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“Poverty is the parent of revolution and crime”- Aristotle

by Daniel P. McCarthy
Publisher

The Small Business 
Administration keeps sta-
tistics on business failures, 
among other things. They 
claim that 8 out of 10 small 
businesses fail within their 
first 3 years; the general wis-
dom is that if a business can 
survive the first 5 years, then 
the chance of that business 
maturing towards healthy sta-
bility is greatly increased. For 
this reason we are celebrating 
our first 5 years in existence. 
What a rapid 5 years it has 
been so far, indeed the quick-
est 5 years of my life as far as 
I'm concerned. I've learned 
a great deal about this busi-
ness, made all of the necessary 
mistakes (let's hope so!) inev-
itably required in order to 
learn the best course for the 
paper to achieve stability in 
the long run. We have all 
found things about our com-
munity which were after all 
waiting to be discovered. My 
heartfelt appreciation extends 
to each and every person 
who has helped the Parma 
Observer to grow in any way 
whatsoever; our readers, writ-
ers, editors, and advertisers 
- not one single contribution 
was insignificant.

When pondering the 
first 5 years of the Parma 
Observer, I feel it necessary 
to at least consider the other 

media outlets functioning as 
local newspapers in Parma, 
Parma Heights and Seven 
Hills. The very day that the 
first Parma Observer was 
published was also the first 
time that the Parma Sun 
Post dropped the name 
“Parma” from the paper, 
having reduced from 16 
publications to 8 around 
the Cleveland Area. Jack 
Marschall, who was the 
Director of Commu-
nications for the City 
of Parma at that time 
said “Dan, you must 
be clairvoyant” 
when I brought him 
the very first cop-
ies of the Parma 
Observer. Even 
though this was 
very flattering, 
the truth is that 
it was purely 
coincidental, as 
well as a sign 
of things to 
come. Exam-
ining the last 
few issues of 
the Sun News, I have noticed 
stories about a bank robbery 
in Shaker Heights, a stabbing 
incident in Cleveland Heights, 
a lakefront development proj-
ect in Rocky River, a car chase 
occurring on the far West 
Side of Cleveland that went 
through Westlake and Bay 
Village, a discount on road 

salt that the City of Strongs-
ville has negotiated, not to 
mention past stories con-
cerning actions taken by the 
Medina City Council. News 
from far flung cities even in 
the next county appearing 
in a local community paper? 

Parma Observer Is Five Years Old

W h y ? 
T h e y 
h a v e 

recently 
reviewed 
a restau-
rant- in 

E l y r i a ! 
Are there 
any restau-

rants worth 
noting in 
Parma and 
not 25 miles 

away? What 
is the mes-
sage here?  I 

won't hesitate 
to admit that I have been 
reading the Sun Post ever 
since I learned to read, when 
it was still a locally owned 
paper called the Parma Post, 
long before many of their 
current employees were even 
born (yikes, I'm old!) and 
I honestly don't remember 
reading stories like this con-
cerning cities 15 miles away. 
Then there is the Gazette, a 
nice friendly publication that 
is ready to celebrate their 
40th. year in business, and 
I salute them for that. One 
thing though, their address is 
clearly a Brecksville address, 

and all of the stories seem to 
have been written by just a 
couple of individuals instead 
of the dozen and more local 
volunteer citizen journalists 
featured in any edition of the 
Parma Observer.

Do you want to know 
something? I have come to the 
conclusion that none of this 
matters- the more time that 
we spend paying attention to 
what the others are doing, the 
less time that we spend doing 
what we do in the way that we 
do it, so I promise that this is 
the last time that I will ever 
mention our competition by 
name again. I wish them the 
very best of luck and we will 
concentrate on continuing to 
offer extremely hyper-local 
news and opinions from the 
members of our wonderful 
communities of Parma, Parma 
Heights, and Seven Hills, free 
of charge and available at more 
than 185 locations throughout 
our area, as well as home deliv-
ery, which is already attracting 
interested customers.

Thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart to everyone 
who has helped me to make 
this dream a reality now for 5 
years. Some of the best things 
in life creep up and surprise 
you; this was the case with 
the Parma Observer, for in 
my wildest dreams as a young 
man I can honestly say that 
I never imagined doing this 
and I think that is what has 
made it so exciting and ful-
filling. We are the 7th largest 
city in Ohio, as our mayor 
often reminds us, but the 
Parma Community is the 
largest collection of good, 
kind hearted, hard working 
people on the planet as far as 
I'm concerned, and I'm not 
ever moving from this spot.

by CJ Sheppard
Ladies: It's time to take 

control of your health. Woman 
Up to prevent and beat breast 

Woman Up - Get Your Mammogram!
cancer. Women 40 and older 
should receive an annual 
mammogram, according to 
Sherry Hillier, MD, a radiolo-

gist at University 
Hospitals Parma 
Medical Center. 
Dr. Hillier also 
advocates for the 
added specificity 
of tomosynthesis, 
an advanced 3-D 
digital imaging for 
early detection of 
breast cancer. UH 
was the first health 
care provider in 
Northern Ohio to 
offer tomosynthe-
sis. This technology 
is available locally 
at UH Parma 

Medical Center's Outpatient 
Center.

According to a study pub-
lished in the Journal of the 
American Medical Associa-
tion, 3D mammography finds 
significantly more invasive 
cancers and reduces unneces-
sary recalls.

"I recommend tomosyn-
thesis to everybody," says Dr. 
Hillier. "It's wonderful." 

Tomosynthesis provides 
3-D views of the breast, visu-
ally slicing through the breast 
tissue to gain a more accu-
rate view of the tissue. This 
technology is particularly rec-
ommended for women with 
dense breasts and can reduce 
recall rates for additional 
imaging – and thus reducing 

anxiety for patients.
"Mammogram is your 

first line of defense against 
breast cancer," says Dr. Hillier. 
"And at any time of the year, if 
you feel something new or dif-
ferent, an unusual lump, talk 
to your doctor and get a mam-
mogram."

To schedule your mam-
mogram today at UH Parma 
Medical Center, call 440-743-
2054.

LIKE

PARMA OBSERVER
ON FaceBook TOO!
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Community News

The Parma Observer is powered by:

The Parma Observer is a com-
munity owned and operated 
citizen based news source. The 
views and opinions expressed 
do not necessarily reflect the 
views and opinions of The 
Parma Observer staff or our 
advertisers.

11180 Snow Road, Parma, 
Ohio 44130

440.884.7625 • http://par-
maobserver.com
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The President’s Corner
An Interview With Former Parma 
Mayor Dean DePiero 

by Sean Brennan,
I received a lot of positive feedback 

regarding last month’s column in which 
I interviewed former Parma mayor John 
Petruska. As a result, I was prompted this 
month to interview and write about our 
most recent former mayor, Dean DePiero. 
In fact, rarely a week goes by that some-
one does not ask me what “Dean” is up to 
these days and whether or not he is plan-
ning to get back into public service.

When asked why he entered pub-
lic service, Mayor DePiero stated that 
“As a lifelong resident whose family 
was active in the business community 
and civic projects, I was encouraged to 
get involved and give back to the com-
munity. I felt serving …was a good way 
to give back.”  In fact, Mayor DePiero 
entered public service as councilman 
for Parma’s ward 4 in 1995, serving 
two terms in that office. He was then 
elected state representative for the 20th 
Ohio House of Representatives district 
in 1999 and was reelected in 2001. He 
was later elected in November 2003, to 
serve as Parma’s 17th chief executive. 
He won reelection in 2007, deciding not 
to seek a third term in 2011.

Mayor DePiero mentioned that his 
biggest influences on making the deci-
sion to get involved politically were his 

have become good friends of me and my 
family.”

As one can imagine, serving as 
mayor of Ohio’s 7th largest city is no easy 
task.  When asked what kept him moti-
vated through the eight years he served, 
Mayor DePiero stated, “Knowing the 
people were relying on me to get the job 
done, making decisions, pulling the city 
through the tough times and creating a 
vision for the future. It was not that long 
ago so it is similar to how it is now. We 
got through the Great Recession without 
layoffs and keeping services at a pre-
mium level. That was not easy.”

When asked about what he is 
most proud of accomplishing as mayor, 
Mr. DePiero shared many successes, 
including improving the image of city 
government, hiring professional people 
in his administration, reforming the 
Parma Police Department, balancing 
eight city budgets during tough eco-
nomic times, helping to see through the 
creation of the Cleveland Metroparks 
West Creek Reservation and new library 
projects, neighborhood outreach ini-
tiatives, and improved safety ratings, 
among many others.

Mayor DePiero will tell you that 
he enjoyed his years as mayor, but that 
he treasures having more time for his 
beloved family and is glad he has moved 
onto new, exciting career opportunities. 
He wishes the community to know that 
his wife, Kathleen, and their children, 
Blake (4) who now attending pre-school 
and Hadley (almost 2), are doing well. 
He remains very busy professionally 

with an active law practice, serving as 
law director for the City of Aurora, Assis-
tant Law Director for Broadview Heights 
and is Of Counsel for the Law Firm of 
McDonald Hopkins. He also continues 
to be involved in a number of local civic 
organizations, as well as local politics 
and has not ruled out running for office 
again one day.

Mayor DePiero and his wife con-
tinue to reside in Parma and enjoy 
meals at Corleone’s, the Parma Tav-
ern, Antonio’s, Stancato’s, Anthony’s, 
and Vivo, among other community 
favorites. They can also be seen fre-
quenting Chuppa’s Market, Rito’s 
Bakery, State Meats, Ukranian Village, 
and Thayer’s. Further, they continue to 
enjoy the Fourth of July parade, Rib ‘n 
Rock, Parma Area Chamber of Com-
merce events, and ice cream socials. He 
misses the interaction with residents 
that being mayor entailed.

Always one to understand that “All 
politics is local” and that you are elected 
to serve the people, Mayor DePiero 
advises current officials to “Be honest 
with the public.  Work hard. Return the 
phone calls. Make decisions.”

I was elected to represent Parma’s 
ward 2 in 2003 – the same year Mr. 
DePiero was elected mayor. I, subse-
quently, served with him during his 
entire tenure as mayor.  The eight years 
we served our community together were 
filled with both challenges and successes 
for our community. I always found him 
to be a consummate professional who 
was always accessible, hard-working and 
result-oriented. He remains in close con-
tact with me and our other city leaders 
and continues to be committed to Par-
ma’s success. I am proud to call him my 
colleague and my friend.

