day event Wednesday, November 16th.

recreational trail network that
connects these resources to
each other and the community.

Greater Cleveland Food
bank ($5,000) - Each year, 52
million meals are missed in
the Food Bank’s service area.
Its mission is to ensure that
everyone in Greater Cleveland
communities has the nutri-
tious food they need every day

through both food distribu-
tion and food stamp outreach
efforts.

“Through the Commu-
nity Grants Program, GM
Parma is fostering an environ-
ment that supports education
and growth of the region,” said
Lori Wingerter, vice president,
GM Foundation.
ships with these organizations

Partner-

Parma Saves More
Than One Million Dollars

by Tom Mastroianni

Since taking office in
2011, T have looked into many
different ways to save money
for Parma residents. One area
that I looked into was out-
standing bond debt and the
possibility of refunding some
of these bonds to save money
with better rates. I am pleased
to report that in 2016, I was
able to complete another bond
refunding and save approxi-
mately $665,929, which puts
our total savings for the resi-
dents of Parma at $1,376,608
since 2011.

Tim Reidy, Managing
Director in Fifth Third Secu-
rities’ Public Finance group,
and a 17-year veteran of the
municipal finance indus-
try says “The Treasurer’s
Office has successfully exe-
cuted strategies to save City
resources by capitalizing on
debt refinancing opportuni-
ties and maintaining its credit

rating in challenging economic
times. Mr. Mastroianni’s lead-
ership in the Treasurer’s Office
has played a key role in con-

underscore our commitment
to the residents of Parma and
all of Greater Cleveland.”

This year, the GM Com-
munity Grants program will
provide over $2 million in
funding to hundreds of orga-
nizations in 47 communities
where GM employees live and
work.

tributing to the City’s strong
fiscal management practices,
as recently described by the

continued on page 10

Fundraising Event For

.

Parma's Own John Allender

A Fundraising Event was held on 11/13 at Smedley's in Kamm's
Corners in order to show support for Parma's own John Allender,
Blues musician, Valley Forge Graduate and past Parma Observer
writer, who was seriously injured after being struck by a motorist
on US 41 in Florida on 8/13. Defying odds, he is improving steadily
and needs love and support from anywhere and everywhere.
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The President’s Corner

by Sean Brennan

Are you familiar with the following
individuals: Bonnie Dunkelman, Carole
DePaola, Mary Anne Christie, or Curt
Braden? Like a great majority of Ohio-
ans, probably not. However, if you voted
in the Presidential election on November
8, chances are you voted for two of them.
This month I explore the elusive Elec-
toral College — the group of Americans
who have the Constitutional power to
elect the president.

During the summer of 1787, as our
Founding Fathers were designing the
new government of the United States,
one of the issues they debated was how
the head of the federal executive branch
should be selected. Some suggested by
popular vote, while others suggested
Congress or state governors select the
President. Like everything in the U.S.
Constitution, a compromise was struck

Sean Brennan, ) )
Parma City Council President

and the Electoral College was born.

The Electoral College was supposed
to be composed of individuals who were
well educated in the realm of politics and
were of means with a large vested inter-

QUICK OBSERVATIONS

by Daniel P. McCarthy, Publisher

Parma Heights Mayor's
Business Breakfast

Parma Hts. Mayor Mike Byrne hosted a Business Breakfast at the Venue Restaurant
and Event Center on 11/10, where an innovative information session took place whch
served to improve the public/ private connection within the city. In attendance were,
left to right, State Representative Martin ]. Sweeney, Parma Hts. Mayor Mike Byrne,

and Parma Hts. Councilman Reobert Verdile.

College Colleagues

Christine Vodicka cuts the ribbon to signify the Grand Opening of College Colleagues,
a Success Center providng skilled turoring and learning spaces. The center is at 6887
Smith Rd., Suite 2.

est in the success of the nation. Each state
is allotted a number of electors equal to
its Congressional delegation. Ohio, for
instance, with 16 members of the U.S.
House and 2 U.S. Senators, has 18 elec-
toral votes. Each political party then
selects 18 individuals to serve as poten-
tial electors.

When we vote for President, we are
actually voting for electors in the Elec-
toral College, not for the candidate him
or herself. The small print on the ballot
does state this. The candidate whose elec-
tors win more popular votes become the
electors for that state in a winner-takes-
all system (with the exception of Maine
and Nebraska). Electors, being party
loyalists, are essential rubber stamps for
their party. Whoever wins at least 270
electoral votes becomes the next Presi-
dent, despite the popular vote outcome
nationwide.

The first two people mentioned
above were potential electors for Hillary
Clinton, while the other two are elec-
tors for Donald Trump. Therefore, as I
alluded to above, most Ohioans have no
idea who they truly voted for. Further,
despite the fact that Secretary Clin-
ton won the national popular vote, Mr.
Trump will be elected the next President.

Many Americans feel it is time to
eliminate the “antiquated” Electoral
College. However, this would require an
amendment to the U.S. Constitution. I
would argue that the chances of amend-
ing the Constitution are highly unlikely,
given the difficulty of getting two-thirds
of both Houses of Congress and % of the
states to agree to the change.

States have the power to determine
how their electoral votes are allocated.
Therefore, my suggestion to fixing the
Electoral College system is to go to a
proportional system. That is, instead of
winner-takes-all, the state legislature or
the people, via a referendum on the bal-
lot, could switch to a system in which
candidates for President would divide
electoral votes based on the percentage of
the popular vote they achieve.

If Ohio had been using the propor-
tional system this year, Trump with about
52% of the popular vote would have won
nine electoral votes, while Clinton, with
about 44%, would have won eight. The
law would have to state how the extra

Parma’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!
neubertpainting.com

vote would be allotted. This system
would much better reflect the wishes of
Ohio’s voters and eliminate the feeling of
being disenfranchised that the current
system creates every four years for many
of those who voted for the losing candi-
date — Democrat or Republican.

If you agree with the suggested
change above, write to State Represen-
tative Nick Celebrezze or State Senator
Mike Skindell to share your sentiments.
Celebrezze can be reached at repl5@
ohiohouse.gov or 77 S. High Street, 14th
Floor, Columbus, 43215, while Skindell
can be reached at sd23@maild.sen.state.
oh.us or 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor,
Columbus, 43215.

The Parma Observer is a com-
munity owned and operated
citizen based news source. The
views and opinions expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
views and opinions of The
Parma Observer staff or our
advertisers.

P.O. Box 29030
Parma, Ohio 44129
440.884.7625 «
http://parmaobserver.com
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We are Parma.
We are UH.

We're bringing a new era
in specialty and surgical care.

At University Hospitals Parma Medical Center,
over 1,500 medical professionals deliver advanced
care every day, including:

« Recognized leaders in the most
advanced, minimally invasive and
robotic surgical procedures.