In closing, I want to thank Mayor 
Dean DePiero for agreeing to our inter-
view and for his years of distinguished 
service to our fine community.

Sean Brennan, 
Parma City Council President 

Health Insurance
Obamacare...Medicare..Confused?

I can help all ages understand 
their options and enroll

No payment for my services...ever

Call Joyce O’Malley
440-877-0999

O’Malley Health Insurance Agency
North Royalton 

Resident and Business

Me with former mayors James Day, 
Gerald Boldt and Dean DePiero at the 
groundbreaking for the new fire station on 
Pearl Road in 2006.

Mayor DePiero and I hard at work in 2006.

family and friends. In fact, he pointed out 
that “My parents encouraged me to get 
involved, although no one in our family 
had ever been active in local or state poli-
tics. I also was coached and encouraged 
early on by then Law Director Bill Mason 
and Clerk of Courts Marty Vittardi who 

Congratulations to Parma Observer on their
5th Anniversary of Spreading the Good Word!

Mayor of Parma

Paid for by Friends of Timothy J. DeGeeter
Shelley Cullins, Treasurer
7501 Trevor Lane, Parma, OH 44129 VOTE LIKE A CHAMPION TODAY

www.timdegeeter.com 
 #movingParmaforward 
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University Hospitals is proud to welcome Parma Medical Center into our exceptional 

care community. With nationally recognized physicians and nurses, plus immediate 

access to UH’s specialty institutes and prompt 24-hour emergency care, you can rest 

assured knowing there’s advanced care, right around the corner. Introducing your great 

care, made even greater. Introducing University Hospitals Parma Medical Center. 

For more information about this exciting advancement, visit ParmaHospital.org.

ParmaHospital.org440-743-3000

Your nationally 
recognized care, 
close to home. 
Introducing University Hospitals Parma Medical Center.
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Health/Culture

hriroofi ng.com
216 376 2404

HIRE LOCAL AND SAVE
HRI Story

Lakewood based company that has a track 
record of offering affordable roof solutions 
for large Lakewood roof projects. HRI has 
replaced more roofs in Lakewood in the past 
three years than any other company. Offer-
ing best combination of quality of work and 
fair market pricing. Success in the simple 
concept of hiring the guys who do the work 
themselves (NO SUBCONTRACTING). All 
roof replacements come standard with 15 
year Warranty on workmanship. List of over 
100 Lakewood References upon request.
Licensed   Bonded   Insured

Complete Roof Restoration (All Types)
 • Slate
 • Tile
 • Shingle
 • Flat
Attic Insulation
All Exterior Repairs
Gutter Cleaning
Gutter Guard
Gutter Replace

$500
Off
Roof

Replace

by CJ Sheppard
More than 450 community mem-

bers celebrated the philanthropic work 
of the Parma Hospital Health Care 
Foundation at a black-tie gala that 
raised $211,000 to benefit the health of 
the community.

The 27-year-old Foundation 
continues its mission to support the 
community-based efforts of University 
Hospitals Parma Medical Center. This 
year, the Foundation raised money for 
expansion of the Well-being Retreat 
at UH Parma’s Seidman Cancer Cen-

Parma Hospital Health Care Founda-
tion Board Chairman Angelo Pimpas, 
right, co-chaired the Casino Royale 
event on September 13.

Mary Jo Pimpas, a Foundation vol-
unteer and wife of Angelo Pimpas, 
co-chaired the Foundation gala.

Guests of Legacy Health Services 
enjoy the Casino Royale, which 
raised over $200,000 toward 
supporting the University Hospitals 
Parma Medical Center's mission.

Guests of Legacy Health Services 
enjoy the Casino Royale, which raised 
over $200,000 toward supporting the 
University Hospitals Parma Medical 
Center's mission.

Over 450 Guests Celebrate 
Foundation's Work At Casino Royale

ter and construction of the Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Chamber for chronic wound 
patients at the Outpatient Center. 

Top supporters of this elegant event, 
co-chaired by Angelo and Mary Jo Pim-
pas, included Legacy Health Services, 
Forest City Enterprises Inc., the Parma 
Hospital Auxiliary, Cardiovascular 
Clinic Inc., Community Hospitalists/
Physician Staffing, Embassy Healthcare, 
Key Bank, the Medical Staff of Univer-
sity Hospitals Parma Medical Center, 
Mobile Hyperbaric Centers LLC, and 
Weston Hurd LLP.

by CJ Sheppard
Registration starts now! Classes, 

programs, vaccine clinics, and more 
are offered for all ages and ability 
levels at University Hospitals Parma 

by CJ Sheppard
Learn the benefits of anterior hip 

replacement from orthopaedic surgeon 
Dan Karns, MD, in an Oct. 29 talk.

Dr. Karns will explains this min-
imally invasive option, which leads 
to a quicker, less painful recovery for 
patients, at the 7 p.m. talk in the audi-
torium of University Hospitals Parma 
Medical Center, 7007 Powers Blvd.

The presentation is free, but space 
is limited. Please call 440-743-4900 or 
register online at www.parmahospital.
org/classes.

Medical Center's Health Education 
Center, 7300 State Road. Classes are 
designed to improve and maintain 
physical as well as emotional and 
mental health. Whether it’s getting 
fit, relieving stress, educating chil-
dren, learning CPR, or sampling a 
new hobby, there’s something for 
everyone in the family. 

Fitness class packages are great 
for those who want to exercise more 
than once a week and try different 
classes and instructors. The Cen-
ter has daytime and evening classes 
and classes for all fitness levels. 
The popular unlimited fitness class 
package offers one month of unlim-
ited classes for $48 or three months 
of unlimited classes for $135. The 
new senior unlimited fitness pack-
age is $40 for one month or $115 for 
three months. Individual classes for 
one month are $30. And at UH Par-
ma's Health Education Center, there 
are no membership fees or contracts 
to sign. 

The Center also offers Mind/
Body Fitness classes like Yoga and 
Tai Chi, Personal Wellness offer-
ings like Finding Happiness Within, 
Reiki Level 1 Training, Women’s 
Self Defense and Optimal Heal-
ing classes, and more. Popular 
youth classes include Kindergarten 
Readiness, Toddler Preschool Gym, 
Learning Our Colors and school-age 
classes like Creative Dance, Little 
Warriors self-defense class, and the 
Speed and Agility program. 

Find these and more in the 
online Fall Class Schedule at www.
parmahospital.org/classes 

To receive a schedule by mail, 
call 440-743-4900.

Classes, Vaccine Clinics Scheduled At 
UH Parma's Health Education Center

Less Pain, Faster 
Recovery With 
Minimally 
Invasive Hip 
Replacement

Orthopaedic surgeon Dan Karns, MD.

Utilities Resource Fair
by Kathy Augustine

Cuyahoga Job and  Family Services 
and the Home Heating and Weath-
erization Task Force will be hosting 
a Utilities Resource Fair, at West Side 
Community House at 9300 Lorain Ave, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44102, on Saturday, 
October 18, 2014, from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. 

The free event will provide 
information and resources to the 
community, and enable customers to 
apply for utilities assistance programs 
such as Home Energy Assistance Pro-

gram (HEAP), Percentage of Income 
Program (PIPP Plus) and Home 
Weatherization Assistance Program 
(HWAP).  Customers can apply for 
county benefits programs such as Med-
icaid, Child Care and Food Assistance.  

There will be a free Utilities Assis-
tance Programs Training Workshop 
at noon; registration is online for 
the workshop at www.cjfs.cuyahoga-
county.us.

For information, call 216-987-7010 
or visit www.cjfs.cuyahogacounty.us.

5
CONGRATULATIONS

PARMA OBSERVER

HAPPY

ANNIVERSARY!

KEEP ON 

PUBLISHING!

Mayor Michael P. Byrne

Providing quality health 
care services for seniors since
1953, we are pleased to offer
short-term rehabilitation 
services and programs.

Your choice for quality 
short-term rehabilitation

6765 State Rd., Parma, OH 44134
www.mountalvernavillage.com/np

(440) 843-7800
Sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago
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Education

by Gene Lovasy
SHOW KIDS YOU CARE: Use 

your ears more than your mouth. Octo-
ber’s Asset Category: SUPPORT Many 
studies over the years confirm that car-
ing, supportive relationships with adults 
are critical for raising young people 
who are healthy and resilient. Support 
means freely giving young people love, 
affirmation, and acceptance; surround-
ing young people with caring families, 
guardians, friends, teachers, neighbors, 
and other adults; and helping young 
people know they belong, are not alone, 
and are both loved and lovable.

Support Assets Include:
#1 Family Support – Family life 

provides high level of love and support. 
(68%*)

#2 Positive Family Communi-
cation – Young person and his/her 
parent(s) communicate. (28*)

#3 Other Adult Relationships – 
Young person receives support from 3 
or more nonparent adults. (43%*)

#4 Caring Neighborhood – Young 
person experiences caring neighbors. 
(37%*)

#5 Caring School Climate – 
School provides a caring, encouraging 
environment. (29%*)

#6 Parent Involvement in School-
ing – Parents are actively involved 
in helping young person succeed in 
school. (29%*)

(* The percent of youth who expe-
rience or have this asset in their lives.  
Data based on an aggregate Search 
Institute sample of 148,189 students 
surveyed in 2003. The sample included 
students in 202 cities in 27 states.)

This column’s focus will be 
on…..Asset #6 – Parent Involvement 
in Schooling

Get involved, stay involved
When children start kindergar-

ten, most parents are quite involved 
with their education. They attend 
parent-teacher conferences, cheer on 
their children at school concerts, and 
proudly display their children’s art-
work. But far too often, parents begin 
to distance themselves from their chil-
dren’s schooling as the kids grow older. 
The involvement drops dramatically 
once young people enter middle and 
high school—in some respects the 
most difficult time for young people. 
Parents don’t have to go to school every 
day or even volunteer monthly, but it’s 
important to know what’s going on 
with their children’s education.

Here are the facts
Research shows that young peo-

ple are more likely to grow up healthy 
when their parents are involved in their 
education. Only 29 percent of young 
people, ages 11–18, say their parent(s) 
are actively involved in helping them 

Asset Corner #58
succeed in school, according to Search 
Institute surveys. Remember, even if 
they don’t always show it, young peo-
ple need your help with school. Check 
in with your kids to see how they feel 
things are going with school—and 
make sure to communicate regularly 
with teachers as well.

Tips for building this asset
Young people need their parents to 

stay actively involved in their education 
throughout middle and high school. 
If you’re a parent, introduce yourself 
to your child’s teachers and establish 
clear, open communication. Attend all 
teacher-parent conferences, or resched-
ule a more convenient time if needed. If 
possible, volunteer in small ways, such 
as speaking on career day or setting 
up for a classroom party. Also, talk to 
your child about school. Ask him or her 
about current assignments and projects. 
Be available to help when your child 
needs it. If you’re a teacher, reach out to 
parents and engage them as partners in 
their children’s education.

Also try this
In your home and family: Main-

tain ongoing communication with 
your child’s teachers. Call or e-mail to 
check in every other month—or more 
often if necessary.

In your neighborhood and 
community: Join a parent-teacher 
organization. If your time is limited 
for volunteering do what you can when 
you can.

In your school: Offer parents easy, 
convenient ways to get involved in their 
children’s education. For example, 
tutoring students before exams may 
be perfect for parents who can’t make 
an ongoing commitment. For parents 
who miss conferences, try calling them 
to find out what’s keeping them from 
attending. See if you can work out a 
way to get together or by phone discuss 
their child’s progress.

In your youth program: Offer 
child care or transportation to parents 
who need these services to be able to 
get involved at their child’s school.

ASSET RELATED NEWS
l  The Collab’s  monthly Mobile 

Food Pantry is scheduled this month 
for Thursday, October 9th. Also, their 
Annual Coat Drive is going on now 
through October 17th. You can drop 
off new or gently used cold weather 
coats for our area’s kids and/or new 
hats & gloves Monday thru Friday 
from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. And, include 
adopting a family in your organiza-
tion’s plans for the holidays. Call the 
Collab at 440.887.4873 for informa-
tion about these and other programs/
services.

l  If you or if you know of anyone 

continued on page 7

MADE 
POSSIBLE 
WITH 
SUPPORT 
FROM:

3 6 T H  A N N U A L  M E E T I N G

F E AT U R I N G  K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R

Doug Sterner
America’s foremost expert on heroism  
and American Military Heroes

Thursday, October 30
5:00 p.m. Cocktails  |  5:40 p.m. Program

The Grand Ballroom at the
Global Center for Health Innovation

300 Lakeside Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44113

Valet parking available.

Free and open to the public 
Adults only; please RSVP online at

hospicewr.org/calltoserve

hospicewr.org | 800.707.8922

For the hero 
who lives in  
all of us
Join Hospice of the Western Reserve and
special guest Doug Sterner as he shares real-life 
stories of courage, valor and selflessness.  Participate 
in a community art project and learn more about 
Hospice of the Western Reserve’s call to serve. 
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Inspiration

Massage & Therapy
BACKS

Starting at $49 for 1 hour Massage

Gi Card
Buy 4 Get 1 FREE

6500 Pearl Rd # 105   Parma Hts. Ohio
www.backs-massage.com             440.342.0489

PARMA HTS.
BEREA

WESTLAKE

SHARE THE WOW
Save up to $11.00 /$15.00 Meal For 2
Selected dinners only: veal parmesan, chicken parmesan, broiled tilapia, 

sizzling steak tips, breaded or grilled pork chops, chopped sirloin steak
Dinners Include our Salad Bar with 4 Fresh Soups daily

Must purchase 2 beverages. All dinners include soup and salad bar. 
Present coupon with order. One coupon per party table or visit. Coupon 

may not be combined with any other offer, discount or coupon.
Coupon expires 11/1/14

Jordanʼs Restaurant, 11575 Brookpark Rd. • Parma, Ohio 44130
216.267.5353

11575 Bookpark Road

Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner
All-You-Can-Eat Daily Specials

Delicious Steaks’n Burgers
Expansive Catering Menu

Senior Menu Starting At

$4.99

www.JordansFood.com
216.267.5353

At the corner of Brookpark and Chevy.

by Daniel Taddeo
Anything parents can do to minimize procrastination in the children will reap 

great dividends in their later years.
As the family weakens, so does the vertical transmission of family values. This 

promotes the horizontal transmission of values of the culture.
Blamers point the finger at someone else or thing for their own problems. It is 

so popular because it temporarily liberates them but does not get to the root of the 
problem.

Exercise will keep our energy level high, strengthen our immunity, improve 
our mood, and reduce the effects of negative stress, to name a few benefits.

I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 
What I can do, I should do, and with the help of God, I will do.

If we would use the power that God gives us to see ourselves as others see us, it 
would free us from many a blunder and foolish notion.

Investing our minds and our interests as we would our money in worthwhile 
activities will generate long-term dividends.

It is inborn for people to appeal to a standard of behavior, which they expect 
from others who also understand and follow.

Most people are unaware of the connection between their state of mind and 
their circumstances that eventually causes them to settle for far less than their 
God-given best.

The only way to eliminate negative or counter-productive thoughts is to replace 
them with positive, empowering thoughts.

Those who choose a moral code of ethics grounded in Scripture will be well 
equipped to make all the right moral choices life will ever require.

Treat people as they are and they will remain that way. Treat them as they 
could be and they may become as they could be.

We should not allow other people or things to determine our frame of mind. 
Each person is personally responsible for this.

We will gradually adopt the habits, attitudes, and mannerisms of the people 
with whom we spend a lot of time.

Self-reflection is always a good exercise. What I believe is a work in progress, 
not limited to these statements and subject to change. What do YOU believe?

by Ruth Revecky
The sky was almost royal blue, which reflected the

Depths of the seven seas.

The clouds resembled schools of sun-catching fish.

They seemed to glide along at a motionless pace.

As I gazed at the sky’s high ceiling, clouds clouded

The sun and deflected the scorching rays.

The tops of the trees barely fluttered their leaves and

Looked like statutes cuddling into arms of the

Outstretched heavens; the air was extremely humid

And hot; the wind was patiently still.

Birds ceased their irritating twitter, sitting mute in

The smothering, cloistering trees.

Flowers shouted out in colorful blooms, their heads

Gently swaying in an almost non-existent breeze.

Their faces were lifted to the daisy-reflected sky,

Wishing they, too, were companions of the dozing

Clouds, which were languishing in midair and

Which were a very pleasant diversion.

The carpet-like grass complimented the azure-blue

Sky, but the lack of rain would soon turn it to straw-

Like colored hews of washed-out browns.

The tall evergreens, however, would be forever sharp-

Needled and green; shrubs and bushes were still leafy

And lush; some wore decorative cones!

Quickly a cloud of milky-like splashing fish created

A slow-moving highway, and the lazy-traveling, whipped-

Cream clouds seemed to traverse the floating byway.

Then the winds became energetic, chasing the lamb-white

Clouds into chaotic disarray, shocking them into

Disappearing into the deep, deep oceans of the blue-eyed

Sky.

Existential Poetry
by Bryan N Griffin Jr

For a brief moment I sit

Underneath the crabapple tree 

Contemplating all that I

Know what life means to me.

Yearning for what I want and more

Omnipotence overcomes me

Underneath the crabapple tree

Valiantly and bravely I endure

All of the obstacles and hurdles

Life throws in front of me.

Realizing what I always know.

I am & will always be

Know thyself & know it well. 

I Believe Splashing Clouds Of Flying Fish

Want to 
have the 

Parma Observer 
delivered to 
your home? 

Call 
440-884-7625 
for information.

LIKE

PARMA OBSERVER
ON FaceBook TOO!
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Our Neighborhoods

Monday- Buy 1 Pastry- Get Medium Co�ee FREE
Tuesday- Noon-6PM $6.00 Hookah w/Bev. Purchase
Wednesday- Buy Large Mocha- 2nd one 50% o�
Thursday- Ladies Night- 50% o� any drinks w/ad
Friday- $4.00 Hookah All Day
Saturday- 50% O� Specialty Drinks Noon-6 PM
Sunday- Open Mic Night-Patio

Daily Promos From 1p.m. to 5p.m.

Congratulations
Parma Observer

on your 5th Anniversary

from Parma Councilman

Brian Day
Candidate for 

Parma Auditor 2015

Paid for by Friends of Brian Day, Kristin Saban, Treasurer, 1107 Meadowlawn Blvd., Parma, OH 44134a

A Dedicated DAY for Parma 

by Kathryn Mabin
Mark your calendars now! The 

much anticipated annual Treat 'n' 
Greet event, sponsored by the Polish 
Village/Old World Parma community 
development organization, has been 
scheduled for Saturday, October 25th, 
between the hours of 11:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.   

This is the fourth year for Treat 
'n' Greet and it seems to be growing 
by leaps and bounds. The purpose 
behind it is to familiarize residents 
with the local businesses along Ridge 
Road. Often in our mobile society you 
drive past the shops without stopping 
to see what is really inside them. Polish 
Village supports the shop local cause, 
by offering a unique and fun way for 
people to see just what the area has 
to offer. In past years approximately 
30 to 35 businesses have participated 
annually.  

As a parent and grandparent I 
appreciate the fact that this event is 
held during the daytime hours, that 
children must be accompanied by an 
adult, and safety is a prime consider-
ation. I also believe everyone enjoys 

The Northeast Ohio Ghostbusters have enjoyed participating in the Treat 'n' Greet 
event since 2012. Pictured here (left to right) are: Al Martin, Ethan Rivera, Martin 
Schutte, Bobby O'Connor, and Anthony Gonzalez. (Photo by Stefan P. Stefaniuk.)

Polish Village Treat 'n' Greet

seeing the children all dressed up in 
costumes, big smiles on their faces, 
with eyes sparkling, as they march 
from business to business eager to fill 
up on treats.  

Each year a different location 
along Ridge Rd is chosen to be the 
Headquarters. This year the Head-
quarters will be at 5789 Ridge Rd, 
just north of Snow Rd. Families come 
to the headquarters to receive their 
passports. One passport per family is 
the rule. The passports list the vari-
ous businesses that are participating. 
Children accompanied by adults walk 
the Ridge Rd business district, collect-
ing not only their treats, but a stamp 
at each location on their passports. 
Businesses are also encouraged to 
handout coupons for another visit, or 
to supplement the candy, each in their 
own unique way. In past years some 
businesses have had hot coffee and 
soft drinks, popcorn, coupons for dis-
counts on hair cuts, or food items, face 
painting and various other fun things. 
When the adults are exhausted, and 
the children have had their fill, they 
return to the headquarters to com-
plete the passports with their names 

and phone numbers. The completed 
passports are also used as entries for 
drawings of various gift baskets and 
gift certificates.   