» Surgical specialties including vascular,
heart, spine, breast and orthopedic surgery.

+ Nationally recognized care for cancer
and joint replacement.

« Experts in cardiology, urology,
pulmonary care and critical care.

Because you're our community —
and we're dedicated to keeping all of us healthy.

Our experts will see you now. 0

Call 1-844-8-UHPARMA for an appointment. Univers Ity H osp itals

UHParma.org Parma Medical Center

7007 Powers Boulevard, Parma, Ohio 44129

© 2016 University Hospitals

Join the Discussion at: www.parmaobserver.com
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HEALTH AND CULTURE

New Treatment For
Patients With Atrial

Fibrillation

by CJ Sheppard

Breathless and exhausted, 60-year-
old Susan Bercan felt her heart was
failing her. Cryoablation, a new treat-
ment option for atrial fibrillation now
available at University Hospitals Parma
Medical Center, has breathed new life
into patients like Bercan.

“I was on death’s door — I could
not breathe, and all I did was sleep,”
says Bercan, who feels like a new per-
son after cryoablation. “Now I'm doing
better than great.”

Atrial fibrillation, the most com-
mon heart rhythm disorder and one
of the most undertreated cardiac con-
ditions, affects more than 3 million
Americans. Untreated atrial fibrilla-
tion gives patients a fivefold increase in
stroke risk. For patients whose condi-
tion is no longer sufficiently managed
with medication, this
invasive procedure performed in the
cardiac catheterization lab opens pos-
sibilities for patients of all ages.

In cryoablation, the abnormal car-
diac tissue is frozen — rather than burned
— to disable unwanted electrical circuits.
Following a procedure of just two to
three hours, rather than approximately
six for radiofrequency ablation, patients
recover overnight in the hospital and
typically go home in 24-36 hours.

Cryoablation is expected to decrease
the frequency and severity of atrial fibril-
lation attacks, eliminating or reducing
symptoms such as shortness of breath,

minimally

Walking her dog was nearly impossible
until Susan Bercan underwent cryoab-
lation, a minimally invasive treatment
for atrial fibrillation. Now she enjoys
daily walks with Lacey.

fatigue and weakness. A large clinical
trial found that almost 70 percent of
patients treated with cryoablation were
free from its symptoms at one year, com-
pared with 7.3 percent of patients treated
solely with drug therapy.

“Our primary concern when treat-
ing atrial fibrillation is to return the
patient’s heart to a normal rhythm,
reduce the risk of stroke and improve
quality of life,” says James Ramicone,
DO, who partners with Bartolomeo
Giannattasio, MD in performing these
procedures at both UH Parma Medical
Center and Southwest General Health
Center. “We are seeing amazing results
from our patients.”

EMT, Paramedic Classes
At UH Parma

by CJ Sheppard

The EMS Education Program at
UH Parma Medical Center, which has
trained more than 1,700 of the region’s
EMTs and paramedics over the past 32
years, begins its new session of courses
in January.

All ofthe 18 instructorsin this state
and nationally accredited program are
working in the field as firefighters and
paramedics. Call 440-743-4970 for

details on the upcoming classes:

+ EMT-Basic — Approximately four
months long starting Jan 4. Classes are
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
from 9 a.m. — 1 p.m. Night class held
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:30-
9:30 p.m. beginning Feb. 2.

+ Paramedic Education - 13
months beginning Jan. 3. Classes held
Tuesdays and Fridays, 9 a.m. — 1 p.m.

Friday- $4.00 Hookah All Day

ARAB

COFFEE House & Hook al CAFE
. 6285 PEARL RoaD ¢ 440.886.6648

Parma Heigats, Onio 44130
Daily Promos From 1p.m. to 5p.m.

Monday- Buy 1 Pastry- Get Medium Coffee FREE
Tuesday- Noon-6PM $6.00 Hookah w/Bev. Purchas
Wednesday- Buy Large Mocha- 2nd one 50% off
Thursday- Ladies Night- 50% off any drinks w/ad

Saturday- 50% Off Specialty Drinks Noon-6 PM
Sunday- Open Mic Night-Patio

U

Annual Parma
Peanut Butter Drive

by John Visnauskas

Parma City Council President
Sean Brennan has again organized the
annual Parma Peanut Butter Drive.
Celebrating its 6th year, community
partners will be collecting peanut but-
ter throughout December for All Faiths
Pantry, a Parma area 501(c)3 nonprofit
group, that delivers groceries at no
charge to local low income seniors and
others with challenges to mobility.

“We are hoping to collect over
1,000 jars of peanut butter this year,”
Brennan stated. “However, monetary
donations to All Faith Pantry are really
important because they can purchase
8 pounds of peanut butter for about
$10,” he added. Peanut butter is food
bank gold, a valuable commodity. It is
a primary source of protein for many
low income households. Peanut butter
is a staple that many families are hav-
ing a hard time affording.

The following Parma locations
will accept peanut butter donations:

+ Cuyahoga County Public Library
branches at 6996 Powers Blvd. and 2121
Snow Rd.

+ Parma Animal Shelter 6260 State
Rd.

‘Parma Area Chamber of Com-
merce 5790 Ridge Rd.

+ Parma City Council Office 6611
Ridge Rd.

+ Studio Zia Salon 1339 Rockside
Rd.

+ UH Parma Medical Center 7007
Powers Blvd.

Checks made payable to AFP can
be mailed to Sean Brennan care of the
City Council office, 6611 Ridge Road,
Parma, Ohio, 44129. Donations are
tax-deductible.

All Faiths Pantry is celebrating
ten years of the program bringing free
groceries to the homes of low income,
elderly and mobility challenged cli-
ents. With the help of its supporters,
All Faiths Pantry has brought a mil-
lion and a half pounds of food directly
to the homes of our most deserving
and vulnerable neighbors and is on
track in 2016 to complete fifty thou-
sand deliveries to local residences since
beginning the program.

All Faiths Pantry is known as
a model of best practices in serving
homebound and older adults, a demo-

graphic that is growing rapidly as the
Baby Boom ages. Many seniors today
are retiring into poverty after working
hard throughout the decades of their
earlier adulthood. The Greater Parma
area has until recently not known the
poverty that seniors left behind more
prosperous neighbors struggle with
each and every day. How can we not
act to help the older people in our
community who choose not to buy
enough nutritious food, as their budget
requires they prioritize prescriptions,
medical care, utility bills and other
housing costs?

Remarkably, All Faiths Pantry has
been able to come far serving its mis-
sion with the generous support of a
few charitable foundations, a handful
of church and business supporters and
about a hundred unique individual
financial contributors. All Faiths Pan-
try wants to continue its success and
move into a second decade of service
with a more sustainable and broader
base of support. The organization is
looking to diversify its small, work-
ing Board of Directors, and especially
invites local people with business expe-
rience to inquire about serving on the
Board. The program always looks for
volunteers to help deliver groceries
once a month, and are able to accom-
modate more clients too, homebound
and low income seniors over sixty liv-
ing in and around Parma.

More information is available
by phoning All Faiths Pantry (216)
496-4329 or via e-mail at www.all-
faithspantry.org

PREGNANT? NEED HELP?

Free and Confidential

irthright

A Caring Pregnancy Service

Parma: 216-661-6400
5451 Broadview Rd. & Grovewood

Lakewood: 216-228-5998
14701 Detroit, #344 above Panera

You can phone a friend!
24 hours a day
1-800-550-4900

www.birthright.org

Join the Discussion at: www.parmaobserver.com



December, 2016

The Parma Observer Vol 08, Issue 12

Page 5

ASSET
CORNER

a0

.‘ <) I ',;E’" ;E-'- I,.‘ ; i ..

What All Kids
Need to Succeed
40 Developmental

Visit the "Asset Corner" on Facebook.

Share your Asset building ideas.

Assets

CO

Mt] Commitment, Mn, C—omﬁv.niﬁ.
THE PARMA AREA YOUTH INITIATIVE

Show Kids You Care: Learn What They Have to Teach.

Asset Corner #84

by Gene Lovasy

December’s Asset Category: CON-
STRUCTIVE USE OF TIME. The pace
of everyday life varies depending on
the activities young people partici-
pate in. These fluctuations are normal,
even healthy. As long as young people
don’t consistently have too much to do
or not enough to do, they’re right on
track. Problems arise when the balance
begins to tip too far to one side or the
other. Too much involvement can lead
to stress or anxiety. Too little involve-
ment can be a sign of depression or
isolation. Ensure that young people
constructively use their time for both
fun and learning.

This column’s focus will be on.....
Asset #18 — Youth Program

After-school activities: They may
be extra but they’re also essential

It’s appropriate that the word
extracurricular starts with the let-
ter “E.” But the word should really be
essential-curricular. In fact, they’re so
important many schools are now call-
ing them co-curricular activities. For
many young people, youth programs
at school and in the community are
the highlight of their day. They meet
new people who share their interests or
introduce them to new pursuits. They
spend time with adults who also enjoy
the activity. And they boost their skills.

Here are the facts

Research shows that young people
who regularly spend time in sports,
clubs, or other youth programs have
higher self-esteem and better leader-
ship skills, and are less likely to feel
lonely. About 57 percent of young
people, ages 11-18, spend three or
more hours a week in youth programs,
according to Search Institute. Young
people involved in interesting activities
helps bring out their best.

Tips for building this asset

Encourage young people to join
a school or community activity that
matches their interests, or try one they
have never considered before. People
can learn a lot about themselves by tak-
ing a chance on something new. Clubs
and programs can also help young peo-
ple make new friends of all ages, give
them leadership opportunities, and
make school more fun. Many groups
also let them choose how much time
and energy to commit.

Also try this
In your home and family: With

your child, make a list of activities he
or she wants to learn about. Rank the
ideas according to her or his level of
interest. Together, research ways to try
out the top two choices.

In your neighborhood and com-
munity: Check your newspaper for
upcoming community activities such
as charity lunches, art openings, or
athletic events. How many are youth-
centered or allow youth participation?
If you don’t see many, consider starting
an activity for young people with your
neighbors.

In your school or youth pro-
gram: Discuss the following with the
young people in your class or program:
If you could start a club of your own,
what would it be? How would you get it
started? What materials would you need?

ASSET RELATED NEWS

After competing with youth/adults
leaders from across Cuyahoga County,
please join me in congratulating Zah-
raa Alribeawi, Noah Utterback, and
Zaria Johnson, three of our outstand-
ing local students, and Kathy Hall,
MyCom Grant Project Assistant, all
of whom were individually recognized
at the Annual MyCom Youth Voice
Awards ceremony at the downtown
Hilton Inn on November 17th. Having
our local youth and adult leaders con-
sistently recognized, now for the last 6
years, demonstrates the efficacy of our
MyCom and district-based youth ini-
tiatives.

And, in regard to our youth ini-
tiatives, November’s meeting of the
MyCom Tri-City Steering Commit-
tee brought clarity and refinement to
our goals of Advocacy, Out-of-School
Time, Transitions, and Youth Engage-
ment. Action steps were discussed as
was a process for implementation and
communication. If youre involved
with or at all interested in youth devel-
opment/programming and/or youth
outreach, please join us for our next
meeting at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 6th
at the Parma Branch Library across
from UH Parma Medical Center on
Powers Blvd.

If youre looking to help families
over the Christmas holiday, start by
giving the Parma Area Family Collab-
orative a call at 440-887-4873. Their
Holiday Giving Tree initiative is still
going on and the need in our commu-
nity is great.

If you’re not already aware of the
great programs and services avail-
able from the district’s community

education department visit www.par-
macityschools.org/pce. Links listed on
the left hand menu bar will take you
to a whole range exciting and unique
opportunities. This is another of the
many hidden gems of our community.

The Collab’s (at Hanna Elem on
Snow and Chevy Blvd) next Mobile
Food Pantry will take place on Thurs-
day, December 8th. Help is needed in
the morning (9:00 a.m.) to unload and

by Jean Micklewright

2016 MyCom Youth Voice Awards

The MyCom Youth Voice Awards
honor Cuyahoga County residents,
leaders and organizations taking action
to support the needs of young people
in Greater Cleveland. Nominations
were received from across Cuyahoga
County.

We have three MyCom Youth
Voice Award winners from the Parma
Tri-City area:

Zahraa Alribeawi and Noah Utter-
back were presented with Youth Voice
Awards and Kathy Hall was presented
with the Caring Adult Award.

Zahraa Alribeawi, a junior at
Parma Senior High School is both gra-
cious and articulate, using her voice
to make a difference in her school and
community. She is an invested member
in the Tri-City Youth Plan meetings.
Zahraa is a good student, musician and
confident spokesperson. She volunteers
at the local food pantry. She is able to
engage both adults and youth seam-
lessly. Her energy is contagious. She
was an integral voice in organizing a
peaceful student protest involving stu-
dents from all three high schools in the
school district. Her voice is being heard
and she is making a difference in her
community.

Noah Utterback does not hesitate
to advocate for himself and others.
He wants youth voice to be heard and
considered a vital contribution to

Noah Utterback

set up, and again in the afternoon (2:00
p.m.) for distribution. Contact Kira
Karabanovs, Director of Family and
Community Engagement, for details
on how you can get involved. Email:
karabanovsk@parmacityschools.org;
ph: 440-842-7022.