In 2013, families turned in 
145 passports, with a total of 3,926 
stamps, or visits, on the passports to 
local businesses. As an advocate of 
the shop local movement I am happy 
that our local businesses are getting 
the attention they deserve. When you 
purchase locally more money is kept 
in the community. Did you know that 
for every dollar spent at a local busi-
ness, 45 cents is reinvested locally? 
Local businesses also donate more to 
local charities than non-local owners. 
The unique character of the commu-
nity is defined in a large part by the 
businesses that reside there, which 
plays a huge role in the overall satis-
faction with where you live and the 
value of your home and property. 
Local businesses also hire local peo-
ple, and boost the local economy. And 
it has been said that a marketplace 
of small businesses is the best way to 
ensure innovation and low prices over 
the long-term. Shopping locally is not 
only good for business, it is good for 
Parma and good for you too.  

So, on Saturday, October 25th, 
look for the return of the ever popu-
lar “Ghostbusters” as well as other 
costumed individuals walking up and 
down Ridge Road. There will be prizes 
and surprises, and lots of laughter and 
family fun. I'll be there, maybe in 
costume, definitely enjoying the day. 
Bring your kids and grand-kids and 
join in on the fun. Treat 'n' Greet is 
another reason I love living in Parma, 
and specifically Polish Village.  

For more information on Treat 
'n' Greet, or Polish Village, visit www.
polishvillageparma.com, or follow us 
on Facebook and Twitter. 

having questions re: the federal health 
insurance program (Obamacare) or 
about Ohio Medicaid, visit Parma 
Health Ministry’s web site at  www.
parmahealthministry.org or phone: 
440.843.8087. Their Health Care Navi-
gator should be able to help. Remember, 
the open enrollment period for cover-
age effective 2015 begins on November 
15, 2014.

SHARE YOUR ASSET BUILD-
ING IDEAS AND/OR THOUGHTS 

Asset Corner #58
ABOUT THE DEVELOPMENTAL 
ASSET CONCEPT BY VISITING 
THE “ASSET CORNER” FACEBOOK 
PAGE. I’M LOOKING FORWARD TO 
HEARING FROM YOU.

Visit www.parmacityschools.org/
character, www.search-institute.org/
assets for more information about the 
40 Developmental Assets and ideas for 
helping young people build them. Or 
go here  http://www.parentfurther.
com/  for great asset-based parenting 
tips, tricks, activities and ideas.

continued from page 5
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Perspective

The Confident 
Choice For 
In-Home 
Care.

 

 

 

Providing quality, affordable, non-medical
in-home care for seniors and other clients  
who need companionship and personal care.

firstlighthomecare.com

28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake
440-250-9733

Hopko
John C. Hopko      Cheryll A. Hopko
6020 Broadview Road - Parma, Ohio

216-631-4888

Funeral Home

"Correct the Cause and the Pain goes away Naturally!"

 Dr. Robb J. Baker, D.C.
5810 Pearl Rd.
Parma, Ohio  44130
440-888-6979
http://docbaker.net

Honesty, Integrity, Honor, and Clinical Excellence

by Lee Kamps
The 2012 election campaign was 

the most expensive political cam-
paign in history. Just in Ohio alone, 
the amount of money spent by both 
candidates for the senate seat occu-
pied by Sherrod Brown was the most 
expensive campaign in Ohio’s history. 
That does not include the amount of 
money spent on the presidential cam-
paign in Ohio as well as the nation. 
According to the final report in 2013, 
Democratic incumbent (and ultimate 
winner) Sherrod Brown spent more 
than $24 million to retain his seat 
while GOP challenger Josh Mandel 
spent a little more than $18 million 
on his campaign. 

But those numbers do not 
include the amount of money spent 
by outside groups on behalf of one 
candidate or another. Crossroads 
GPS and the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce both spent more than $10 
million dollars trying to unseat 
Sherrod Brown. Of course other out-
side groups also spent a lot of money 
trying to elect their favored candi-
date. All told, the candidates spent 
more than $42 million dollars on 
their campaigns and outside groups 
easily spent just as much money as 
the candidates. 

The number of votes cast for sen-
ator in 2012 was 5,258,233 according 

Is Our Government For Sale?
to the Secretary of State’s office. Just 
doing some simple math to the can-
didates each vote was worth more 
than $8.00 and when the spending 
from outside groups is included, no 
doubt the total figure may be that all 
campaign spending was more than 
$15.00 for each vote cast. 

This is just for one senate race. 
There was also a presidential race in 
2012 and both sides spent humon-
gous sums of money in Ohio to 
convince voters to vote for their 
candidate. No doubt that the spend-
ing for the presidential election was 
close or exceeded the amount spent 
for the senate seat. So, if I may guess, 
your presidential vote in Ohio was 
probably worth about $15.00 based 
on the spending for president. 

But it is the very wealthy donors 
who, now that the Supreme Court 
has opened the door to unlimited 
political spending, have the poten-
tial to significantly alter the nation’s 
political landscape. The billion-
aire Koch Brothers, who own Koch 
Industries are poised to spend $290 
million dollars to inf luence the elec-
tion this year alone. Another very 
wealthy person who is attempting to 
inf luence elections with his money 
is casino magnate Sheldon Adleson 
who spent $93 million dollars on the 
2012 campaign all by himself. 

The amount of money that the 
Koch Brothers are said to be spend-
ing on the 2014 election is as much 
as 5,270 American households make 
in an entire year. Does an ordinary 
citizen have a chance against all this 
money that has now been declared 
by the United States Supreme Court 
as “free speech”? But is this how we 
want our government to be oper-
ated and chosen? Is this what the 
founding fathers of this nation had 
in mind when they wrote the consti-
tution? 

Those wealthy campaign donors 
are not stupid. They wouldn’t donate 
millions to political campaigns 
unless they got something for their 
investment. If a candidate who is the 
beneficiary of such campaign largess 
from wealthy donors, whose inter-
ests would they represent; the voters 
and the people of their district or 
those wealthy campaign donors who 
made that victory possible? 

The reality is that in the 21st cen-
tury it costs a lot of money to mount 
a successful campaign for congress 
or the presidency. But shouldn’t the 
bulk of the money that is donated to 
those election campaigns come from 
the people themselves instead of a 
small handful of wealthy donors who 
have an agenda? When the Supreme 
Court threw out all limitations on 
campaign spending and donations 
to political campaigns; they opened 
a hornet’s nest of political spending 
that can threaten our democracy. It 
is time for the people to stand up 
and demand that the Citizens United 
decision by the Supreme Court be 
overturned and sanity brought back 

into the political process. 
It is supposed to be an election, 

not an auction where the office goes 
to the highest bidder. At least you 
know that your vote is worth a lot 
of money. So if anything else, go out 
and vote in this election. If you do 
not vote, then you have no business 
criticizing the government. 

Sources and related links:
h t t p : / / w w w . o p e n s e -

c r e t s . o r g / r a c e s / s u m m a r y .
php?id=OHS1&cycle=2012

http : //w w w.washing tonpost .
com/blogs/the-fix/wp/2014/06/17/
t he - k o c h - br ot he r s -m a y- s p e nd -
290-million-on-this-election-thats-
how-much-5270-american-house-
holds-make-in-a-year/

ht t p : / /w w w.wa shing tonpos t .
com /blogs /the-fix /wp/2014/03/25/
sheldon-adelson-spent-93-million-on-
the-2012-election-heres-how/

BLUE LINE BAR & GRILLBLUE LINE BAR & GRILL
Now Open Daily 11:00 A.M.

Food and Drink Specials
4305 Brookpark Road

440-799-4305

Best Wishes Parma Observer
on your 5th Anniversary

Mayor Tim DeGeeter
 Treasurer Tom Mastroianni Law Director Tim Dobeck
 Auditor Dennis Kish Council President of Council Sean Brennan
 State Representative Nick Celebrezze County Councilman Chuck Germana

Ward 1 Councilman Vito Dipierro
Ward 2 Councilwoman Deborah Lime
Ward 3 Councilman Mark Casselberry
Ward 4 Councilman Brian Day
Ward 5 Councilman Allan Divis

The Parma Democratic Party

Ward 6 Councilman Lawrence J. Napoli
Ward 7 Councilman Brian Brochetti
Ward 8 Councilman Scott Tuma
Ward 9 Councilman Jeffrey Crossman

Seven Hills Mayor�

“Congratulations to the Parma Observer on Five�
Years of Providing an Open Community Forum”�

Paid for by Friends of Richard Dell’Aquila,�
Judy Dell’Aquila, Treasurer,�
661 E. Pleasant Valley Road, Seven Hills, OH 44131�
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Perspective

by Lucy McKernan
A med student walks into a bar 

and says to the bartender, “I wouldn’t 
worry about whether to eat genetically 
modified foods or not,” The bartender 
asks, “Why not?” The med student 
replies, “Because the pesticides will kill 
you first!” Just before sitting down to 
write this, I walked out of the nearest 
Giant Eagle with one thing in hand: a 
pricey, organic, non-GMO half gallon 
of soy ice cream. Seven bucks, to be 
exact.

I'm Mad As Hell, And Not Going To 
Take It Anymore

More than the price tag, what’s 
really eating at me lately is the plethora 
of news involving Monsanto, GMO-
foods, the future of our food supply, 
and all plant life. So, where else to 
publish the unvarnished truth but the 
trusty Parma Observer? It just may be 
the only true free press around! I don’t 
pretend to know all the science behind 
transgenic foods. But I do know it’s 
not natural, and anytime we mess with 
nature, we pay.

“A hasty genetic transformation 

of world food resources ignores the 
wisdom enshrined in eons of origi-
nal evolution.” This prophetic quote 
by J.B. Neilands, Professor Emeritus, 
Dept. of Biochemistry and Molecu-
lar Biology and U of C, Berkeley, is 
printed in the Foreword of “Against 
the Grain: Biotechnology and the Cor-
porate Takeover of Your Food.” Sadly, 
though the tome was copyrighted in 
1997, nothing has pulled us back from 
this brink of our own destruction, this 
hostile CORPORATE takeover. All the 
warnings are there. Monsanto. Corn. 
Resistant strains. Health problems. 
Many other species dying off, suffer-
ing.

The future is now. In 1997, Nei-
lands wrote, “. . . the quantities [of 
DBHA, short, for a long string of 
chemical compounds] Monsanto is 
planning to apply to their Roundup 
Ready [the infamous glyphosate] culti-
vars, modified to carry the gene for the 
target enzyme, humbles the imagina-
tion.” I’d say it another way: it bugs me.