And finally, a sincere thank you
to all those who worked and voted for
the school district’s renewal levy. In
addition to the uninterrupted inflow
of $8M, its passage gives the district
an opportunity to seek input from
its stakeholders and develop a well
thought-out plan for its future. Watch
for information related to the “Focus
on the Future” campaign and don’t
hesitate to get involved

Visit www.parmacityschools.org/
character and www.search-institute.
org/assets for more information about
the 40 Developmental Assets and ideas
for helping young people build them.
Or go to www.parentfurther.com for
great asset-based parenting tips, tricks,
activities, and ideas.

Zahraa Alribeawi and Kathy Hall

planning and decision making. Noah
is a senior at Parma Senior High and
a strong advocate for youth. He joined
MyCom this past summer because
he wanted to use his skills to benefit
youth. His “voice” is heard every day
since he does morning announcements
at Parma Senior High. Noah helped
to organize youth at his high school
for protests and rallies regarding the
school district’s proposal to close two
high schools. Noah readily spoke with
news channels and newspapers and was
quoted regarding the proposed cuts to
arts and drama.

Kathy Hall is a tireless advocate for
youth. She believes that all youth are
important and that all youth deserve
to have their voice heard .Kathy has
worked with youth for over 40 years.
She plays an important role with her
church youth group as they meet every
Wednesday night throughout the
school year. She has volunteered at the
Cedarbrook Summer camp in Madi-
son, Ohio for years. Kathy is a trustee
for the National Cedarbrook Camp
Organization. She frequently states
“It's all about relationships” and she
practices what she preaches. Kathy was
the Shiloh Café Program Assistant for
five years. Our Teen group P.A.T.C.H.
loved playing “Spoons” with her. She is
a shining example of a caring adult.

Join the Discussion at: www.parmaobserver.com
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INSPIRATION

Christmas 100 Years Ago

by Bob Stilwell

One-hundred years ago, World
War I was still going on and most of
the attention was about the War. If you
asked a kid what they wanted in 1916,
this would be their normal response:
candy, nuts, rocking horse, dolls, mit-
tens or gloves, toy train, oranges,
books, handkerchiefs, ice skates. Gen-
erally, each child was given only one
item on this list so they would only ask
for one thing. Everything here with
the exception of the skates could easily
have been made by hand or purchased
for a small amount of money.

I =
CLOVER

COMMUNITIES

Parma Village
Senior Apartments

Rent Starting at $895/mo.
First month rent FREE

BRAND NEW, LUXURY 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
FOR THE ACTIVE ADULT (55+)

+ Free Heat, Cable & Water

+ Conveniently Located

= Close 1o Shopping, Restaurants
and Places of Interast

* In-Suite Laundry Rooms
and Equipment

Come join our newest community!

= Central Air Conditioning

+ Patios/Balconies

= Elevator / Secure Entry

* Emergency Call Systems

+ Beauty Salon & Rec Room
* Smoke-Free Living

The cost of food was on the rise
so people made what they could from
what was available. An average Christ-
mas dinner was probably brown onion
soup, venison, and rice with boiled
rutabegas. For dessert, baked apple
dumplings with raisins.

We easily forget what people in
the past had to endure. At the time,
this would probably have been consid-
ered a good Christmas as there were
many more families that had less than
this or nothing at all. We should all be
very thankful for what we have today.
Merry Christmas!

440-554-1700

www.clovergroupinc.com

—

"

11500 Huffman Road | Parma, Ohio 44130

Domestic / Foreign
Light Trucks

Daniel J. Skonezny
(216) 267-1267

Danny’s Auto Service

Meyers Snowplow Parts And Service
5273 Commerce Parkway West

:ﬁl ASE certified

Parma, Ohio 44130

www.hopkofuneralhome.com John C. HOpkO

Funeral Home

6020 Broadview Road - Parma, Ohio
216-631-4888

I Believe

by Daniel Taddeo

A number of people portray a
form of godliness that is contrary to
Biblical truth; turn away from such
people. According to a doctor, there
are no drugs that are one hundred per-
cent safe; however, there are occasions
when their use is the lesser of two evils.
Be strong and of good courage (faith)
to cope in a dangerous world with all
of its temptations and intimidations.
Because of our “fallen nature,” we are
all born with weaknesses and tenden-
cies to evil and need to be redeemed.
It is wise and beneficial to refrain from
all kinds of sin (wrongs), especially
those that produce deadly conse-
quences in everyday living. Examples
are the following: MONEY, the love of
money meaning gain at any cost is a
good thing; IDOLATRY, worshipping
created things more than the Creator
God; FORNICATION, premarital sex
that is degrading and often results in
sexual disease and abortion.

Many people have trouble under-
standing the prosperity of the ungodly
along with the suffering of the righ-
teous. Why would a loving God seem
to endorse such a system? The answer
to this paradox is not apparent in
the present time but in the world to
come, where hell awaits the ungodly

and heaven awaits those whom God
has redeemed through faith in Christ.
God’s justice will prevail in His time.
Qur words should not be crude,
obscene, foolish, bitter, false, or mali-
cious; instead, they should be good,
true, and gracious, so that they build
up are hearers. Parents are to bring
up their children to love and obey the
Lord, especially by their example and
spoken words.

The Bible is not just a great book—
it is THE Book! Its content is and will
be forever. Those who abide by it are
guaranteed salvation. The sin of pride
(arrogance) was the very first sin and is
still the most difficult one to overcome,
but God opposes the proud and gives
grace to the humble. There must be an
authorized chain-of-command in any
church body or other organizations for
them to functions responsibly. The key
is loyalty to God’s Word. Those who
say, “I love God,” and hate their broth-
ers or sisters are liars, for those who do
not love a brother or a sister whom they
have seen cannot love God whom they
have not seen.

Self-reflection is always a good
exercise. What I believe is a work in
progress, not limited to these state-
ments and subject to change. What do
YOU believe?

Hockey Mom

by Lizabeth Braskie

A popular fast and furious sport is
the game of hockey. It requires careful
watching and, more importantly, total
concentration every second the play-
ers are on the ice. Barbara has been
a hockey mom for seven years, since
her son, Logan, was in third grade.
He is now a sophomore and an active
player for his high school’s team. Since
he’s been involved in this sport, he has
functioned as a goalie and takes great
pride in his position and contribution
to the team’s total effort.

It’s a goalie’s job to devote abso-
lute attention to the back and forth
possession of the puck and be in con-
stant alert status while the game is in
play. The friends and families of the
players have been the faithful cheering
section for all the games. The seated
fans are the hub of verbal advice and
praise directed at the teams on the ice.
Barbara, however, likes to watch her
son from the close vantage point of
the corner “on the glass." She stands
at her observation point and watches
the action from behind the protective
Plexiglas, concentrating on the skills
of the team’s performance. She calls

this area her “Zen” corner of the arena
where her solitude and vision can
appreciate the intricate calculations of
the goalie’s job. Being away from mur-
murings of the audience elevates this
process to actual detailing of Logan’s
actions and dispels any negative noise.

The casual observer may not know
the differences that a goalie’s job entails.
This position requires constant presence
on theice throughout the game. He must
be vigilant at defending his goal and be
alert as the last line of defense. He must
watch for projectiles at all times, keep-
ing his eyes trained on the puck. A mom
is aware of these challenges and stands
by, communicating her thoughts, prais-
ing successful outcomes, examining the
occasional negative ones, and express-
ing suitable encouragement.

There have been many years of
this scenario for Barbara. She has
transported Logan and his bags and
cases of equipment from days of youth
hockey to the present practices and
games. The thick padded uniform he
wears is heavier than the skaters’ and
covers his body from extra-protective
neck and head to extra-padded toes.
continued on page 9

(BLUE LINE BAR & GRILL)
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4305 Brookpark Road
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Parma Heights

Historical Society 2016 Review

by Bob Stilwell

The Historical Society has made
significant improvements in 2016. In
addition to our monthly meetings,
informal weekly meetings are held
every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. at the
Parma South Presbyterian Church as
an opportunity for available mem-
bers to discuss any new or old business
updates.

The previous 36 year old wooden
fence was in disrepair as well as the
roof. A new vinyl fence was installed,
along with new roof shingles by Voca-
tional students from Parma High
School. We thank them very much as
they did an outstanding job.

Volunteers also helped to paint
the Tollgate House. A new sign for the
Tollgate house will be installed in the
spring of 2017.

Our membership has more than
doubled from 7 to our current total
of 18. Committees have been formed,

with some members serving multiple
groups. We are always encouraging
more people to join our group which
will aid our future projects to Preserve
the Past and Present for the Future,
which is our motto.

The Historical Society planned
and implemented a pumpkin painting
in early October for children 12 and
under. This was a huge success that was
enjoyed by all in attendance.

We have many other projects that
our membership is working on for
the future. We plan on implement-
ing a newsletter, continue Century
home progress, procuring a State His-
torical Marker for the Parma Heights
Cemetery, continued improvements
to the Tollgate House and surround-
ing grounds, and many other projects.
Anyone interested in joining may call
the Parma Heights Historical Society
President, Aldo, at 216-496-7150.

Vista Springs Greenbriar
Poised For Opening

by Karen Schaefer

The construction on the Vista
Springs Greenbriar building located
in the revitalized heart of Parma at
The Shoppes at Parma will be com-
pleted in December. We expect
licensing by the State of Ohio Board
of Health to be completed early in
January. At Vista Springs Greenbriar,
we are creating an exquisite senior
living community in which our
community members and families
will enjoy an incomparable vibrant
lifestyle with 5-star resort amenities,
a variety of floorplans, inspiring sig-
nature events and activities, fine
and casual restaurant dining, and
specialized personal care options to
engage the body, mind, and soul...
It’s what we mean by Full of Life.

Our apartments and suites will
feature exceptional style, comfort,
and luxury. In addition, we invite

you to discover the art of spacious
living in our Penthouse Sky Lofts
with vaulted ceilings, large win-
dows, fireplaces, flat screen TV’s,
walk in closets, and many other
amenities.

Reservations are being taken
now. Do not spend another Winter
watching the snow while you can be
part of our family and enjoy our life
enrichment activities sitting with
your friends by our fireplace.

Call for an appointment:

Ron Elsner — Executive Director
or Karen Ann Schaefer — Director of
Professional and Community Rela-
tions.

8668 Day Dr., Parma, OH 44129
Phone: 216-712-4400

Cutting Edge Branded Apparel & Promotional Products
For Your Business or Non-Profit

\Remembered Mention This Ad To Receive
$75.00 Off Your Order!

Expreggl Ong (Limited time only. Order minimum required. Call for details.)
Huge Apparel Selections.
Phone: 440.236.6282

Latest Styles and Performance Wear.
www.RememberedExpressions.com In-House Equipment & Design Service

Veterans assembled in the chapel at Mt. Alverna Village during ceremony honoring
their service.

Veterans at Pleasant Lake Villa being honored on Veterans Day.

Parma Village Senior Apartments Grand Opening

7. - | N,
Parma Village Senior Apartments at 11500 Huffman Rd. celebrated their Grand
Opening on 11/18. Manager Vicki Gibbons is pictured cutting the ribbon to signify
the opening of this much anticipated apartment complex helping to fill the vital posi-
tion of serving the needs of Senior Residents in the Parma Area.

-

S

Dean DePiero
"gt Attorney and Counselor at Law
- DeanDepiero.com 216-570-8665
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What A Year 2016 Has Been In Cleveland,
And It All Was Made Possible By A Key Vote In A Local Election Long Ago

by Lee Kamps

This year certainly placed Cleve-
land on the map in a very positive way.
In June, the Cleveland Cavaliers won
the NBA championship and more than
one million people came downtown to
celebrate. Then, in July, the city hosted
the Republican National Convention
and again received national exposure.
Finally, over the past month, the Cleve-
land Indians surprised the sports world
by almost winning the World Series in
a monumental seventh game.

Those visitors to the city this
past year gave rave reviews about the
entertainment district surrounding
the ball park and arena as well as the
Jack Casino and the new Public Square
downtown. Just down the road from
that is Playhouse Square that hosts sev-
eral events throughout the year and
is the largest theater district between
New York and Los Angeles.

Cleveland is a city on the rise and
on the move. The city is now attracting
many new residents, especially younger
college educated young adults who are
coming here for new opportunities in
health care and technology. However,
none of this would have been possible if

Engineering

by Leo Lampeter

A highly regarded and intellec-
tually revered occupation is that of
engineer. There is a great deal of study,
time, and energy involved in acquiring
such a degree. The requirements are
above the norm. A great deal of math
and science are the surface of study for
those who wish to become proficient
in this area. Detail is the code word
for working in this area of expertise.
Should you glance around, you will
marvel of the accomplishments of engi-
neers. All that is constructed must have
architectural drawings and structural
engineering input. The coordination
of the fields is a symphony when in
concert. The wise engineer also listens
to the input from all parties involved.
Details gleaned from those with
knowledge of what is practical and
functional are a portion of what a qual-
ity engineer takes into consideration
when undertaking a project. Individu-
als with day-to-day experience in what
is to be utilized when completed, is
how designs become most functional,
and to dismiss this input would be a
grave error. Recent constructions are
gxamples of how attention to detail can
create a completely successful task or
one that is lacking.