Neilands also prophesied that 
Monsanto’s Bt toxin, made to kill 
insects consuming leaves “pro-
grammed with the gene for the foreign 
protein,” would cause resistant strains 
which, you guessed it, would make 
organic farmers unable to protect 

crops. Uh, oh! That’s not all. Glypho-
sates have virtually annihilated plants 
like the common milkweed, the mon-
arch butterfly host plant. Critical to 
the monarchs’ survival, milkweed was 
historically found on roadsides, espe-
cially near corn and soy crop borders, 
where Roundup has been sprayed ad 
infinitum. The year 2013 saw such a 
precipitous drop in monarch popula-
tions, experts predicted 2014 would 
be the year of their extirpation from 
Ohio. Luckily, I saw several, followed 
by three within two minutes on the 
very day of their biggest journey south-
ward, just last week. How many more 
should I have seen?

The most forgiving reader could 
not begin to justify Monsanto’s 
motives. Monsanto is an evil corporate 
giant, perhaps immeasurably worse 
than the likes of, say, Wal-Mart. But 
what most people don’t realize is that 
everyone’s health is at stake.

Right now, worldwide studies 
point to the fact that climate change is 
making even organically grown foods 
void of certain essential nutrients. It 
has something to do with low/ground 
level harmful ozone (it’s good only if 
it’s way up there, where we need it), cer-
tain carbon emissions, etc. causing soil 
chemistry to not properly synthesize 

Swallowtail on Cupplant.

proteins and other critical vitamins 
and minerals.

Global warming, corporate greed, 
and a complacent public mean that MY 
future has been ransomed. I’m angry. 
I love to study and learn about plants. 
I use them as medicine to heal myself 
naturally, I eat only things that come 
from plants because I am a strict vegan. 
I don’t like the idea of Monsanto -- and 
our government whoring itself out to 
lobbyists -- killing me slowly.

Think about this, next time you 

go shopping. What price can you put 
on your health? Is $7 for a half gallon 
of really delicious soy ice cream really 
too much to pay for longevity, freedom, 
supporting organic farming and stick-
ing it to Monsanto? Growing your own 
heirloom, non-GMO veggies is the 
most politically radical thing you can 
do. Start seed shopping now, for next 
year. Join a seed-sharing group. Take 
back your future, and mine. It is yours, 
and mine after all!

Scottish Thistle.
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Citizen Viewpoint

Crime Tip Line (440) 887-7340  
crimetips@parmajustice.net  
www.cityofparmapolice.com  

Emergency – 911  
Non Emergency -  (440) 885 -1234  We work for you  

Danny's Auto Service 
Domestic / Foreign                                                            ASE certi�ed
Light Trucks                        
                            
                        Meyers Snowplow Parts And Service
            5273 Commerce Parkway West

Parma, Ohio  44130 
Daniel J. Skonezny
(216) 267-1267 

by Kathryn Mabin
On Saturday, September 20th, the 

2nd Annual Flamingo Fever Banquet & 
Auction was held in the St. Charles Par-

Flamingo Fever 2014
pocket park on Ridge Rd, right in the 
heart of the business district. Flamingo 
Fever is Parma's very unique, one of a 
kind, public art event. In the early spring, 
artists design their flamingos and submit 
their drawings for entry. The committee 
reviews the submissions and gives the 
go ahead. Artists complete their entries 
and drop them off for display. Businesses 
throughout the Parma area display the 
flamingos through summer. The event 
culminates with a banquet in the fall. 
This year the weather for the banquet 
was great, the food was out of this world, 
the adult beverages were priced just right, 
and most folks ended up carrying home 
raffle items, in addition to their favorite 
flamingos.

There are always behind the scene 
stories that are generated by events like 
this, and I wanted to share them with 

you. For instance, last year traffic nearly 
stopped on Ridge Rd as drivers in vehicles 
rubbernecked to watch as co-chairs Terri 
Snider and Kathy Mabin walked across 
the street to deliver the WereMingo Fla-
mingo, in a 4 foot cage, to the Ridgewood 
Inn one Friday afternoon. Someone also 
thought this was a large chicken. This 
year the Ridgewood Inn also sponsored a 
caged beast called ChupaFlamenco, who 
had flashing red eyes, fangs, and a forked 
tongue. The Flamingo Carousel went on 
a road trip last year. It was inadvertently 
left in the back of a vehicle that was sent 
to Columbus from the Axelrod show-
room. Special arrangements had to be 
made for its return trip. 

And then this year there was Elvis. 
Elvis was prominently displayed at the 
Parma Pit Stop on Ridge Rd. Elvis left 
the building. We don't think he left on 
his own, he just suddenly disappeared. 
Polish Village Facebook followers will 
remember seeing the photo of Elvis 
with the tag line – BREAKING NEWS 
– HAVE YOU SEEN ME? No, this was 
not a publicity stunt, this was for real. 
Much to our dismay, Elvis disappeared 
into oblivion before his debut at the 
banquet this year.

The extremely popular and 
very unique LEGO Flamingo was 
prominently on display at Colozza's 
Bakery. LEGO Flamingo did a Humpty 
Dumpty and was found resting in 
pieces. The very creative Flamingo 
Artist, Annette Mannion, spent the 
entire evening before the banquet put-

ting him back together again. I also 
saw a photo of LEGO Flamingo get-
ting CPR from Annette's Mom who is 
a nurse. LEGO Flamingo was created 
with 1,300 Lego pieces, surrounding 
the pink plastic flamingo base.  

A highlight during the evening was 
a bidding war this year with Mayor Tim 
DeGeeter and a local resident over the 
popular Notre Dame Flamingo. There 
is a video of this on the Parma Observer 
Facebook page. The Notre Dame Fla-
mingo graced the Mayor's Office for a 
few months, and has now found a per-
manent home there. Mayor DeGeeter 
also won the winning bid on Fairy God-
mother Flamingo. Also in the crowd was 
Parma City Treasurer, Tom Mastroianni, 
who won the winning bid on Ghoulardi 
Flamingo. Ward 4 Councilman Brian 
Day won the bid on Stash Mingo-ski, a 
homage to Big Chuck's Certain Ethnic 
Man. Ward 1 Councilman Vito DiPierro 
won the Browns Flamingo. And Ward 
2 Councilwoman Debbie Lime won the 
bid on Chef Flamingo.   

And speaking of chefs, Debbie 
Lime and Debbie Matis did a wonder-
ful job of preparing the food. Maybe 
there is a catering job in their future?  

Thank you to all the businesses 
that participated. Thank you to all the 
volunteers who worked so diligently to 
make this event a success. And thank 
you to everyone who participated.   

For more information on Polish Vil-
lage visit www.polishvillageparma.com, 
or follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

ish Hall. This annual event was brought 
to you by Polish Village/Old World 
Parma, and the net proceeds from the 
event are earmarked for the upcoming 

by Tricia Kuivinen
The world became a beautiful gar-

den again, if only for a night, at the 2nd 
Annual “Magic of Motherhood-Night 
in a Tuscan Garden” charitable benefit 
held Saturday, September 20 at Breeze-
wood Gardens and Gifts in Chagrin 
Falls. The event raised $59K in needed 
support for The Zechariah House. 

Guests dined on fine Italian food, 
wine and desserts from Stancato’s 
catering while enjoying live entertain-
ment from Apollo’s Fire and the Ohio 
Burn Unit, dancing, and silent auction, 
all set against the unique, scenic back-
drop of Breezewood Gardens nursery 
in Chagrin Falls, Ohio. Guests also 
had the opportunity to hear from a 
young mother recently served by Mag-
gie’s Place and learned how they can 
support the life-changing work of The 
Zechariah House. 

The Zechariah House provides a 
safe and welcoming home, practical 
necessities such as food and clothing, 
counseling, parenting classes, greater 
employment readiness and educational 
opportunities for vulnerable women 
who may be alone, on the streets or facing 
other difficult life circumstances during 
their pregnancies. The home can house 
up to nine expectant women at a time, 
and moms may stay up to 6 months after 
their child’s birth. In addition to receiv-
ing needed shelter and support, guests of 
Maggie’s Place also engage in personal 
goal setting and complete life skills ses-
sions leading to further personal growth 
and greater independence. Many moth-

Magic Of Motherhood Raises 
$59K For The Zechariah House

ers also increase their educational level 
while living at The Zechariah House, by 
completing their GED, job training or 
beginning college with the help of Mag-
gie’s Place scholarships. Maggie’s Place is 
a community of homes in two states (OH 
& AZ) that provides houses of hospital-
ity for expectant women who wish to 
achieve their goals in a dignified and wel-
coming atmosphere. 

To learn more about Maggie’s 
Place, to volunteer with young moms 
or arrange for a tour of The Zechariah 
House, visit www.maggiesplace.org, 
follow us on Facebook and Twitter, or 
contact us at 440.866.2620 or cleve-
land@maggiesplace.org. 

Maggie's Place Ohio Chairperson Rick 
Costello with Umberto Fedeli



October, 2014 The Parma Observer Vol 06, Issue 10 Page 11

 Join the Discussion at: www.parmaobserver.com 

The Parma Art Scene

Oct 6 – 17, 2014
Special Anniversary Sale

Anniversary Hearing Event!

BETTER HEARING, BETTER LIVING

© 2014 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved. www.hearusa.com

with Hearing Screening
*Must have hearing loss. Call us for details. Not valid with any 

other offer or discount.

Receive a $100 Discount Certificate 
on a 2-Night Hotel Stay*

*With hearing screening. No purchase required. 
Restrictions apply. Call for details.  

Not valid with any other offer or discount

Enter to win a 7-Day 
Cruise for 2!*

Get a FREE 40” TV
with purchase of a pair of Siemens Pure 7mi 

Hearing Aids (A $400.00 value)
Offers cannot be combined. Excludes previous purchases. 

Not valid with any other offer or discount.

Call today to schedule an appointment for a 
FREE Hearing Screening.

Take a vacation from your hearing loss.
Your life is precious. Live it to the fullest! Now is 
the perfect time to take the steps towards better 
hearing and recapture the good things in life.

• Take advantage of these Fantastic Anniversary 
Savings, Blockbuster Giveaways and Limited 
Time Promotions!

• Experience the best hearing care 
     in the industry.
• Choose from a wide selection of 

     state-of-the-art hearing aids.

Offers not available for purchases through state and federally funded 
programs. Some insurance restrictions apply. Call for details.

6789 Ridge Rd., 
Suite 202, Parma

Call: 440.882.5389

Meet 
Our New 
Provider!