Why are engineers in this city dis-
missing these details? Immediately
noticeable are those of the new splash
park and the parking for both the
library and the senior center. One of
the difficulties is navigating the park-
ing lot. At various vantage points when
the lot has a larger number of vehicles,
the sight line of the driver is fairly poor.
This should be of primary concern, yet
it doesn’t seem to have been consid-
ered, a significant error. Somewhat of

it were not for a group of forward think-
ing visionaries who saw a better future
for Cleveland and an important local
election held in 1990. It was not without
the nay-sayers and controversy.

I remember the campaign in
1990 to finance the Gateway develop-
ment that built Progressive Field and
the Quicken Loans Arena. That cam-
paign was about a county wide vote to
impose a "sin tax" on alcoholic bever-
ages and tobacco. The vote was in the
May primary election.

I was a staunch supporter of that
issue. I believed that locating a base-
ball park and a sports arena would be
the catalyst for a significant redevel-
opment of the neighborhood near the
downtown center. Back in 1990 that
neighborhood was a bunch of parking
lots and second hand stores that was
deserted after 500 PM and dangerous.

I remember the old men at the
barber shop complaining about more
taxes to pay millionaires and spoiled
athletes who didn't care about the fans.
"What is wrong with the Stadium?" I
heard them say often. But then those
same old men bragged about how long
it had been since they went downtown.

a lesser error is how the islands have
taken valuable parking spaces from a
relatively small parking area. Also, the
positioning of the parking lanes specif-
ically for seniors created more distance
for seniors to travel and obstacles for
them to traverse that may not prove to
be a concern for those not In the elderly
category. You see many seniors use an
aid when walking, thus what one con-
siders a decoration others consider an
obstacle. When there is an event at the
senior center, the elderly must attempt
to find not only a close location but one
without impediments. That is where
the parking spaces that were replaced
with islands would certainly have
aided a number of individuals.

The other engineering decision
more recently concerns the water park.
There is one drive that leads from the
park to Roycroft. With a great deal of
insight, it is designed to allow only one
vehicle on the street when exiting, as
the drive is approximately 20 feet from
the traffic signal. The input from out-
side sources was not considered. As
has become accepted from those with
government positions, any advice from
outside the government circle is read-
ily discarded. Engineers also get paid
for correcting their errors and have lit-
tle to fear of being replaced. For what
seems to be such a basic task as design-
ing a parking lot, it certainly brings
into question the mayor's definition of
quality. Engineering is one of the posi-
tions the mayor dubbed as needing a
pay increase to keep quality people.
Perhaps the need for keeping “quality”
personnel isn’t as worthy of an increase
in salary as we are led to believe.

That sentiment wasn't just con-
fined to grumpy old men. Other people
I knew said the same thing. Of course,
those people lived and worked in the
suburbs and never went into the city.
"So what if the Indians leave? They
stink and have stunk for a long time"
was a familiar comment I heard.

Cleveland was all about the
Browns back in the spring of 1990. As
long as the Browns played, they didn't
care about the Indians. The Cavaliers
were playing in the Richfield Coliseum
and they had a good team. So what if
the old Coliseum was out in the sticks,
at least it wasn't in the city.

In the spring of 1990, Cleveland's
entertainment district was in the flats
along the river. It was the place to go in
the summer, but wasn't so hot the rest
of the year. Many people then believed
that the flats was the greatest thing for
an entertainment district. Also, in the
spring of 1990, a lot of people were also
saying that the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame would never get built.

In the spring of 1990, I was part of
the Greater Cleveland Growth Asso-
ciation Speakers Bureau as well as a
member of that organization. There
were visionaries who saw that Cleve-
land could come back to life and that
the Gateway development was the
key. That "sin tax" levy passed, thanks

mainly to more yes votes in the city
than the suburbs.

Fast forward 26 years. Who then
would have believed what has hap-
pened since? The new ball park got
built as well as a new arena. The Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame got built. Then
the Indians got good. They made it
to the World Series in 1995 and again
in 1997. The Cleveland Indians broke
attendance records with entire seasons
selling out before opening day.

The Browns collapsed in the 1990
season with a 3 and 13 record. They
moved out in 1995. We tore down the
old stadium and built a new stadium
for the Browns when they returned in
1999. Of course, they still stink. The
flats died and a new, much better enter-
tainment district was established near
the ball park and arena.

But in 2016, the Cavaliers won
the NBA championship and the Indi-
ans almost won the World Series at
home. Cleveland hosted the Republi-
can National convention this summer.
There is a new casino where Higbee's
used to be. But none of that would have
been possible without some bold vision
and the voters passing a tax levy.

It was bold progressive leader-
ship that saw past the conventional
thinking of the day that made all this
possible. This is the face of progress.

Greenbrier

Senior Living Community

Providing Excellence in

Rehabilitation and

Long-Term Care

High Resident Satisfaction

Private Rooms Available

Active Spiritual

Life Services

Respiratory, Physical,

Occupational and Speech
Therapy 7 days a week

A MEMBER OF THE

AN
WL
CommuniCare

FAMILY OF COMPANIES

Serving with Pride.

communicarehealth.com

Admissions 24/7
440.888.5900

6455 Pearl Road
Parma Heights, OH 44130
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Reflections On A Great Sports Year

To ALL members of the Clevelond Indions Extended Team
?Lu_-jerﬁ, Falns, Managers, Fronk Office, Workers ok The Skadium

F'Lu._ljar"s Foamilies, Vendors, and News Media.,

Thank You For A Grreat 2016, and One Hell of A Ride

photo by Jim 0’Bryan
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We Cerl:a.i.nl.-j Will Take IF Next Year!
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A photo of Progressive Field, at the begining of the last game of the World Series. Also in the photo is Quicken Loan Arena, home to the World Champion Cavaliers!

by Davidione Pearl

November 4th, 2016, would have
marked the day of our parade, a parade
of champions, yet we still have a great
deal to celebrate as winners.

Thank you, Cleveland baseball for
helping to win the long arduous and
very uphill battle of opinion, by return-
ing national respect to our scrappy
little rust belt parcel of the north coast.
Your hearts are as tried, tested, and
proven as the steel that is our own, and
no one will ever take that away from us
again by way of derisive overtures and
insensitive overt ridicule.

You were at once written off, as
were the rest of us for what has felt like
endless decades, yet we have regained

our rightful dignity and relevance
upon these shores because of your hard
work and heavy lifting.

Thank you LeBron James, for your
return not only sparked a team, but it
clearly catalyzed a veritable avalanche
of triumph. You sir, simply poured
golden honey again upon this town, no
other way to put it.

Thank you Lake Erie Monsters for
seizing the oldest championship trophy
in the country. You skated like your
lives depended on it, and into history
you were forever crowned.

And to you Chicago, our rust
belt sister to the west, now that all the
screaming, hissing, and cursing at the
TV has subsided, as I for one admit-
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INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

Magnificience Awaits.

Be a part of something special and
experience a new generation of
family-centered, resort-styled, and
individually tailored assisted living and
memory care located at the Shoppes
of Parma. Reserve your spot today!

\\\‘/

M=
Alr T
IrA/l C T

) (216) 712-4400

8668 Day Drive | Parma, Ohio 44129 | VistaSpringsLiving.com

VISTA SPRINGS
Full of Life:

tedly went temporarily insane, we
salute you. We salute the only team
that had a longer drought than ours, we
salute all your friends and loved ones
that you grew up with watching your
team almost make it for so long, but are
no longer here to cry with you the tears
of joy through this historic accom-
plishment, we salute you because we
know, we know all too well and ever
intimately what you've been through,
and those you wish you could share
it with now... Know that they truly
are here with you, just as all the great
ball players of the dusty old days with
crackling speakers, they are here with

you, too.

Know that we are here with you as
well, you deserve this in no uncertain
terms, but also know that we are com-
ing for you again, even stronger.

At heart, true to form, we still had
the parade of our team's successes this
year, in our forever faithful Cleveland
spirit. That is what makes us who we are.

So enjoy what is rightfully yours
our rustbelt sister to the west. We'll
be here, listening in from a distance
between the cresting waves on our
quiet autumn beaches.

Well played. See you next year on
the mound...

Hockey Mom

continued from page 6

His skates and helmet are also different
from those of his group, since his job
requires deflecting the puck sent sail-
ing by the other team. A goalie mom
might cringe when an errant projectile
hits her son’s face mask or a scramble
ensues in front of the goal. Many sea-
sons have resulted in her nerves being
tested. But the bottom line is that her
pride has been earned.

Families of hockey players share in
their child’s passion. They empathize
with one another, discuss the health
issues, the practices they must have
and the distances they travel. But the
players are joined as a group and have
the spirit of helping one another. The
cohesive unit blends like-minded play-
ers who learn to function as a team.
This builds character, sets goals and
instills pride in accomplishments. It’s a
great way to share in your child’s life. It
makes a lot of fabulous memories. Just
ask a hockey mom.

¢ FREE ESTIMATES ¢

4 VIRUS & SPYWARE REMOVAL ¢

ormumen e (440)884-3903 i

'COMPUTER SALES & F
PC DIAGNOSTICS INC.

5857 RIDGE RD PARMA, OH 44129

(SOUTH OF SNOW ROAD & NEXT TO ST. CHARLES CHRCH)

UPGRADES
LAPTOP SCREEN REPAIR ¢  ON-SITE AVAILABLE

PAIRS.

¢ SMARTPHONE & TABLET REPAIR

13389 Smith Rd. »

[offeR INOJOPEN]PLa Y

1 Price — Piay All Day)

Middleburg
440-502-5151 = 216-385-9624

[AANEDD FELGHTES

fOR K-DS
(No Pubiic or Crowds)

Specializing in Inflatables « Puppet Shows » Characters
Plush Animal Rides = Games and More

Indoor Playground for Kids & Private Party Center

OH 44130
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Tri-C Volleyball Coach And Player
From Parma Earn Conference Honqrs

by John Horton

Cuyahoga Community College
(Tri-C) volleyball coach Mary Colo-
vas, of Parma, has been named 2016
Coach of the Year by the Ohio Com-
munity College Athletic Conference
after guiding the Challengers to their
best season in more than a decade.

The conference also honored a
Tri-C player from Parma — defen-
sive specialist Rachel Geis — for her
performance during the team’s turn-
around season in 2016.

The Challengers finished 17-16
and fourth in the OCCAC while win-
ning more conference matches than
the past four years combined. The
team also qualified for the NJCAA
regional tournament.

“We had a great group that meshed
really well together,” said Colovas, now
in her eighth season as coach. “They
played with a lot of heart.”

Geis ranked among the national
leaders in digs while playing in her
defensive specialist role. The sopho-
more who graduated from Valley Forge
High School is working toward an
Associate of Science degree at Tri-C.

The volleyball team plays its home
matches at Eastern Campus in Highland
Hills. For more information on Tri-C
teams, visit www.tri-c.edu/athletics.
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a sign your aging parent needs help
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pu can’t always be there.
But we can.

With Home Instead Senior Care,
caring for an aging loved one

& doesn’t have to be a struggle. It’s
S 'why we offer everything from
individualized help around the
house to advanced Alzheimer’s
care—to keep them safe and

sound at home, instead of
anywhere else.

Take the first step.
Call us at 440.888.3809 or
visit Homelnstead.com/306

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is independently owned and operated

West Creek Conservancy staff members show-off their shirts. From left to right,

Dawn Petkov, Derek Schafer, and Jakob Hamlescher.

West Creek Conservancy Seeks Stewardship Sponsors
As They Promote “Lake Erie Starts With Me!”

by Liz Hersh

In a coordinated campaign across
Greater Lake Frie, northeast Ohio
residents have likely seen the phrase
“Lake Erie Starts Here’...or ‘with Me!”
Although daunting to consider, every
action we each take affects the water we
drink, the water for our crops, and the
water we play in.

The West Creek Conservancy has
worked to protect vital stream and
wetland systems, forested areas, as
well as open green spaces - all in an
effort to protect the waters of Greater
Lake Erie. The conservancy's goal is to
protect, restore, connect, and reclaim
important natural areas through-
out the Greater Cleveland area. As
the organization continues to raise
awareness about protecting the water
quality within the Lake Erie watershed,
it invites you to become a Stewardship
Sponsor. With each individual dona-
tion of $20 or more, you’ll receive a
“Lake Erie Starts With Me!” shirt. All
proceeds benefit the West Creek Con-
servancy Stewardship Fund to help the
organization continue its great work.

“We want to show people that
Lake Erie starts at their driveway,” said
Derek Schafer, Executive Director of
West Creek Conservancy. “Storm water
runoff plays a big part in the overall
health of local streams, the Cuyahoga
River and ultimately Lake Erie. We've
made significant progress with the
health of Lake Erie but there is much
more we can do and it starts with smart
choices at home.”

West Creek Conservancy has been
connecting people to nature since its
founding in 1997.
enrich the lives of people in Greater
Cleveland by conserving natural hab-
itats, restoring the ecological value
and sustainability of urban lands, and
expanding neighborhood opportuni-
ties to experience nature.

Asalandtrustservingall of Cuyahoga
County, West Creek Conservancy perma-
nently protects the conservation values of
selected land by acquiring and holding
land and conservation easements, and
providing ongoing stewardship of those
lands. For more information, visit www.
westcreek.org.

Its mission is to

Parma Saves More Than One Million Dollars

continued from page 1

City’s credit rating agency."