Angela Damron, M.A., F-AAA
Audiologist

Ask us about special offers for Ford, 
GM and Chrysler members. 
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by Kathryn Mabin
Parma is home to a great many 

talented individuals, artists and crafts-
men, both professional and amateur, 
who specialize in variety of mediums. 
This article is the fourth in a series 
which will showcase a Parma area art-
ist and introduce you to many of your 
talented neighbors.

Anthony DeMarco
Tony DeMarco is very well known 

in the Parma area. He moved to Parma 
in 1949 with his parents, attended 
Parma Schools, Thoreau Park, Schaaf 
Jr. High, and Parma High, and went 
to college at Kent State University, 
where he received his Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in Art Education and 
Master of Arts Degree in Art Educa-
tion. The year 1966 was a very special 
year for Tony, as he not only married 

Artist Of The Month
his high school sweetheart, Darlene 
Wendel, but began teaching at Parma 
High School, his alma mater. Darlene 
and Tony have three children all born 
and raised in Parma, who also attended 
Parma schools. The City of Parma has 
played a huge role in his life. 

Tony taught art classes at PHS 
for 31 years, serving as depart-
ment chair for 11 years. Many Parma 
Alumni fondly remember his classes 
in enameling, jewelry, crafts, drawing, 
painting, humanities and photography. 
He retired in 1997, but has continued 
to actively pursue his artistic passions, 
concentrating on photography but 
occasionally doing commission pieces 
of jewelry or enamel. 

Both Tony and his wife are very 
active in the Parma community and are 
volunteers in many Parma groups that 
promote the City of Parma and its resi-

dents. I am sure you have 
seen them in the commu-
nity, working tirelessly at 
various events. 

When questioned on 
his artistic philosophy 
with regards to photogra-
phy he said, “First I look 
for interesting subject 
matter and interesting 
views of the subject. I use 
traditional artistic com-
positional techniques to 

try and catch the viewer's attention. 
The composition is key. I draw subject 
matter from nature and architectural 
structures. I approach my subject 
matter from a cinematic perspective. 
I have always been interested in how 
the director of photography selects the 
first shot of every movie. The first shot 
is called the establishing shot. It is the 
most important and gives a great deal 
of information to the viewer.” He also 
said that he strives to have a “tran-
quil quality to his photographs, which 
allows you, the viewer, to focus on the 
image and let your imagination take 
over, and finish the story.” 

When asked about his enameling 
and jewelry pieces, Tony said he worked 
with William Harper in enameling 

and the art of cloisonne. Cloisonne 
is an ancient technique. The process 
involves fine silver wire designs and 
transparent or opaque enamel on cop-
per or fine silver surfaces. Tony's work 
is made of silver or gold. He does hand 
built or lost wax castings in gold or fine 
silver. His designs come from nature 
and non-objective forms and shapes. 
The castings are first made in wax, 
then a cast of the wax model is filled 
with gold or silver burned out. His 
rings, pendants and bracelets are made 
from sheets of gold or silver wire, per-
haps with precious stones added. His 
designs are stylized, simplifications of 
objects and scenes. The subject matter 
may be from historical material, social 

White Horse/Green Earth Ireland.

Sea Oats Fireworks Hilton Head. continued on page 15
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Our Local History

by Kenneth Lavelle
Early Residents of Parma Town-

ship like many other townships in 
Cuyahoga County had only small 
dirt roads and wooden plank roads to 
travel along on horseback, on foot, by 
bicycle, by stagecoach or by wagon for 
many years. The Brooklyn and Parma 
Wooden Plank Road Company along 
the Wooster Pike and York Road was 
established in 1876 and ceased opera-
tions in 1907. A railroad route was not 
built until 1894 in a small northwest-
ern section of Parma Township. The 
Cleveland, Lorain & Wheeling Rail-
road (C.L.&W.) was both a passenger 
and freight route from 1895 to 1926. 
C.L.&W depot stations were built at 
five-mile intervals south of Cleveland 
in 1895. The C.L.& W. Parma depot sta-
tion was constructed in a rural area in 
Rockport Township where it served no 
major businesses or industries. There 
was no telegraph operator assigned to 
work there. 

by Bob Stilwell
Oscar was an active member of 

the Soldiers and Sailors monument in 
Cleveland, Ohio and a past President 
representing all the people from the 
Parma area who fought in the Civil 
War. His name is etched in stone in the 
Soldiers and Sailors monument.

Oscar, as a trusted Toll Collector 
was also a trustee of Parma Township 
in 1869 and became the Treasurer in 
1872 and 1873.

Oscar is a shining example of the 
people of his time. Here we are, 107 
years after this man's death. I believe 
that Parma Heights is a better place to 
live because of people like Oscar that 
live in this community. 

The Historical Society had a great 

CALL 1-800-519-1628
for more information, or visit us at

www.StayAtHomeAdditions.com

Stay at Home Additions are pre-constructed,  
ADA (Handicapped) accessible bathrooms with walk-in showers 
and laundry facilities that are permanently or temporarily 
connected to the first floor of your home.

STAY AT HOME ADDITIONS

If you need to live on the 
first floor of your home 
without going up or down 
stairs, we can help.

You don’t have to leave your home...

Tales From The Tollgate House

Do You Remember....The C.L.&W / B&O, Ohio Depot Station?

Map of C.L.&W. Railway Co. Parma, Ohio is indicated on map.

1895 C.L.&W. Train Shedule indicating 
stops for Parma, Ohio.

by B.&O. R.R. depot station designs of 
the 1907 time period. For example, the 
1895 Berea, Ohio depot burned down 
in a fire in 1902.  

In February 1907, a tragedy 
occurred along the B.&.O. track at 
Town Line Road in Parma Township. 
A B.&O. R.R. Special coach train trav-
eling at high rate of speed hit a couple 
in horse drawn buggy, which was on 
the B.& O. railroad track at the Parma 
Town Line Road crossing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Houkiss of Parma, Ohio were struck at 
3 p.m. February 17, 1907. The horse was 
killed and the buggy broken into small 
pieces. Mr. and Mrs. Houkiss both died 
of their injuries occurred in the crash. 
The B.&O. R.R. special coach train 
carried the B.&O. General Manager 
Fitzgerald and the other company offi-
cers who were returning to Cleveland 
from a rail route inspection tour in 
Lorain held earlier in the day.  

The B&O. R.R. built a second sta-
tion along Town Line Road in 1909 
that consisted of a small wooden 
waiting shed for passengers. Any pas-

dred feet north of Parma Twp.'s Town 
Line road (now Brookpark Road). The 
C.L.&W. Parma Station was known as 
a “Flag Station” where the daily train 
would be stopped by flagging it to pick 
up passengers. The B.&O. R.R. was able 
to purchase controlling interest in the 
C.L.&W. In 1901. The C.L.&W. Parma 
depot Station number 2319 closed in 
June 1904. Later, the closed vacant 
station was used for limited use as a 
'freight station' after January 10, 1926 
and later for storage purposes. A track 
existed from the depot to Brookpark 
Rd. for the unloading and public sale 
of coal. Another track off the main line 
existed to allow loading and unloading 
at the rear backside of the depot. Each 
of the C.L.&W. rural depots were rec-
ognized by a similar roof design and 
unique wood roof supports. The design 
architect for the C.L.&W. Depots could 
not be documented in 2014. Several of 
the C.L&W. 1895 depots were replaced 

Parma Depot.

sengers who stopped there were holding 
through tickets issued from other rail 
lines in 1910. When daily train passen-
ger service ended in 1926, the Parma 
station location indicated on local land 
parcel maps on Brookpark Rd. was 
removed and forgotten. The B.&O. 
Cleveland to Lester Branch became a 
coal and freight train route. Passengers 
were rerouted to ride the C.T.&V. route 
to Akron, Ohio and continuing on to 
southern Ohio. In 1913, a two-story 
tall interlocking train control tower 
was built at the junction of the B.&O. 
R.R. and the New York Central Cleve-
land Short Line. The Parma Tower had 
the telegraph code letters “PA” assigned 
to it. Parma Tower was abandoned in 
1961. Both the old C.L.&W. Parma 
depot station and Parma Tower was 
torn down in 1962. Such abandoned 
rail buildings had become an “attrac-
tive nuisance” for young children to 
explore , a violation of the Cleveland 
Building Code and a liability to the two 
local railroads.  

Several small independent owned 
sandstone quarries were located fur-
ther southwest in Middleburg Twp. 
and Berea. Future development was 
planned near the Parma depot when 
the New York Central Railroad's Short 
Line south of Cleveland began in 1906 
and was completed in 1912. The Parma 
depot location was some eight hun-

Continuation Of: 
Who Was Oscar Fitz Nicholas?

time conversing with people that vis-
ited the Parma Heights Toll House from 
8/9/2014-8/10/2014 during the week-
end in the Commons. We learned a lot 
from the people that have lived here 
many years and also newcomers that 
were interested the Parma Heights His-
tory. Thanks to Winifred Stroud, past 
President of the Historical Society, a 
lot of the Past History was preserved. 
We are a new group that started about 
six years ago. we plan on documenting 
the History of Parma Heights for future 
generations to enjoy as we do now. You 
are welcome to join us. For more infor-
mation of our future meetings, call the 
President of the Parma Heights Histori-
cal Society, Joe Reeves, at 216-870-4864. 
We look forward to seeing you.



October, 2014 The Parma Observer Vol 06, Issue 10 Page 13

 Join the Discussion at: www.parmaobserver.com 

Our Local History

by Bob Stilwell
Many people have asked “what 

does the Parma Heights Historical 
Society do". Well this is what are cur-
rent membership is doing and has 
accomplished in just a few short years 
and with a little help can accomplish 
much more. 

The current members are rela-
tively new to the group, all with the 
desire to preserve the local History of 
Parma Heights. We are a diverse group 
with varying interests. Joe Reeves, 
President, communicates with Parma 
Heights City Hall as to our various 

by Irene Toth
One mile south of the Henninger 

Homestead and quarry is another 
house made of sandstone from the 

www.ChalasinskiInsuranceGroup.com
www.ThomasChalasinski.com

Call Me Today & Save    440.838.5383 

CHALASINSKI INSURANCE GROUP LLC
SR-22 Bond

Auto, Home, Renter, Commercial, Life Insurance

Senior Security
“MOWIMY PO POLSKU”

Introducing The Parma Heights Historical Society
service to the maintenance and upkeep 
of the Toll House. 