Working closely with Law Direc-
tor Tim Dobeck, Mayor Tim DeGeeter,
former Auditor Dennis Kish, and cur-
rent Auditor Brian Day, I will continue
to aggressively look for ways to save our

residents money. I would also like to
acknowledge Mr. Reidy as well as bond
counsel Climaco, Wilcox, Peca, Taran-
tino & Garofoli LPA for their assistance
in the ongoing process of saving resi-
dents money.

Join the Discussion at: www.parmaobserver.com
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Polish Village

Parma Tradition

Treat & Greet 2

by Kathryn Mabin

Saturday, October 29th, was
certainly a big day for the business
community in Polish Village. Treat
& Greet 2016, had the largest turn-
out ever. Mother Nature was certainly
onboard with blue skies and unsea-
sonably warm weather. All the kids,
decked out in their various costumes,
were impatiently waiting the kick off at
11:00 a.m. with some still going strong
when it ended at 3:00 p.m.

Treat & Greet began 6 years ago,
when Ward 2 Councilwoman, Deb-
bie Lime, and the all-volunteer Polish
Village Community Development
Corporation (CDC) were brainstorm-
ing ways to increase foot traffic to the
various small businesses on Ridge
Road, and provide a fun, safe, commu-
nity oriented project for the residents.
Each year Treat & Greet has grown, and
offered something new and different.
The concept behind this is that many
people drive on Ridge Road daily, but
are not familiar with the small busi-
nesses and shops. Treat & Greet, offers
residents a chance to walk Ridge Road,
visiting the various participating busi-
nesses with their children for candy,
while allowing the adults to see what
the businesses have to offer.

As a resident of Polish Village, a
mother and grandmother, I was par-
ticularly happy to see the children in
costumes, walking with adults, during
the daytime, rather than the normal
trick-or-treat hours in the evening dur-
ing Halloween. Less trips and falls on
those porch steps, sidewalks, and drive-
ways. Plus, the really little ones can see

Rosert M. VERDILE
Counciuman-AT-Larce

and experience Halloween in daylight.
Kick off this year was located at
5767 Ridge Road, next door to the new
Barabicu Smokehouse. Adults were given
a passport per family, with the names
and addresses of each of the participat-
ing businesses. As the families went from
site to site, the passport was stamped.
For each ten stamps the families were
given a ticket to enter a drawing. The
prizes were donations from area busi-

Parma Art

by Kathryn Mabin

CAC ART GRANT: November
14th was a great day for the Parma
Area Fine Arts Council. That was the
day the announcement was made that
they have been awarded a matching
grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
for 2017. Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
announced $14.5 million in grants
to 241 Cuyahoga County Nonprof-

Parma Heights City Hall
6281 Pear| Road

Parma Heights, Ohio 44130
(440) 884-9601

Fax (440) 884-1802

Email: verdile@parmaheightsoh.gov

Residence:

10985 Vicksburg Dr.

Parma Heights, Ohio 44130
v ol

016 ost Suc_gessful Yet

nesses and valued from $50 to $150 each.
About 30 lucky families received gift
baskets, gift cards and certificates. This
year there were 45 places participating
between the intersections of Pearl/Ridge
and Ridge/Thornton. Over 65,000 pieces
of candy and gum were distributed this
year. Many businesses supplement the
candy and gum provided by Polish Vil-
lage CDC with coupons for discounts
and other free items. Residency is not

News

its that day. A matching grant is one
where funds must be raised to equal
the amount of the grant. The matching
grant PAFAC will receive is one of the
smallest, but it will help to fund free
art classes in the Spring and Summer
of 2017 for the Parma area community.
Watch for details on upcoming classes
and workshops in early Spring of 2017.
Parma Coloring Book: Justin time
for the Holidays! Parma Area Fine Arts
Council Members have created The
Parma Coloring Book. Great stocking
stuffer! Each coloring page has a Parma
theme, and costs $3 each. Included are
coloring pages with Ghoulardi, Big
Chuck & Lil' John, Stearn's Homestead,
West Creek, Parma High School, The
Gazebo, Polish Village, Ukrainian Vil-
lage, and more, for both children and
adults. Proceeds will benefit the free art
class program being offered in 2017.

required for Treat & Greeters and many
people traveled from all over Northeast
Ohio. There were 360 passports turned
in - an increase of about one-third over
the prior year. Many businesses from
outside of Polish Village and individuals
sponsored the event.

This year, Sparky The Dog, The
Northeast Ohio Ghostbusters, Spider-
man, A Minion, Elmo, a Ghost, and a
Skeleton were spotted walking amongst
the crowds. The Parma Auxiliary pro-
vided photo opportunities for kids in
a real live police car. Parma Police K-9
Dexter, his handler, and other Parma
Police were on hand as was the Parma
Fire Department to meet with the chil-
dren and pass out candy and stickers.
So were some balloon twisters. As one
drove down Ridge Road, the sidewalks
were jammed with pedestrian traffic
walking to the various businesses. It
was a sight to behold, just like in the
movies, of small town community
spirit. Events like this are what makes
Parma a wonderful place to live and a
great place to raise a family.

Parma Area Fine

Arts Council, Inc.
Presents

4

The Parma
Coloring Book

For sale at the following locations:

Donna Smallwood Activities Cen-
ter 7001 W. Ridgewood Dr.

Parma Area Chamber of Com-
merce — 5790 Ridge Rd.

Another Miracle Salon — 5971 State
Rd.

Or call 440-888-4514, leave a mes-
sage and someone will return your call.

Your choice for quality
short-term rehabilitation
Providing quality health

care services for seniors since
1953, we are pleased to offer
short-term rehabilitation
services and programs.

6765 State Rd., Parma, OH 44134

MOUNT ALVERNA
VILLAGE

FRANCISCAN COMMUNITIES

www.mountalvernavillage.com/np

(440) 843-7800
Sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago @

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Crime Tip Line (440) 887-7340
crimetips@parmajustice.net

www.cityofparmapolice.com
Emergency- 911
Non Emergency - (440) 885 -1234

We work for you

Join the Discussion at: www.parmaobserver.com
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Pleasant Lake Villa is holding a gift drive to help make the holidays a
little brighter for senior citizens who may be isolated or not have the
financial resources to celebrate this year. We are asking for donations
from our community to help support our local seniors in need.

ITEMS SUGGESTED FOR DONATIONS:

Bath robes - Slippers = Nonskid socks +« Toiletries
Snack foods - Coffee - Tea

Please drop off items at Pleasant Lake Villa:

Monday, December 12, 2016
2-6 p.m.
Refreshments and cookies provided

For more information, contact Divna at 216-536-8285

Pleasant Lake Villa

Part of the Legacy Health Services Family

7260 Ridge Road - Parma, OH 44129

Join the Discussion at: www.parmaobserver.com