Fred Koch, Member, is very well 
versed in all antiques of unusual inter-
est. He is currently working to restore 
a Historical Velocipede,which is simi-
lar to a large tricycle of today. He has 
added a lot of good ideas that have been 
implemented by our group. Fred and 
Aldo are also members of the Parma 
Heights Garden Club. All of the vegeta-
bles grown in the garden are donated to 
the Parma Heights Food Pantry. This is 
a very worthy cause.  

Mike Andrysco, Member, has 
done a tremendous job on Facebook of 
educating people of historical items of 
interest. Mike is a big promoter of the 
Parma Heights Historical Society. You 
can see all of his Historical interests 
by going on Facebook and looking at 
the sight called.(When I Was A Parma 
Heights Kid). You will be amazed, as it 
will recall your past memories. 

Walter Barth, Vice President is the 
most senior member of our group. He 
is a retired Parma Heights policeman. 
He has documented several Parma 
Heights Businesses that were here long 
before many residents were born. He 
has documented the Police and Fire 
Departments of the past. A couple of 
years ago he designed a Parma Heights 
Logo T Shirt that was approved by the 
Historical Society membership. He 
has since, designed another style. They 
have  become so popular that he has 
had orders as far away as California. 
His knowledge of the City is invaluable. 

Bob Stilwell, Member. I have 
documented the life History of Oscar 
Nicholas. He was the Toll Collector 
at the Corner of Pearl and Old York 
Road from 1876-1907. I have also com-
pleted the documentation of the Parma 
Heights Century Homes, of which 
there are currently 24.  

Ken Lavelle, Historian, has writ-
ten several detailed reports of Parma 
Heights History. He has a slide show 
and a walking tour outlined for anyone 
interested in our History. Just enter his 
name (Ken Lavelle Parma Heights) on 
line and it will lead you to this sight. 
Ken is very thorough and accurate with 
all of his reporting. He is like a walk-
ing History book. His knowledge and 

memory are detail oriented. Ken is a 
vital link for the Historical Society. 

We would like to give a personal 
thanks to the Publisher of the Parma 
Observer, Daniel P. McCarthy. Dan 
has attended several of our meetings 
and has given us some good advice and 
suggestions on several issues that we 
discussed. He recognizes the impor-
tance of History in our community. 
Thanks for all of your support. We 
would like to invite anyone interested 
in helping with our ongoing preserva-
tion of the History in Parma Heights. 
This is a fun group that loves History. 
For information of future meeting 
dates, places and times, contact Joe 
Reeves at 216-870-4864. 

projects being undertaken. Joe orga-
nizes our meetings on a monthly basis. 
He follows up with the progress of our 
individual projects. 

Loretta Newlen, Secretary, doc-
uments all of our meetings. She is 
currently working with the Senior 
Citizen Center to interview people 
and document their stories of Parma 
Heights.  

Aldo Melarragno, Treasurer, 
incorporates his varied and valued 
ideas. He has donated many hours of 

The Froelich House
Henninger quarry. It sits on the east 
side of Broadview Road in Seven Hills. 
It was built by John Froelich in 1843.

John Froelich and his family came 
to the United States in the early 1800's. 
The family worked on the construction 
of the Ohio and Erie Canal. The money 
they earned working on the canal made 
it possible for them to purchase 50 acres 
from the Connecticut Land Company. 
Their property extended on both sides 
of Broadview Road, which was called 
Town Line Road at that time, in Inde-
pendence and Parma Townships. The 
stone house was built on this land at 
7095 Broadview Road.  In 1974, the 
home was listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. 

The two-story former farmhouse 
has a large frame wing and one unusual 
feature, the pair of semicircular fan-
lights above the second floor, instead of 

The Froelich House.

the usual one. 
The Froelich family lived in the 

house until 1890. When the last surviv-
ing Froelich family member died, the 
home was sold to Conrad and Emma 
Apel. The resting place of the Apel 
family members can be found with 
those of the Henningers in Saint Peters 
Cemetery, established in 1858, located 
at E. Ridgewood Drive and Broadview 
Road.  Members of the Froelich family 
are buried in the Town Line Cemetery, 
located on Broadview Road north of 
the Froelich house. 

Preserving the history of West 

Creek's watershed area has been an 
interest of West Creek Conservancy. 
The mission of the Conservancy is to 
enrich the lives of people in Greater 
Cleveland by conserving natural hab-
itats, restoring the ecological value 
and sustainability of urban lands, and 
expanding neighborhood opportuni-
ties to experience nature. West Creek 
Conservancy is a nonprofit 501(c)3 
organization. For more information 
about the Conservancy and its proj-
ects, check online at www.westcreek.
org or call 216-749-3720. 

Froelich family marker in Town Line 
Cemetary.
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by Erin Gadd
In the new school year the Parma 

City Schools has mobilized its forces 
including departments, buildings, 
teachers, support staff, administra-
tion, parents, and community for one 
purpose. According to Superintendent 
Jeff Graham, “Our goal is to help our 
students to succeed in school, college, 
and the workplace and to achieve their 
dreams.”

The district has had several ini-
tiatives in the planning and piloting 
stage over the past two years, and is 
now ready to begin implementation. 
Proposed changes in district programs 
have been designed to be innovative 
and game-changing and have been 
carefully planned and funded using 
both district money and large grant 
awards (totaling well over $2.4 million) 
from the state and federal government 
as well as local Foundations including 
the Parma City Schools Foundation. 

Four of the programs that will 
be having a large impact on how we 
educate children include S.T.E.M. 
(science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics), Academic Parent 
Teacher Teams (a new model for par-
ent teacher conferences, 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers (after 
school programs), and the roll out of 
the Everywhere Classroom which will 
place technology in the hands of every 
student. 

Our S.T.E.M. Elementary (sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics) is in its second year now 
and continues to grow with the help of 
Foundation funding and the hard work 
of the dedicated teachers who run the 
program. Currently housed at Pleasant 
Valley Elementary, this program hopes 
to expand into the upper grades.  Our 
district has started to work with Cleve-

Education

New Initiative In The Parma City School District 
land State University to collaborate on 
finding support for our program. We 
have also benefited from several grants 
from the Martha Holden Jennings 
Foundation.

For our Academic Parent Teacher 
Teams (APTT), we will be helped in 
our outreach to elementary parents 
by a Straight A Grant Award from 
the State of Ohio in the amount of 
$732,646.96. We are the only district in 
Ohio to be selected to pilot this fam-
ily engagement model which supports 
a child’s academic progress by linking 
home and school learning.

Detailed information about how 
the parent engagement project will 
work is available at http://www.par-
macityschools.org/aptt.

After-School Programming: A 21st 
Century Community Learning Center 
federal grant totaling $1.2 million (over 
a three year period) is making it pos-
sible for us to expand our after-school 
programming to provide students 
with more homework help, tutoring 
and enrichment after the school day. 
Already in place at Greenbriar Middle 
School, this model will now be offered 
at Ridge-Brook Elementary and Valley 
Forge High School. These “Discovery 
Centers” will provide students with 
academic and enrichment learning 
activities to improve their academic 
performance and social development.

The Everywhere Classroom: Our 
largest project is the Everywhere Class-
room (TEC), a technology program, 
which involves all student in every 
school and in every grade. During the 
2014-2015 school year we will distrib-
ute technology to every student—a 
move which will transform learning in 
our schools.

The Everywhere Classroom will 
provide an individualized education 

experience to advance student learn-
ing, prepare our students for the state’s 
mandated online testing require-
ments, and ensure our students are 
college and career ready upon grad-
uation. This project reinforces the 
community-driven strategic plan, and 
our collective mission to empower stu-
dents to achieve their dreams.

What will students receive?
Elementary Students: Our 

youngest learners will receive Mini 
iPads (Kindergarten - Grade 1) and 
Full size iPads (Grades 2-4) to explore 
their world and interact with their les-
sons using sight, sound, and touch with 
accommodations for each student as 
needed. All devices will remain in the 
classroom and will have a rugged pro-
tective cover.

Middle School Students: Next we 
will move on to the middle schools. 
Each student in grades 5-7 will be 
provided with an iPad and attachable 
keyboard that travels with the student 
throughout their classes and in some 
cases, even home, extending learn-
ing and communication with teachers 
beyond the school day. Protective cov-
ers for the devices will be used as well.

High School Students: In our 
three high schools, each student in 
grades 8-12 will be provided with 
a MacBook Air, which has higher 
computing power to support more 

intensive and advanced learning at this 
level. All devices will travel with stu-
dents throughout their time in school. 
PCSD Community/Business/School 
Partners helped to fund the protective 
sleeves that ensure student success with 
this investment. 

Training for Parents: Parents will 
also receive training on how to use the 
new devices. Evening meetings will be 
held in each building where parents 
will be able to have a hands-on expe-
rience with using the equipment. On 
that night parents will also sign up for 
an Apple ID and will sign papers that 
will allow the devices to go home with 
a child.

How are we paying for this?
This general fund allocation is 

made possible through the generous 
support of our community and busi-
ness partners. Internally, reducing the 
cost of operations allows the district 
to allocate more funding to instruc-
tion, including technology. Additional 
support from the PCSD Education 
Foundation has helped to make this 
dream a reality.

For more information about all 
of our programs, connect with the 
PCSD on our Website (www.parmaci-
tyschools.com) , the Monitor (district 
newsletter), social media, PACT TV, 
and by attending district meetings 
and events.

Now That’s Funny? by Julia Cindric

commentary or whimsical. 
Tony has participated in numer-

ous shows and exhibitions, won awards 
for his Jewelry/Enameling and Pho-
tography, and acted as a Juried Judge 
at many venues. He has shown at 
Baycrafters, Baldwin Wallace, Jew-
ish Community Federation, Columbia 
Station, Parma Hospital, Cleveland 
Clinic, Art At The Powerhouse, Art 
Metro, ArtSpace Cleveland, and Parma 
Area Fine Arts Council to name a few. 

Artist Of The Month
He has appeared in articles published 
by the Sun News, Plain Dealer, NEA 
Journal, and Ohio educational publi-
cations on art. 

To view more of his work, please 
visit his web page at DeMarcoFineArts.
com.

If you are an amateur or profes-
sional artist, living in the Parma area, 
or know of someone who is, and would 
like to be featured as an artist of the 
month, please contact me by email at 
kathrynmabin@att.net. 

continued from page 11

59K to Westport Ireland.
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by Leo Lampeter
There are many things in this life 

I don’t comprehend. Among them are 
charges for a house call from various 
“skilled” tradesmen. Just recently, I had 
the air conditioning repaired. I under-
stand that there is knowledge required 
to perform these tasks, certainly more 
than I possess. I have no problem with 
paying an hourly rate and for the sup-
plies that are used. However, there is 
one area that gets me to wondering - 
why is there a charge for coming out to 
the house. Am I supposed to take the 
unit to the shop or to the home of the 
repairman? When were you last paid 
just to show up at work?  

I believe that I know how these 
charges got started. A long time ago 
when the television was new and the 
repairs were made either in the home 
or at the shop, if you took it to the 
shop there would be a bench charge 
for the diagnosis. It appears that this 
was to insure that the work of diagno-
ses would provide some income for the 
repairman. As an aside, as an alterna-
tive, if there was something wrong, you 
could call the shop describe the diffi-
culty and he would suggest the tubes to 
be tested which could be done at a vari-
ety of locations and you could make 
the repair yourself for the cost of the 
part (oh for the good old days). 

To my thought process, when 
someone comes to the house for a 
repair or a diagnosis, he should be 
reimbursed for the work that is done, 
not just for the visit. The point now is 
these “skilled workers” seem to be tak-
ing advantage of a situation that leaves 
certain repair requirements no alterna-
tives. You are at the mercy of what has 

by Patty Knox
“Seventy-Four Has More!” The 

Parma Senior High Class of 1974 held 
its 40th reunion August 9, 2014 at 
Tony Maloney’s. Out of a class of over 
1,200 graduates, about 200 classmates 
attended. 

It was a congenial mingling on 
the patio with pizza, appetizers, and 
beverages. The DJ played classic ’70s 
music, and later on brave classmates 
tried their hand at singing karaoke, 
including classmate Marc Guy, French 
horn music professor at SUNY. It was 
interesting to hear what careers various 
friends had chosen, and where life had 
taken them since our Redmen days. 

How time has passed! What 
amazed me was that the women mostly 
looked recognizable despite the forty 
year time span, but the men were hard 
to recognize. I never realized how much 
a hairstyle could affect perception. Gone 
were the mullets, Afros, and Van Halen 
shag haircuts. No more John Denver or 
Beatle moptops. Except for two graying 
long ponytails, all the guys had their 
hair clipped cleanly above the collar, in 
Air Force style cuts. No more variety—
all business. I miss the good old days. 

The occasion seemed less like a 

Charges
become a quite expensive proposition. 
They may reply that you don’t have to 
call them, which is true, however, often 
some knowledge and the proper tools 
are all that separate them from you. 
They do have, essentially, a monopoly 
with the unions setting rates for a spe-
cific region. If you look in the right area, 
there are less costly avenues depend-
ing on the difficulty. One experience 
was when a retired woman, living on 
Social Security, had a leaky faucet and 
the plumber, who was a block away, 
charged her $113.00 to change a car-
tridge in the faucet that at the time cost 
about $7.00 and took all of 10 minutes 
work. Pay for knowledge or what may 
be considered unscrupulous? 

This also goes beyond the home 
repair, it goes to large business. You 
have to pay the electric company a 
fee just for being available to you and 
the same applies to the gas compa-
nies. How often have you gotten paid 
for just being available for use, but 
not functioning? Even if you don’t use 
any of their energy, you must pay for 
them being there. Here is a write off 
of business that you may not be aware 
of. Transportation of energy is given 
a write off of a certain percentage for 
evaporation. How it is determined is 
uncertain. 

The bottom line is that through 
a process unknown to myself, charges 
are created merely to get more finances 
from your pocket to someone else. It 
is amazing that we place the almighty 
dollar far ahead of concern for oth-
ers. It is disappointing to have people 
with the sole focus of monetary gain. 
Possibly, you can purchase a friend for 
yourself or a conscience?

Happy Birthday Parma Observer!

Editor's Observation: Time Passages
reunion and more like a casual party. 
It was cool. 

My husband found our class to 
be a very lively group, quite sociable 
and interesting. Of the four personal 
friends I was reunited with, two were 
still strong in their Christian faith, one 
had returned to the faith, and for one, 
it was not the center of his life. 

But for me, I have to say that my 
faith is the center of my life. My rela-
tionship with Jesus is my joy and my 
salvation. I love to tell the story of Jesus 
and His love, and invite others to get 
to know Him. My Christian calling 
is to minister with my husband, who 
is now ordained, wherever the Lord 
calls. It seems the Lord is leading us to 
move to South Dakota for Doug to pas-
tor a church. And so my time with the 
Parma Observer has drawn to a close. 

Dan McCarthy has done a yeoman’s 
job in publishing, editing, and producing 
the Parma Observer since its beginning. 
I could not have had a more encourag-
ing, understanding, insightful publisher 
or supervisor. I am proud to have had 
the opportunity to work with him. His 
work has been a labor of love. He gives 
the opportunity for a voice to the citi-
zenry of Parma, Parma Heights, and 

Seven Hills. He cares about the political 
issues facing the Southwest Tri-Com-
munity area and the quality of life for its 
residents. Dan publishes people’s articles 
whether he agrees with them or not, and 
holds the journalistic standards high in 
tasteful editing. He has made the Parma 
Observer a quality product of citizen 
journalism, an excellent exercise in free-
dom of speech and civic responsibility. I 

have the utmost respect for Dan, and will 
continue to follow the progress of the 
Parma Observer with keen interest. 

As I will continue to follow the 
progress of my hometown and keep 
informed of the events and hot topics on 
people’s minds through the words of the 
citizen writers in our very own monthly 
newspaper, the Parma Observer. 

by Joe Germana
The Parma Symphony Orchestra 

will present a Fall concert on Sunday, 
October 19, 2014 at 3:00 PM at Valley 
Forge High School Auditorium located 
at 9999 Independence Boulevard in 
Parma Heights. 

Music Director Dr. Randolph P. 
Laycock will present Samuel Rotberg, 
violin soloist performing Zigeuner-
weisen by Pablo de Sarasate, and piano 
soloist Sungeun Kim performing 
Chopin’s Andante Spianato &Grand 
Polonaise Brilliante. Also on the pro-
gram is Tchaikovsky‘s Capriccio Italien 
and Mahler Symphony #1 in D Major 
3rd Movement. General admission is 
$10 for adults and $5 for students and 
senior citizens.  Family passes of $20 are 
available for families of up to 2 adults 
and their children.  All tickets are avail-
able at the door beginning at 2:30 PM.

The orchestra, in it’s 46th season 
consists of 75 members of all walks 
of life from all over the entire Greater 
Cleveland area. They meet weekly for 
rehearsals and present at least four con-
certs annually.

The Parma Symphony Orchestra is 
a self-supporting community orches-
tra in cooperation with the Parma City 
Schools. For more information can be 
found on Facebook, web-site www.par-
masymphony.org or calling Business 
Manager Joe Germana 440-882-2012.

Barton Samuel Rotberg has per-
formed as a violinist in the U.S., Canada, 
France, Spain, Costa Rica and Mex-
ico and has been a prizewinner in the 
Boston International Chamber Music 
Competition and the Liberty Freemont 
Young Artists Competition in Illinois. 
Currently Assistant Concertmaster of 
the Warren Philharmonic Orchestra in 
Ohio, he has served as concertmaster for 
the Opera Project Columbus Chamber 
Orchestra, the Opera Per Tutti Cham-
ber Orchestra of Cleveland and for three 
seasons in the Southwest Symphony 
Orchestra in Illinois. He has also been 
a member of the Illinois Philharmonic, 
Ann Arbor and Flint Symphony orches-
tras. An avid chamber musician, Dr. 
Rotberg was a founding member of the 
Davanti Trio, in residence with the Flint 
Symphony Orchestra. Endowed by an 
original founder of General Motors, the 
Davanti trio gave concerts in the U.S. 
and abroad. As an Artist in Residence at 
Mercyhurst University, he was featured 
on WQLN Public Radio as violinist of 
the D’Angelo Trio.  Dr. Rotberg has been 

Parma Symphony Orchestra Fall 
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teaching for more than 20 years. His 
students have frequently been awarded 
competition prizes, music scholarships 
to Universities and concertmaster posi-
tions in festival and All-State orchestras. 
During his time as a doctoral student at 
Michigan State University, he taught 
undergraduate and graduate students as 
an assistant to Professor Dmitri Berlin-
sky. He has since been a violin instructor 
at Mott Community College and Assis-
tant Professor of Music at Mercyhurst 
University’s D’Angelo Department of 
Music. He is on faculty at International 
Festival for Strings and More at Western 
Reserve Academy, and Conservatory 
Summer Intensive music festival at 
Baldwin Wallace University, Conserva-
tory of Music. Rotberg has given guest 
recitals and master classes at the pres-
tigious Interlochen Arts Academy, the 
Conservatoire de Limonest in France, 
University of New Mexico and James-
town Community College in New York. 
He has been an adjudicator for the Music 
Teacher’s National Association Compe-
tition and the Lakeland Civic Orchestra 
Concerto Competition.   Samuel Rot-
berg’s primary teachers have included 
Marc Zinger, Dmitri Berlinsky, Shirley 
Givens and Herbert Greenberg. Second-
ary teachers include Joseph Fuchs, Berl 
Senofsky and Earl Carlyss. 

Pianist Sungeun Kim has given 
numerous concerts in the U.S., Canada, 
Russia, Spain, Korea and Italy. A first-
prize winner of the Virginia Waring 
International Piano Competition, she 
has been invited as guest artist at the 
Texas Conservatory Piano Festival for 
Young Artists, the Virginia Rising Star 
Concert Series, the Palm Springs Con-
cert Series and the 24th Concert Stage 
at St. Ivo in Rome. She has appeared 
with the Russian Federal Orchestra in 
Bolshoi Hall at the Moscow Conserva-
tory, the Banff Festival Orchestra, the 
International Chamber Ensemble of 
Rome and the Gijon Symphony Orches-
tra. Sungeun Kim is Assistant Professor 
of Piano at Baldwin Wallace University. 
She received her degrees from Yon-Sei 
University (B.M.) with Kyung Sook Lee 
and the Peabody Conservatory of the 
Johns Hopkins University (M.M. and 
D.M.A.) where she studied with Julian 
Martin and had master classes with 
Leon Fleisher. She also studied with 
Dominique Weber and Blanca Uribe at 
the New Millennium Piano Festival in 
Spain, and Marc Durand at the Banff 
Keyboard Festival in Canada. 
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